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Merry Christmas from Our Family To Yours

Sidewalk Replacement Program
In Town Delayed Until Spring

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The replacement of various side-
walks throughout Westfield, which
is part of a new program initiated by
the Town Council in July, will de-
layed until the spring.

The sidewalk work was expected
to begin this fall. Due to the unex-
pected length of time it took to com-
plete the bidding process and addi-
tional paperwork for the new pro-
gram, however, the actual repair work
will not begin until the spring.

“Applicants who have been ac-
cepted into this year’s program have
been notified by mail, and will be
notified again in the spring before

construction begins,” Kenneth B.
Marsh, Director of Public Works,
stated.

Under a new special program ap-
proved by Town Council in July, the
has allocated $100,000 from the
Westfield’s capital budget to help
defray the costs of residential side-
walk repairs and replacements.

The town will pay for 50 percent of
the costs and residents will be ex-
pected to pay for 50 percent of the
costs, under the program.

In addition, under the program,
the entire length of sidewalk will be
replaced, not just sections, town offi-
cials said.

The town awarded the contract for

residential sidewalk replacement for
property owners to Cretan Concrete
Company of Highland Park, which
submitted the lowest of the four bids
received by the town.

The company’s bid to complete the
sidewalk work was $76,000.

Of the 136 residential applications,
approximately 60 have been selected
to participate in the program. The
applications were chosen on a first-
come/first-serve basis, Mr. Marsh
explained.

Residents interested in having their
sidewalks replaced were asked to send
a letter by July 31 with details about
the type of sidewalk and length of the
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Leader Announces
Early Deadline

The deadline for submitting
releases for consideration for the
Thursday, December 30, issue of
The Westfield Leader is Thurs-
day, December 23, at 5 p.m. The
newspaper offices will be closed
on Fridays, December 24 and
31.

Readers are invited to submit
suggestions and ideas in the form
of one to three sentences regard-
ing the December 30 issue. This
edition will be a collector’s issue
blending old and new articles
and advertisements, while ush-
ering in the new century.

All comments and suggestions
may be submitted to
press@goleader.com.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Department of Consumer Affairs Warns Residents
Of Y2K Scam Artists Trying to Get Bank Numbers

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: This is the final
installment in a series on Y2K pre-
paredness. This week’s article fo-
cuses on scams being undertaken on
unsuspecting consumers.

*  *  *  *  *
New Jersey’s Department of Com-

munity Affairs, in their Y2K Advice
publication, advises consumers to be
aware of Y2K scams and tells how
consumers can protect themselves
from becoming victims of these new
millennium rip-offs.

Many government reports indi-
cate that a plethora of Y2K scam
artists are taking full advantage of
the uncertainties surrounding the
change-over from ‘99 to the trouble-
some ‘00 event.

According to the Y2K Advice pub-
lication, the best protection against
Y2K schemes is knowledge and vigi-
lance. The following scams are the
most common and easy to recognize
once you have been alerted. These
scams are just as likely to crop up
before, during or after the New Year.

1. Opportunists looking for inves-
tors to finance phony Y2K solutions.

2. Consultants or businesses sell-
ing services or software that promise
to fix Y2K problems, but don’t.

3. Exorbitant prices for common
or unusual “survival supplies” such
as bottled water, communication de-

vices or guaranteed access to fuel or
Y2K compliant shelters.

A popular Y2K scam that has come
to the attention of authorities goes
like this:

A scam artist posing as a represen-
tative from your bank calls to say that
your bank is not Y2K compliant. He
asks you to verify your personal ac-
count information before being able
to continue the call.

He then informs you that in order
to forestall any potential Y2K com-
puter problems, such as having your
account balance wiped out, the bank
is transferring all customer accounts
to a safe investment company ac-
count. The con artist can then use
your personal bank information,
which you gave him, to withdraw
money from your account or make
charges to your account.

In another variation of this scam,
the con artist tells you that the bank
is advising all of their customers to
withdraw all of their cash before
December 31st.

The phony bank representative then
tells you that he is going to mail you
a special hollowed-out book to hide
your cash and valuables in until after
the Y2K problems are resolved. Af-
ter he verifies your mailing address,
which he looked up in the phone
book, he sends you the hollow book.
When he robs your house, he knows
exactly where the valuables are hid-
den.

Another scam goes like this. Tar-
geting mainly senior citizens, a scam
artist calls and claims to be a federal
government employee. The caller tells
the senior citizen that they will not

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Westfield Police Officers Receive Promotions;
Departmental Awards for Performance of Duty
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Appeal Filed
To Decision

On ShopRite
By KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

One of the attorneys represent-
ing a local couple opposed to the
construction of a large ShopRite
supermarket on North Avenue in
Garwood has filed an appeal to a
recent Superior Court decision
allowing the building of the gro-
cery store, The Westfield Leader
has learned.

The New Jersey Superior Court-
Appellate Division confirmed that
an appeal was received by De-
cember 15 from Brian Fahey, a
Westfield attorney who represents
Dr. and Mrs. Ulf Dolling of
Westfield.

The case was assigned to a team
in the Appellate Division, but no
court dates had been set at press
time.

Mr. Fahey did not return tele-
phone calls to The Leader.

But sources told The Leader
that the appeal basically centered
on three issues. These include a
Garwood ordinance dealing with
the development of the property,
proceedings before the Garwood
Planning Board during the time
the board heard Village Super-

In a break with tradition Tuesday
night, members of the Westfield Po-
lice Department were honored be-
fore the Town Council and the com-
munity on having received promo-
tions and departmental awards re-
flecting distinguished service.

In the past, local officers have been
recognized for such achievements at
the annual Patrolmen’s Benevolent
Association (P.B.A.) dinner.

Westfield Police Chief Anthony J.
Scutti remarked, however, that in-
corporating the ceremony into the
Town Council meeting would give
members of the governing body and
the public a closer opportunity to see
the kind of officers who serve the
community. The ceremony drew a
packed Town Council Chambers of
friends and family members of the
officers.

“I think they deserve that kind of
recognition,” Chief Scutti told The
Westfield Leader on Tuesday.

• Captain Clifford Auchter, ap-
pointed to the department in Febru-
ary of 1976, was promoted to his
current rank in October and has as-
sumed the administrative captain’s
duties for the department.

Captain Bernard Tracy, who pre-
viously served in that capacity, is
now Patrol Division Commander. In
this assignment, he has taken over
the duties of Deputy Chief John P.
Wheatley, who will retire from the
department on Saturday, April 1,
2000.

Captain Auchter served in the Pa-
trol Division for six years before be-
ing placed in command of the Juve-
nile Bureau in 1985. Promoted to
Lieutenant of Patrol in 1993, he be-
came Detective Bureau Commander
in August of last year.

• Detective Sergeant Robert
Compton has been promoted to Lieu-
tenant of Police and will be assigned
to the Patrol Division. Appointed to

the department in October of 1980
and promoted to Sergeant in July of
1986, he has been assigned to the
Detective Bureau since June of last
year.

• Detective Sergeant John M.
Parizeau has been promoted to Lieu-
tenant of Police and will continue in
the Records Bureau. The Lieutenant,
who has been with the department
since March of 1981, has been as-
signed to the Records Bureau since
1985. He is responsible for all com-
puter operations and equipment
maintenance, along with all depart-
mental statistics and reports.

• Detective First Grade Nicholas
Norton has been promoted to Ser-
geant of Police and will be assigned
to the Patrol Division. Sergeant
Norton, who began his career with
the department as a dispatcher, was
appointed as a patrolman in August
of 1987. He has been assigned to the
Detective Bureau since 1997.

• Patrolman Edward Maguire has
been promoted to Sergeant of Police
and will be assigned to the Patrol
Division effective Tuesday, February
1. Sergeant Mcguire was appointed
to the department in August of 1992.
He will replace Sergeant Carl Geis
who will retiring as of February 1.

• Officer William Moffitt, ap-
pointed to the department in August
of 1990, has been assigned to the
Detective Bureau as a plainclothes
officer.

• Officer Matthew Cassidy, ap-
pointed to the department in January
of 1990, has been assigned to the
Detective Bureau as a plainclothes
officer.

Several reassignments were also
announced.

• Lieutenant Frank Brunelle, who
joined the department in February of
1972, will be assigned to the Detec-
tive Bureau as a Detective Lieuten-

                                                                                                               Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
ENJOYING THE RIDE…Holiday shoppers rested their weary feet and savored
the sights of downtown Westfield on December 18 while taking advantage of free
trolley rides and stops throughout the town. The rides were part of Welcome
Home to Westfield, sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation and the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.

                                                                                                                                                                                                          Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
TO PROTECT AND SERVE…Westfield police officers, pictured left to right, Christopher Battiloro, Kevin O’Keefe,
Robert Bartkus, Jr., Christopher Wolfson and Vincent Costanzo, stand ready to receive Life Saving Awards during
Tuesday’s meeting of the Westfield Town Council. Looking on are Police Chief Anthony J. Scutti and Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim.

                                                                                                            Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
TRADITIONAL MUSICIANS…The Watson Highlanders Pipe Band per-
formed a variety of festive holiday music in front of First Union Bank in
downtown Westfield on December 18.

Tax Collector Office
Posts Holiday Hours
WESTFIELD – The Office of

the Tax Collector has announced
that the holiday office hours for
the end of the year are as follow:
Monday, December 27, through
Wednesday, December 29, regu-
lar office hours from 8:30 a.m. to
4 p.m.; Thursday, December 30,
from 8:30 to 11 a.m.

The office will re-open on Mon-
day, January 3, 2000.

Menorah Near Train Station
Draws Citizen, Council Debate

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The recent placement of a menorah
on municipal property near the town’s
Christmas tree, in front of the north
side train station, has prompted con-
cerns from a former elected official
in town and an angered response
from some members of the Town
Council.

Keith S. Hertell, who served on the
Westfield Board of Education from
1995 to 1998, publicly read a letter
he sent to Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
and the council at Tuesday’s final
governing body meeting of the year
and the century.

Mr. Hertell, who stated he is in
favor of inclusion in terms of the
representation of symbols for vari-
ous religions in the town, said his
concern is not about religion “but
rather about a process which our

elected officials should have in place
when considering the largesse of our
community.”

He was critical of Mayor Jardim’s
decision to accept the menorah and
have Department of Public Works
staff install it “without a courtesy
consultation” with members of the
council.

He said this action “sets a dubious
and dangerous precedent, which may
or may not reflect the best interests of
the citizens of Westfield.”

Mr. Hertell said he felt that a policy
is needed to deal with the placement
of religious symbols. Among the ques-
tions such a policy might include are:
location of the symbols, limitations
on their size and/or color and whether
or not all groups would be recog-
nized with their own symbol.

“If the council is not given a cour-
tesy heads-up, and there is not a
policy in place, may the next mayor
refuse all the public’s gestures?

“As we move forward, it seems
that a well-thought-out process needs
to be in place, to maintain an air of
civility and togetherness which has
been the cornerstone of Westfield in
the past,” he said in his letter.

One remark included in the letter,
which Mr. Hertell had initially not
read to the council but later recited
after questioned on its deletion by
Mayor Jardim, stated: “The fact that
our present Mayor finds the church
(The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield replica) ‘offensive’ is miss-
ing the point. Let’s not ‘spit in the
eye’ of any citizens by removing long-
standing symbols or excluding oth-
ers. Rather, let us consider how we
recognize all cultures in the spirit of
inclusion through a well-constructed

policy.”
Mayor Jardim read a prepared let-

ter which he had written but not sent
to Mr. Hertell in response to the
former school board member’s com-
ments.

He said Mr. Hertell had a “pro-
found misunderstanding” of his role
has mayor. Mayor Jardim said he has
the authority to respond to requests
by residents and to direct town staff
in this regard.

Mayor Jardim stated that the coun-
cil has the power to change his deci-
sion. He indicated, though, that if the
menorah is rejected, the governing
body had better be prepared to reject
the replica of the Presbyterian Church,
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Sidewalks
section to be replaced, along with the
homeowner’s address. Town officials
kept a list of requests, based on the dates
they were received.

“We won’t know (exactly) how far
the money will go until the work is
underway because of unforeseen costs
related to construction,” Mr. Marsh
stated. “We expect the $100,000 to
cover approximately 50-60 of the ap-
plications.”

The Department of Public Works
has asked Town Council for an addi-
tional $100,000 to fund next year’s
sidewalk replacement program and
applicants turned down this year, will
automatically be reconsidered for next
year’s program, once the money is
approved by the council, according to
Mr. Marsh.

The council is expected to adopt its
2000 municipal budget sometime this
spring. Preliminary budget discus-
sions should begin in January.

get their Social Security check on time
and that paper money will be no good
after January 1. He tells the senior
citizen to mail their paper money to his
office so he can turn it into vouchers or
gold and will mail it back to them.

In yet another scam, a phony credit
card representative claims that your
credit card will not work unless you
put a special replacement strip on the
back. In order to get the strip, you
have to verify your credit card num-
ber and personal information. With
just your name, credit card number
and address, the con artist can make
unauthorized charges to your card.

To protect yourself, the Federal
Trade Commission and the Better
Business Bureau advise consumers
to be very wary of any unsolicited
phone calls where the caller will not
immediately identify the bank or in-
stitution they are calling from, espe-
cially if they ask you to identify the
bank or institution’s name.

They also advise to never provide
personal information over the phone
or online unless you are familiar with
the business and you initiated the con-
tact. Your bank would never call and
ask you for your account number over
the telephone because if someone actu-
ally represents your bank, they should
already have this information.

If you suspect someone is engag-
ing in fraudulent activities, please
call the New Jersey Division of Con-
sumer Affairs at (973) 504-6200 or
your local police department.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Y2K Scams

Westfield Police Officers
Earn Promotions; Awards

Citizen and Council Debate
Westfield Menorah Display

markets’ appeal to open the store, and
record-keeping which took place during
the hearing before that board, the sources
said.

Mr. Fahey is appealing a decision by
Superior Court Judge Edward W. Beglin,
Jr. Judge Beglin ruled on October 14 that
the Garwood Planning Board had been
right in granting approval in 1995 to
Village Supermarkets of Springfield to
construct a grocery store on North Av-
enue.

Both Mr. Fahey and William Butler,
a fellow Westfield attorney represent-
ing Garwood resident John Weidel, had
filed lawsuits objecting to the plan for
various reasons, ranging from potential
traffic problems to what they argued
was improper action by the Garwood
Planning Board.

An October trial on their lawsuits
resulted in Judge Beglin’s decision that
the ShopRite project could continue.

With Mr. Fahey’s appeal, however,
the construction likely will be further
delayed.

Village Supermarkets, meanwhile,
has not purchased the property pres-
ently occupied by Westfield Lumber
and Home Center.

Norman Sevell, the owner of Sevell
Towing of Westfield, as well as the
Westfield Lumber and Home Center prop-
erty, received a judgment in his favor in
September after filing a lawsuit in July
claiming Village Supermarkets had
stopped making monthly “goodwill” pay-
ments to him as compensation for the
delay in purchasing the property.

Village Supermarkets is appealing
that decision but briefs are not expected
to be filed in that case until February.

Robert Renaud, Garwood Borough
Attorney, said Mr. Fahey’s appeal
does not bring an automatic stay to
the development of the property by
Village Supermarkets, but acknowl-
edged that he has not heard from the
company about its plans.

Village Supermarkets did not return
telephone calls.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ShopRite

FEMA Will No Longer
Accept Applications

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), which set up shop in
field offices to handle requests for aid
from Hurricane Floyd, has stopped ac-
cepting applications for disaster assis-
tance.

December 17 was the final day for
New Jersey residents and business
owners to register for federal disaster
assistance.

People who have already registered
for the assistance, however, may call
the disaster help line at (800) 525-0321
to check the status of their filed applica-
tions or to get more information.

FEMA has also scaled back the num-
ber of personnel available to handle
pending applications.

Tony D’Elia, Public Information Of-
ficer with FEMA who has spent the
last three months away from his Ocean
County home in the Piscataway of-
fice, said that President Bill Clinton
originally had given New Jersey resi-
dents living in the nine counties de-
clared disasters 60 days to file for
assistance.

About the 45th day, however, New
Jersey Governor Christine Todd
Whitman asked for an extension, re-
sulting in a 90-day period in which
affected residents could apply for the
assistance, he said.

Up until Friday, 922 cases totaling
$1,603,897 in Union County had been
approved to receive disaster housing
aid, Mr. D’Elia said. A total of 151
cases totaling $232,191 in Union
County had been approved to receive
individual and family grants, he
added.

This compares to neighboring
Somerset County, where hard-hit
Bound Brook and Manville are lo-
cated, where 2,810 disaster housing
assistance grants totaling $6,998,492
were awarded. In Somerset County,
915 individual and family grants to-
taling $2,860,953 were awarded.

Mr. D’Elia said that he could not
break down how many cases were
granted in individual municipalities,
such as Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Westfield and Mountainside.

He added that at a later date those
statistics would be available, but that
computers and employees now were
overloaded trying to process informa-
tion about various disasters in 19
states from the Virgin Islands into the
New England states.

“If we were to take employees off
their jobs to figure out individual town
totals then that would be less time
that they could spend processing
checks and applications,” Mr. D’Elia
said.

When Hurricane Floyd passed
through New Jersey it pummeled nine
counties throughout the state, includ-
ing Union County, where a total of
about $10 million in damage to single-
family homes and businesses oc-
curred, according to Ben Laganga,
Director of the Union County Divi-
sion of Environmental Health and
Emergency Management.

Local municipalities, according to
Union County’s preliminary esti-
mates, suffered the following dam-
age: Westfield, $30,000; Scotch
Plains, $540,000; Fanwood, $50,000,
and Mountainside, $240,000.

In Scotch Plains, Director of Emer-
gency Management David Wormley
said that he had worked with several
families who were planning to seek
aid from FEMA, but had not heard
whether or not they had actually ap-
plied or received any money.

In Fanwood, Emergency Manage-
ment official Robert Carboy, said that
he had made FEMA forms available
to those individuals who were par-
ticularly hard hit by the storm in ei-
ther their homes or businesses.

Mr. D’Elia said that as soon as an
application is approved, checks are
processed and forwarded to an indi-
vidual.

In addition to the disaster housing
grants and individual and family
grants awarded throughout the state,
more than $78.7 million statewide
has been approved in U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA) low-in-
terest disaster loans to individuals
and businesses.

Disaster housing assistance grants
awarded statewide from FEMA was
12,681, totaling $26,075,545, while
individual and family grants awarded
were 3,173, totaling $9,032,639, Mr.
D’Elia pointed out.

Erratum
Page 8 of the December 9 issue contained an error in a press release from

the Enrichment Center. The release stated that the 17-week classes were
only available on Saturdays. The release should have stated that the classes
are available Saturdays through Thursdays.

We apologize for any inconvenience.
* * * * *

A front-page story in last week’s edition of The Westfield Leader
incorrectly reported that the Communications Workers of America (CWA)
Local 1040, which represents clerical, non-supervisory and non-uniform
personnel, is in negotiations for a new contract with the Town of Westfield.

The union’s current pact does not expire until the end of next year. The
story should, instead, have stated that Teamsters Local 866 is involved in
ongoing contract talks with Westfield. Their contract expires on Friday,
December 31.

That union represents members of the Engineering and Building Depart-
ments, as well as hourly employees in the Department of Public Works.

BOE By-Laws, Policies
Receive First Reading

READY TO RING IN 2000…During their last Girl Scout meeting, Franklin
Elementary School Daisy Troop No. 824 of Westfield made Happy New Year
crowns and gift crackers for area nursing home residents. Proudly displaying the
crowns they made, pictured left to right, are: bottom row, Mia Ballan, Anna
Margolis and Gabriella Pirrone, and top row, Emily Smith, Alex Jason and
Rebecca Dorward.

ant. Part of the Detective Bureau from
1981 to 1983, he was promoted to
Lieutenant in the Patrol Division in
October of 1989. Lieutenant Brunelle
has been the department’s firearms
instructor for many years. He replaces
Lieutenant Compton in that role.

• Sergeant Andrew Gallagher will
be assigned to the Juvenile Bureau as a
Detective Sergeant. Appointed to the
department in February of 1985, he
attained the rank of Sergeant in 1992.

• Detective Second Grade David
Wayman was assigned to the Detec-
tive Bureau in June of 1998 and will
be assigned to the Juvenile Bureau.

Recipients of departmental awards
for the period from September 1,
1998 through August 31, 1999 were
selected by the joint departmental
and P.B.A. Local No. 90 Awards
Committee.

Medal of Merit awards were pre-
sented to Detectives Ronald Allen
and James McCullough, Lieutenant
Compton and Officer Robert Bartkus.

Detective Allen was honored for
having rescued two children from a
house fire last February. Lieutenant
Compton and Detective McCullough
were cited for their investigation of a
robbery last year which culminated
with the arrest of a suspect and the
recovery of more than $50,000 in
stolen jewelry.

Officer Bartkus, assigned to the
Essex/Union County Auto Task Force
in 1998, was recognized for his role
in the apprehension of two suspects
in an Irvington shooting incident.

Life Saving Award recipients in-
cluded Officers Vincent Costanzo,
Christopher Wolfson, Robert
Bartkus, Jr., Kevin O’Keefe and
Christopher Battiloro.

Officer Costanzo was recognized
for having performed cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation in March on an
individual who had stopped breath-
ing until medics arrived. The victim
ultimately made a full recovery.

Officers Wolfson, Bartkus and
O’Keefe were lauded for having helped
save the life of an off-duty fellow
officer following a motor vehicle ac-
cident last June. Officer Battiloro was
honored for the life-saving techniques
he administered in June to a choking
victim, who fully recovered.

Command citations were received
by Officers John Cuzzo, Steven Elvin,
Gregory Hobson, John Karpovich and
Lisa Perrotta and by Sergeant Norton
and Detective Donald Fuentes.

Officers Cuzzo and Elvin were
cited for having apprehended a mo-
tor vehicle theft suspect in Septem-
ber of 1998 after both were injured
when the suspect crashed his vehicle
into their police cars.

Officer Karpovich was honored for

his role in the arrest of two burglary
suspects in April, while Sergeant
Norton and Detective Fuentes were
recognized for their handling of an
investigation in September of last year
which led to the arrest of a suspect in a
series of home and automobile burglar-
ies.

Officer Hobson was honored for his
involvement in the December 1998
apprehension of a suspect on 29 charges
of aggravated assault on a police officer
and possession of a stolen car. Officer
Perrotta was recognized for her pursuit
in April of an assault suspect, who was
ultimately arrested.

Certificates of Merit were awarded
to Officers Jason Rodger, Todd Earl,
Gregory Kasko, John Ricerca and
Vincent Hatala for their apprehen-
sion in May of four suspects charged
with possession of a stolen motor
vehicle, criminal attempt and pos-
session of burglary tools.

Officers Kasko and Ricerca were
also honored for their arrest of a
suspect in April. Dispatcher Jason
Carter additionally received a Cer-
tificate of Merit for his handling of a
call concerning a burglary in progress.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The

Times

WESTFIELD – Calling the re-
view of the school board’s by-laws
an exhaustive and continuous pro-
cess, Chairwoman of the Policies
Committee and Board Vice Presi-
dent Arlene Gardner called for the
approval of nearly 30 by-laws dur-
ing a brief meeting of the Westfield
Board of Education on Tuesday
evening.

All but five of the board’s by-
laws were approved for first read-
ing. Those policies, which include
“Executive Authority,” “Board Self
Evaluation,” “Board Member Au-
thority,” “Public Participation in
Board Meetings” and “Conduct at
Board Meetings” will be examined
more thoroughly and brought back
for further board discussion in the
new year.

Board President Darielle Walsh
explained to the public and fellow
board members that the by-laws
“describe how we function as a
board.”

“This is an important responsi-
bility and a time consuming task,”
noted Ms. Walsh, pointing to the
work by Ms. Gardner and commit-
tee members.

Board member Eileen Satkin
added, “They (the Policies Com-
mittee) went through hours of meet-
ings to be sure they were in compli-
ance of practice.”

“Arlene has been doing a fabu-
lous job. It is a massive amount of
work,” concurred board member
Thomas Taylor.

The policies, which were given
the green light for first reading,
included “Identification,” “Au-
thority and Powers,” “By-laws and
Policies,” “Adjudication and Dis-
putes,” “Board Member Number
and Term,” “Board Member Quali-
fications and Code of Ethics,”
“New Jersey School Board Asso-
ciation Code of Ethics” and “Board
Member Election and Appoint-
ment.”

Other by-laws that were ap-
proved included: “Board Member
Orientation,” “Prospective Board
Member Orientation,” “Board
Member Resignation and Re-
moval,” “Board Member Compen-
sation and Expenses,” “Board
Member Indemnification,” “Orga-
nization Meeting,” “Board Offic-
ers,” “Annual Appointments,”
“Annual Motions and Designa-
tions,” “Board Committees” and
“Call, Adjournment and Cancel-
lation.”

The board also gave the thumbs
up to “Notice of Board Meetings,”
“Quorum,” “Voting,” “Executive
Sessions,” “Recording Board
Meetings,” “Duties of President
and Vice President,” “Duties of
Treasurer of School Monies,” “Du-
ties of Public School Accountant,”
“Duties of Board Attorney” and
“Contracts with Independent Con-
sultants.”

Earlier in the meeting, Superin-
tendent of Schools, Dr. William J.
Foley, congratulated Board Secre-
tary and Business Administrator
Robert A. Berman on obtaining
the title of “Registered School
Business Administrator” from the
New Jersey Association of School
Business Officials.

“There are not many business
administrators in the state that hold
this title,” explained Dr. Foley.

Mr. Berman had to submit a
portfolio demonstrating his com-
petency in all financial areas in
order to receive this state title.

The Long Range Planning Com-
mittee, led by Ms. Satkin, will
meet on Wednesday, January 19, at
7:30 p.m. at Westfield High School
(WHS) to discuss a looming en-
rollment crisis at WHS in 2004.

Ms. Satkin has reported during
past meetings that a tally of 1,700
to 1,800 students are expected to
enroll at the school in 2004.

During a meeting at Edison In-
termediate School on December 7,
Ms. Satkin revealed that the ad-
ministration was preparing a list
of alternatives to address antici-
pated overcrowding, including the
use of the former Lincoln School
as a magnet school, establishing a
science and technology wing at
WHS or using the National Guard
Armory in town.

During the “Good News” por-
tion of the board meeting, Ms.
Walsh noted that the eighth grade
Peer Leaders of Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools
earned the Union County Free-
holder Achievement Award. The
program is under the leadership of
Marie Koch.

Ms. Walsh also stated that the
recently released results of the
fourth-grade Elementary School
Proficiency Assessment revealed
that Wilson Elementary School
in Westfield ranked first in the
state among over 1,600 schools.
All of Westfield’s six elementary
schools earned high ranking in
the state.

At the county level, students at
Roosevelt and Edison schools
placed fourth and 11th, respec-
tively, among schools in the state
on the Grade Eight Proficiency
Assessment test, which replaced
the Early Warning Test previ-
ously given to eighth-grade stu-
dents.

The performance of eleventh
graders who took the High School
Proficiency Test placed WHS
third in the county. On the read-
ing section of the exam, 95.8
percent of WHS students passed,
while 97.9 percent passed the
mathematics portion and 98.9
percent passed the writing sec-
tion.

The Westfield Board of Educa-
tion will hold its first meeting of
the year 2000 on Tuesday, January
11, at 8 p.m.

which has stood in Mindowaskin Park
during the holiday season for years.

The Mayor told Mr. Hertell that he
is not offended by that replica, noting
that he “grew up in the church and it
has formed what I am today.”

“What is offensive to me is those
who seek to highlight our differences;
those who pit one religion against
another; those who seek to take ad-
vantage of the spiritual for the pur-
poses of the political,” the Mayor
said in his statement.

Mr. Hertell, in turn, said Mayor
Jardim was incorrect, as he is “all for
inclusion. I never said ‘take down,’ I
never said ‘remove.’ That was not the
spirit of the letter, not the spirit of
what I am about, either.”

He said the Mayor’s “rhetoric,” as
he termed it, “was totally mislead-
ing.”

Mr. Hertell argued that Mayor
Jardim was merely going on the “at-
tack” in an effort “take the focus off
the issue.”

He encouraged the town to “em-
brace all symbols” by designating a
specific location for them to be dis-
played.

Mayor Jardim said he would reread
Mr. Hertell’s letter to see if he had
interpreted it incorrectly.

Mr. Hertell said he wants to pre-
vent future mayors from deciding
against the placement of certain sym-
bols due to a lack of a town policy.

Mayor Jardim explained he would
prefer that there be no religious sym-
bols on private property. But, since
the Presbyterian Church replica is in
place, he does not feel the town has
the right to deny any other symbols.

Third Ward Councilman John J.
Walsh responded that “any policy we
make (on religious symbols) is sub-
ject to the First Amendment of the
Constitution of the United States.”
He said the town cannot discriminate
in favor of or against a particular
religion.

“So if we are going to try to better
that, we can’t,” he added. He said,
given the church replica erected in
the park, “there is no way we can
refuse to accept the gift of the
menorah.”

“I can’t think of a more divisive
debate than to talk about what the
religious symbols should be,” Mr.
Walsh stated.

Mr. Hertell responded that officials
used to say it had no control over the
placement of newspaper vending ma-
chines in town, yet a ordinance passed
this year does just that.

“I’m not suggesting for one minute
that’s it’s one (symbol) over the other.
I’ll say it again, Mr. Walsh, inclusion,
not exclusion,” Mr. Hertell explained.

Mayor Jardim noted that last year
he asked then-Town Attorney Charles
H. Brandt to render an opinion on
having the church replica on town
property, but did not specify Mr.

Brandt’s response, other than that the
attorney described it as a complex
legal issue. He said the majority on
the council decided not to remove the
replica.

Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
A. Goldman said what most angered
him about Mr. Hertell’s comments
were that they “emanate from a pri-
vate conversation” between himself,
Councilwoman Janis Fried Weinstein
and Mayor Jardim.

Mr. Goldman accused Mr. Hertell
of “grandstanding” on the issue rather
than addressing it with council mem-
bers in private.

Mr. Hertell said he made the issue
private by delivering a letter to coun-
cil members and the mayor via the
Town Administrator, as opposed to
sending a letter-to-the-editor to the
local newspapers.

Mayor Jardim said the issue will be
assigned to the Building and Town
Property Committee.

On another matter, the council
adopted an ordinance to lower the
speed limit on East Broad Street from
35 mph to 25 mph from Gallows Hill
Road to Euclid Avenue.

Prior to that vote, however, Oak
Tree Pass resident Robert Cirasa read
a three-page statement in opposition
to the new limit.

He called the plan “astonishingly
ill conceived,” adding that it lacked
“all common sense.” He said it is
“absurd” to characterize East Broad
as a residential street simply because
it has houses along the thoroughfare.

He argued that it is “nearly impos-
sible” to “consistently” travel at 25
mph on most streets in the town, say-
ing he tried this and created a backup
of “angry” motorists who blew their
horns and made physical gestures. He
said 35 mph is a “very reasonable”
limit on the roadway.

“I don’t think it will kill anyone to
drive that speed (25 mph) but it may
save somebody’s life,” responded First
Ward Councilman Carl A. Salisbury.

In other business, the governing
body paid tribute to retiring long-
term officials, including Town Ad-
ministrator Edward A. Gottko and
Town Clerk Joy Vreeland.

Mrs. Vreeland was employed by
the town for 39 years, the last 36 as
Town Clerk.

According to a proclamation read
by Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, Mrs.
Vreeland served under 11 mayors and
countless council members and at-
tended over 1,000 council meetings
during her tenure.

“She has done a truly extraordinary
job,” said Mayor Jardim.

Mr. Gottko is retiring from munici-
pal government after 20 years with
the town, the last six as Administra-
tor. He previously served as Town
Engineer. He will remain as a con-
sultant to the town until a new admin-
istrator is hired.

Recent
 Home Sales

WESTFIELD
Rodney G. and Brenda S. Diplock

to Jeffrey D. Luterbach and Julia
Olff, 923 Boynton Avenue,
$302,500.

Janet M. Scott to Joseph P.
Ossman and Judy Wong, 115 Tudor
Oval, $265,000.

Karen Vinacour to Frederick C.
and Elizabeth J. Wasiak, 101 North
Cottage Place, $220,000.

www.goleader.com!
See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.

Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a
Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.

(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely


