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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

MAROTTA ROLLS 237 FOR 592 SERIES

Devil Bowlers Tumble
Cranford Cougars, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It does not get any closer than that!
The Westfield High School bowling
team dethroned the seventh-ranked and
Watchung Conference National Divi-
sion leading Cranford squad, 4-3, on
December 21, skinning the Cougars by
five pins in game two and just four pins
in game three. Senior Captain Chris
Marotta helped the Blue Devils’ cause
by rolling a match high 237 game.

“They were rated seventh in the state
by The Star-Ledger,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Mike Tirone. “It (being
ranked) definitely puts pressure on you.
It was the first time that Cranford has
been rated.”

The Cougars edged the Blue Devils
in total pins, 2,758-2,735, and won the
first game 834-802 as both teams
struggled to get rolling.

“Both teams started out tight but
Cranford may have thought they were
going to have a tough match,” com-
mented Tirone.

The Blue Devils had to take in con-
sideration the abilities of Cougar aces
Eric Sigmond and anchorman Frank
Eichenlaub, who has been carrying a
208 average. Eichenlaub bowled a 207
in the first game and Sigmond added a
201.

The outcome of the second game

came down to the very last roll as the
Blue Devils endured to win, 979-974.
Putting the Devils over the top were
Merotta with his 237 and freshman
Matt Rothstein who added a 210.

“It came down to the last roll,” ex-
plained Tirone. “Eichenlaub needed a
double to win it for Cranford. He got
the first strike and left one pin standing
on the next roll.”

The final game was nearly a carbon
copy of the previous game as the Blue
Devils squeaked out a 954-950 vic-
tory. The difference this time was that
the Blue Devils needed a pair of
strikeouts to have a shot at winning.
Freshman Scott Vella who rolled a 200
and Rothstein both struck out to set up
the opportunity.

“Both struck out, then Marotta
needed at least a spare,” said Tirone.
Marotta was successful.

The stunning victory upped the Blue
Devils’ record to 5-0 and sent a mes-
sage throughout the Watchung Confer-
ence as the young Devils also had
previously defeated the American Di-
vision leading Irvington squad.

“It feels good for your young team to
beat a rated team. It was a very tough
match and we were fortunate enough
to win,” said Tirone. “We’re going to
be extremely competitive and we’re
getting better all of the time.”

KIVETZ, CLARK, REYES AND POWELL RECORD FALLS

Brearley Bears Growl, Chill
Blue Devil Matmen, 57-24

DINICHOLO , GRABEL AND COUSAR RECORD PINS

Panthers Win Thriller; Edge
Raider Matmen in Last Bout

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Excitement and electricity bellowed
and flowed through the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School gym as the Raid-
ers battled another strong Roselle Park
wrestling team until the final bout on
December 22. The result was a, 38-27,
thriller won by the 4-0 Panthers.

With the Raiders leading 27-26 en-
tering the 215 pound class, one Raider
pin would have clinched the match.
Instead, it was the Panthers who col-
lected the pins in the 215 and heavy-
weight classes.

Sophomore Matt DiNicholo got the
Raiders on the board, 6-0, at 103 pounds
when he pinned Nick Zangari with a
cradle in 1:49. Dave Loewinger at 112
wrestled tough against Union County
and Region 3 Champion Danny
Appello, then at 119, Mike Loewinger
increased the team lead to 9-4 with a
close, 4-3 victory over Lou Panetta.
Loewinger scored on two takedowns
before Panetta made it close with a
three-point nearfall in the third period.

“I knew that he would be a real plus
for us this year at 103,” said Raider
Head Coach Mike Artigliere of

DiNicholo.
After a dry spell, down 17-9, Raider

Mike Tripet made it exciting by pull-
ing a, 7-4, come-from-behind victory
over Anthony Gabriele at 140. Things
were tense as Gabriele took a 4-0 lead
with a takedown and a two-point tilt in
the first period. Tripet scored a double-
leg takedown in the second period then
wrapped his legs around Gabriele in
the third period for a takedown and
used a single grapevine to pick up a
three-point nearfall.

“Mike Tripet came up big. We ex-
pected him to win,” said Artigliere. “It
was just the kind of match that he was
in that was surprising.”

Senior Mike Natale scored a 4-2
victory over Gary Taluba at 152, then
senior Mike Grabel tightened the team
score to 23-21 with a 4:57 fall over
Shawn Kachnowski at 160. After yield-
ing a takedown, Grabel scored an es-
cape, a reversal, a takedown and two
nearfalls before decking Kachnowski
with an arm bar, half-nelson.

“Loewinger did a nice job against
Appello, Mike (Loewinger) got a big
win and Lucas (Francavilla) hung in
there with Adams,” commented
Artigliere. “Right up the lineup, I think
that we did a real nice job.”

The Raiders received a fine perfor-
mance from junior Greg Paterson at
171, who faced former Union County
Champion Doug Schoening and was
decisioned 6-4. Schoening scored three
takedowns while Paterson had two es-
capes and showed his moxie by adding
a third period takedown.

The stage was set. Junior Gary Cousar
at 189 went to work on Panther Scarley

NUMBER 1 RANKED BLUE DEVIL GIRLS PREVAIL OVER RENEGADES, 100-86

Lady Devil Swimmers Shave Shawnee;
Devil Boys Dunked By No. 5 Renegades

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another huge crowd nearly packed
the balcony at the Westfield Y’s Wallace
Pool on December 21, in anticipation
of the showdown between Westfield,
ranked No. 5 in the Gannett Swim
Rankings, and visiting Shawnee, the
state’s top-rated boys’ team. But it was
the girls’ meet that kept the nearly 400
fans on the edge of their seats.

While the Shawnee boys were very
impressive in posting a 115-55 victory,
the Blue Devils girls, ranked No. 1 in
the state by Gannett, had to sweat
things out a bit before pulling away for
a 100-86 win.

Both Shawnee teams were coming
off a taper-and-shave meet for their
club teams the weekend before, so
they were swimming very fast times.
The Renegade boys, who have won the
last three state Division A titles (after
losing to Westfield in the ‘96 final),
looked like they were ready for a fourth
straight title. They went 1-3 in the
opening medley relay, and finished 1-
2 in every individual race except the
100-yard backstroke, where Blue Devil
freshman Vince Shen took second in a
career-best 58.86.

Coach Martha Heinzelman’s squad
swam hard — power-pointing a sea-
son-best 3,534 points, despite missing
freshman standouts Zach Coppa and
Sean Baran, and with freshman John
Chiesa competing despite a 101-de-
gree fever.

Coach Bev Torok’s girls team was
surprised by the quality of the Ren-
egades’ swims — Allison Comer,
Cheryl McKenna, Amy Gersbach,
Adrienne Laputka and Jamie Karn
pushing the Blue Devils, some of whom
were not swimming in their main events
during the early events.

The difference was just two points
after the dive where Devils Lindsay
Guerrerio and Ashley Flood respec-
tively placed second and third, the 100
fly (won by Blue Devil Ashley Saul)
and the 100 free. But Jesse Coxson,
Chrissy Schwebel and Chrissy Romano
went 1-3-4 in the 500 to build the lead
back to 67-59. Shawnee came right
back with a win in the 200 free relay
and a 1-3 in the 100 back, cutting the
gap to 80-76.

Katie Bartholomew then brought the
big crowd to its feet, rallying in the
final few yards for a victory over
McKenna in the 100 breaststroke.
Chrissy Kolenut and Stephanie
Kolterjahn came in 3-5 and WHS had
a semi-comfortable, 90-82, lead into
the final relay, where it only needed a
second-place finish to win. Junior Jenny
Fowler, Abby Coxson, Saul and Jesse
Coxson combined for a 3:51.60 win,
while Alexa Vantosky, Schwebel,
Heather Lane and Romano were third
to ice the win.

BOYS:
Shawnee 115, Westfield 55

200 medley relay: 1. Shawnee
1:44.03, 2. Westfield 1:45.87, 3.
Shawnee 1:50.69.

200 free: 1. Jarrett Vine (SH) 1:51.38,
2. Logar (S) 1:52.58, 3. Podolak (S)
1:57.69, 4. McCloskey (W) 1:59.29, 5.
Kolterjahn (W) 1:59.80.

200 IM: 1. Colin Mahr (S) 2:04.35,
2. Gersbach (S) 2:05.86, 3. Haldeman
(W) 2:07.45, 4. Vidovich (W) 2:13.48,
5. Freundlich (W) 2:14.38.

50 free: 1. J. D. Afford (S) 23.30, 2.
Fay (W) 23.35, 3. Kautzmann (W)
23.91, 4. Cahill (W) 24.73, 5. Yevich

(W) 24.87.
100 fly: 1. Alex Jochym (S) 56.92, 2.

Koch (S) 58.48, 3. Shen (W) 59.10, 4.

Matthews (W) 1:00.27, 5. Chiesa (W)
1:00.81.

100 free: 1. Afford (S) 51.08, 2. Fay
(S) 51.99, 3.
Kautzmann (W)
53.36, 4. Yevich (W)
53.85, 5. McCloskey
(W) 54.04.

500 free: 1. Vine
(S) 4:52.17, 2. Logar
(S) 4:56.51, 3.
Kolterjahn (W)
5:13.78, 4. Podolak
(S) 5:27.28, 5.
Freundlich (W)
5:37.14.

200 free relay: 1.
Westfield (Cliff
Haldeman, Matt
Cahill, Kyle
McCloskey, Scott
K a u t z m a n n )
1:35.69, 2. Shawnee

1:36.19, 3. Shawnee 1:38.06.
100 back: 1. Matt Gersbach (S)

58.49, 2. Shen (W) 58.86, 3. Koch (S)
59.98, 4. Smith (S), 5. Chiesa (W)
1:02.85.

100 breast: 1. Mahr (S) 1:04.14, 2.
Jochym (S) 1:04.65, 3. Haldeman (W)
1:04.80, 4. Vidovich (W) 1:06.14, 5.
Korkoch (S).

400 free relay: 1. Shawnee 3:30.72,
2. Shawnee 3:34.47, 3. Westfield
3:34.54.

GIRLS:
Westfield 100, Shawnee 86

200 medley relay: 1. Westfield
(Ashley Saul, Katie Bartholomew,
Jesse Coxson, Abby Coxson) 1:58.30,
2. Shawnee 1:59.73, 3. Westfield
2:06.67.

200 free: 1. Allison Comer (S)
2:00.50, 2. Gersbach (S) 2:07.59, 3.
Schwebel (W) 2:07.67, 4. Fowler (W)
2:11.18, 5. Lane (W) 2:16.33.

200 IM: 1. J. Coxson (W) 2:15.73,
2. Karn (S) 2:17.06, 3. Vantosky (W)
2:26.75, 4. Makris (S) 2:31.34, 5.

PENNELLA SINKS EIGHT, FEIGHNER FIRES IN SEVEN

Lady Cougars Pounce to Stop
Raider Basketballers, 40-27

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bears have been known for their
strength and control and that is what
the 4-0 Brearley High School Bears
used to chill the young Westfield High
School wrestling team, 57-24, in West-
field on December 22. Ethan Powell at
125 pounds, Mike Kivetz at 171, Justin
Reyes at 189 and heavyweight Nick
Clark all recorded pins to get the Blue
Devils on the score board.

Unable to fill all of the weight classes,

the Blue Devils ceded forfeits at 112
and 130, but the Bears had a solid team
throughout the lineup and recorded
seven falls and a decision.

The most exciting bout of the after-
noon occurred at 140 where Blue Devil
sophomore Dan Caprario was out-
pointed in the final second to lose 12-
11 to Danny Zika. In the first period,
Caprario scored a double-leg takedown,
but fell behind when Zika got a rever-
sal and a two-point nearfall.

Caprario took a 7-5 lead by the end
of the second period when he regis-
tered an escape and two takedowns. In
the third, Zika got a takedown, Caprario
scored a reversal and a two-point
nearfall to take an 11-7 lead; but Zika
escaped, scored a takedown then added
a two-point nearfall with just two sec-
onds remaining to pull out the victory.

Powell dominated his bout with
Stormy Vanderzie, scoring a takedown
and a nearfall before showing him the
lights in 1:41 with a half nelson. Reyes
also earned his fall in the first period
when he pulled a reversal to a half

nelson pinning combination on Mike
Rothery.

“We put him in there against another
freshman. We thought he had a chance
to win and he came out and did a nice
job,” said Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz of Powell.

“Justin finally got to wrestle some-
one his own weight,” commented Kurz
of Reyes. “He had a nice fireman’s
carry reversal.”

Kivetz had to settle down his oppo-
nent, Justin Katz, in the first period
before leveling him with a slide arm
bar to a half nelson in 2:38.

“He was in deep with a single, and I
quickly scooted and responded with a
barrel roll,” explained Kivetz of the
first period action.

In the second period, “It was the
hammer series where you put the guy’s
arm behind his back and hold it there.
You pinch the head. You turn his body
nice and easy,” said Kivetz of his pin
set up.

This season, Kivetz has been trying

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sharon Majors, Amy Snyder and
Christina Clark combined for 38 points
to lead the Cranford High School girls
basketball team over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls, 40-27, in Cranford on
December 21. The Raiders were vic-
tims of bad passing, which resulted in
many Cougar steals. Raiders Lindsay

Pinnella and Katie Feighner had eight
and seven points, respectively, and jun-
ior Najwa Glover came through with
five points.

Bad passing and lack of offensive
rebounding aggressiveness on the part
of the Raiders dictated the first quarter
as the Cougars jumped to a 9-4 lead.
Feighner hit two foul shots and Katie
Blom sank a jumper for the Raiders,

but Snyder, who finished with 13 points,
rolled in two lay-ups and Majors, who
finished with 14, had a lay-up and a
free throw while Christine Clark, who
finished with 11 points and 10 steals,
added a lay-up.

The Raiders took charge for the first
six minutes of the second quarter and
turned the tide. Better passing, steals
and success under the boards coupled
with a self-destruct attitude on the part
of the Cougars, gave the Raiders an 11-
9 lead. Clark tied the score with a lay-
up, then Pinnella put the Raiders back
on top, 13-11, with a lay-up of her own.

Just as the Cougars self-destructed
in the first six minutes, the Raiders fell
apart in the final two minutes of the
half. Clark hit a short hook-shot and
Majors added two lay-ups to give the
Cougars a 17-13 lead before Glover
sank a driving lay-up to send the Raid-
ers into the locker room with just a
two-point deficit.

“I thought that we played pretty well
in the second quarter,” commented
Raider Head Coach Brian Homm. “We
were more aggressive under the
boards.”

The Raiders did, however, hit only
six of 25 field goals in the first half
with Feighner, Pennella and Glover
scoring four points apiece. Feighner
pulled down four rebounds. Cougars’
Majors put in seven, Clark sank six and
Snyder hit for four points.

Unfortunately, the Raiders froze of-
fensively in the second half as the
Cougars pulled well ahead for the vic-
tory, outscoring the Raiders, 7-3, in the
third quarter and, 16-9, in the final
quarter.

“In the second half they came out
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
BATTLING FOR POSSESSION…Raider senior Katie Feighner, No. 40, battles
for possession of the ball with Christine Clark of Cranford. See additional picture
on page 17.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
COMING AROUND THE SIDE…Blue Devil Mike Kivetz, right, begins to come
around Bear Justin Katz in his 171 pound bout. Kivetz pinned Katz in 2:38 in
Westfield on December 22.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
READY TO PUT HIM AWAY…Raider senior Mike Grabel at 160 cranks an arm
bar with a half nelson on Panther Shawn Kachnowski and puts him away in 4:57.
Roselle Park won a thriller over the Raiders in Scotch Plains, winning 38-27.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
MAKING A GOOD SPLASH…Blue Devil divers Lindsay Guerrerio, left, and
Ashley Flood were quite helpful as they placed second and third, respectively, in
their event against Shawnee.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
WORKING ON DOUBLE-WRIST CONTROL…Blue Devil 135 pounder Dan MacDonald, top, attempts to maintain wrist
control on Brearley Bear Mike Puorro. See additional picture on page 15.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
PREPARING FOR THE START…Blue Devil senior Jessica Coxson, front, prepares for one of her events during the exciting
swimming meet with the Shawnee High School renegades. The Westfield girls defeated Shawnee, 100-86.


