
Page 18 Thursday, December 30, 1999 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

not appropriate for this community.”
The April 27 public hearing on the

1999 municipal budget was the scene
of the year’s biggest fireworks and
drama. For nearly three hours, a num-
ber of township residents spoke about
the budget and the proposed six-point
tax increase, with most of the com-
ments opposed to the tax proposal and
much of the ire directed at the Demo-
cratic majority. After the comment
period ended and prior to the vote,
each member of the council, except
Councilman Donatelli, spoke briefly
about the proposals, with the two par-
ties sharply criticizing each other’s tax
recommendations.

Prior to the vote on the budget and
tax proposal, the Republican minority
offered an amendment calling for a
zero tax increase in 1999. The two
Republicans supported the idea, while
Mayor Samuel and Councilman
Bromley opposed it. When asked for
his vote, Mr. Donatelli thought for a
long moment before abstaining, mean-
ing the GOP proposal had failed but
also exposing a breach in Democratic
unity.

When the vote on the 1999 budget
and six-point tax hike was taken, Mr.
Donatelli again broke ranks with his
party and abstained, resulting in a 2-2
deadlock, which meant that proposal,
too, had failed to pass. The few dozen
residents in attendance loudly ap-
plauded Mr. Donatelli’s vote, which he
said he had decided upon after listen-
ing for three hours to residents’ oppo-
sition to the tax plan.

MAY
Talks between the two parties in

early May led to the Democratic ma-
jority agreeing to lower its proposed
tax increase to 5.4 percent; on May 11,
the council, on a party-line vote, ap-
proved the 1999 budget and accompa-
nying property tax increase.

Councilman Donatelli, who two
weeks earlier had been loudly ap-
plauded when he abstained on the ini-
tial tax hike proposal, was jeered by
some residents after voting to pass the
lower 5.4 percent tax increase. Prior to
the vote, Mr. Donatelli had chastised
the Republicans for admitting that they
had “stood there and watched the
Democrats make mistakes (during the
winter budget meetings). That’s un-
conscionable!” he shouted.

After the budget and tax plan was
passed, Mayor Samuel acknowledged
the public anger, saying, “I know you’re
not happy with the tax increase. Nei-
ther am I. I’m a taxpayer, too.”

Less than a week after the budget
vote, Mr. Donatelli died suddenly at
age 65, leaving the council with two
Democrats and two Republicans, and
setting the stage for a special election
in November to fill out the remaining
three years of his four-year term and
determine control of the council.

JUNE
The Township Democratic Commit-

tee appointed Lorraine Donatelli, wife
of the late Mr. Donatelli, to fill his
council seat on an interim basis until
the November election.

The council approved a resolution
placing an open space referendum on
the November ballot. If approved by
the voters, an open space trust fund
would be created to acquire land to be
used primarily for new ballfields and
park areas. The fund would be financed
by a tax of two cents per $100 of local
property valuation, which could raise
about $2 million over a 10-year period.

After its latest meeting with the resi-
dents of the Golf Street-Wood Road
neighborhood about the summer bird
influx problem, the council delayed a
decision until July on what action to
take. The council had three options
regarding the birds, which normally
arrive during the first week of July:
fogging the trees with a non-toxic, but
noxious mist; repeating the 1998 pyro-
technics that were a limited success; or
doing nothing to disturb the flock, as
one group of residents had suggested.

JULY
After hearing that the use of a fog-

ging agent to disperse the Golf Street-
Wood Road bird flock could pose sig-
nificant legal issues for the township
government, the council backed away
from this option, and eventually de-
cided to take no action other than to
monitor the situation through the sum-
mer.

Scotch Plains expects to receive a
$450,000 county economic develop-
ment grant that will be used for various
downtown business district improve-
ments. The council also received a
$50,000 grant that will go towards the
resurfacing of the Hetfield Avenue rail-
road bridge, a project expected to get
under way later in the summer.

Township Republicans named Frank
Rossi, a member of the Township Board
of Adjustment and a former Fanwood
Borough Councilman, to be their can-
didate in the special November elec-
tion to fill the late Franklin Donatelli’s
council seat.

AUGUST
Despite criticism from the two Re-

publican members, the Township Coun-
cil voted to place a referendum on the
November ballot that, if approved,
would allow Scotch Plains residents to
directly elect their mayor. The Demo-
crats backed the proposal, with Deputy
Mayor Bromley saying a directly-

elected mayor would avoid the present
situation of the council appointing one
of its own to the top spot, a process he
likened to a beauty contest.

Republicans criticized the haste with
which the referendum was being
pushed through the council by the
Democrats as well as the fact that an
elected mayor would have no addi-
tional powers, duties or responsibili-
ties.

The council also rejected two bids
that were submitted to resurface the
Hetfield Avenue bridge.

SEPTEMBER
Township Democrats named Phillip

Wiener, an alternate member of the
Scotch Plains Planning Board, to be
their candidate in the special Novem-
ber election to fill the late Franklin
Donatelli’s council seat.

Mayor Samuel announced that
Scotch Plains will lease about 25 acres
of property from Union County in the
Ashbrook Reservation and turn it into
a park with ballfields. The township
will lease the land for 99 years, at a
cost of $1 per year.

Yet another round of bids for repair-
ing the Hetfield Avenue bridge was
deemed by township officials to be too
high.

In the wake of flooding caused by
Hurricane Floyd in the middle of the
month, the council listened as resi-
dents affected by the rising waters
asked about prospects for completion
of the long-delayed Green Brook Flood
Control Project. Councilman
McClintock directly criticized Berke-
ley Heights for contributing to the de-
lays in finishing the project, which
would prevent the Green Brook and
other flood-prone streams in the area
from overflowing during heavy rain-
falls.

OCTOBER
At its first regular meeting of the

month, the council approved a resolu-
tion urging governmental officials to
move forward on the completion of the
Green Brook Flood Control Project.

Four months after listening to a
lengthy proposal for the establishment
of a Township Shade Tree Commis-
sion, the Council seemed inclined to
put off making a final decision on the
matter. Concerns were raised about a
possible increase in the number of
lawsuits and litigation as well as an
overall reluctance to create an addi-
tional layer of government.

Republican Frank Rossi and Demo-
crat Phillip Wiener, the two candidates
for Township Council, squared off in
two public debates. The first, spon-
sored by the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association, focused
on downtown development issues,
while the second, sponsored by The
Times and the League of Women Vot-
ers, included discussions of a variety
of concerns, such as local property
taxes, the open space and direct may-
oral election referendums, flood pre-
vention, downtown development, the
uses of grant money, and plans for the
former zoo property.

An anonymously-distributed flyer,
which claimed that local authorities
were secretly planning extensive de-
velopment of the former zoo property
and other open spaces in town, was
called erroneous and misleading by
township officials, who believed the
literature, which was delivered pri-
marily to south side residents, was
part of an anti-open space referendum
effort.

Township officials said they were
hopeful about receiving partial reim-
bursement soon from the federal gov-
ernment for the more than $200,000 in
costs involved in dealing with Hurri-
cane Floyd in September.

NOVEMBER
Ten months after relinquishing their

majority, township Republicans won
back control of the council as GOP
candidate Frank Rossi won an over-
whelming victory over Democrat
Phillip Wiener. Mr. Rossi’s election,
with 67 percent of the vote, gave the
Republicans a 3-2 majority on the
Council and the right to select the
mayor next year.

Both local referendums were passed
by Scotch Plains voters. The question
of directly-electing the mayor was eas-
ily approved, with nearly 70 percent,
while the open space referendum re-
ceived just over 50 percent.

Later in the month, Council Repub-
licans agreed to select Councilman
Marks, near the end of his third year in
office, to serve as Mayor in 2000.

He will be the last Mayor chosen by
the Council; the first mayoral election
is set for November 2000.

DECEMBER
Mayor-designate Martin Marks said

that Scotch Plains lawyer Douglas
Hansen would be named Township
Attorney in January, with Andrew
Baron, the current Township Attorney,
serving as assistant.

The Township Council discussed
possible alternatives for animal con-
trol services in the wake of concerns
raised about the operations of Stirling-
based Garden State Kennels, which
presently provides animal control ser-
vices for Scotch Plains. A year after
relinquishing power to the Democrats,
Township Republicans ended the year
preparing to formally take back con-
trol of the council.

downtown, commuter area, recreation
facilities and municipal complex to
the tune of $2.8 million.

The plan had been presented earlier
to state officials, at which time bor-
ough representatives requested
$600,000 to help defray the cost of the
planned improvements.

A standing-room only crowd of about
100 people forced the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board to postpone its hearing on
a controversial proposal by LaGrande
Realty Associates, LLC to erect a resi-
dential apartment complex at the
former Dean Oil site at LaGrande Av-
enue and Second Street.

The developers were eyeing the site
for a three-story building containing
36 rental units. Neighbors of the site
protested that such intense use was
inappropriate for the acre-and-a-quar-
ter lot. A new hearing date was set for
March 25 in the Park Middle School
auditorium in Scotch Plains to accom-
modate the anticipated crowd.

MARCH
For the third time since 1995,

Fanwood’s governing body unveiled a
flat municipal budget. Officials said
the $5,651,321 spending plan — re-
flecting a 0 percent tax increase — was
achieved by trimming operating costs,
removing some projects from the capi-
tal budget and utilizing funds left over
from previous ordinances. The spend-
ing plan was formally adopted April 5.

Some surprise twists occurred in-
volving the Dean Oil site application,
which opponents chalked up to public
pressure against the proposed construc-
tion of an apartment complex there.

The developers decided to reduce
their plan by 33 percent, calling in-
stead for 24 units in a two-story build-
ing. Two days before the March 25
hearing, however, they canceled their
planned appearance before the board.

In other news, the Fanwood Com-
munications/Volunteerism Committee
launched The Fanwoodian, a quarterly
newsletter containing information
about everything from special events
to the borough’s recycling program.

APRIL
Democratic Mayor Maryanne S.

Connelly announced she would not
seek a second term in the November
General Election, saying she did not
feel it was fair to residents since she
was contemplating another run for
Congress in the year 2000.

Council President William E.
Populus, Jr. was tapped as the Demo-
crats’ choice to succeed Mrs. Connelly
as Mayor. Councilman Louis C. Jung
and newcomer Daniel P. Valentino,
3rd, each sought the Republican nod
for the position during Fanwood’s first
contested primary in four decades.

The partners comprising LaGrande
Realty Associates, LLC appeared be-
fore the Planning Board for a concept
hearing on possible renewal of their
application to develop the Dean Oil
site for residential apartments.

It was revealed that if the develop-
ers’ plan was approved, they would
have to designate a portion of the units
for affordable housing or else make a
monetary contribution toward the
building of low- and moderate-income
units in another town through a re-
gional agreement.

Twenty new people signed up for
volunteer opportunities during
Fanwood’s first annual Volunteer Fair
on April 24. Sponsored by the borough’s
Communications/Volunteerism Com-
mittee, the event followed the
municipality’s 10th annual Clean Com-
munities Day.

MAY
In response to neighbors’ concerns

over noise and safety, the Borough Coun-
cil unanimously decided that the pocket
park earmarked for Watson Road should
be passive and not utilized for team
sports. The site had been eyed as pos-
sible field space for youth soccer.

Residents feared noise from athletic
events, particularly on Saturday morn-
ings, would be disruptive. Parking con-
cerns were also raised, since Watson
Road is accessed by the borough’s
emergency service vehicles.

LaGrande Realty Associates resub-
mitted its application for a two-story
apartment complex at the Dean Oil
site. Meanwhile, Fanwood’s govern-
ing body debuted an ordinance calling
for a non-binding referendum that
would permit Fanwood voters to tell
officials whether or not they felt the
borough should purchase the property
under the right of eminent domain or
the state’s 1992 Redevelopment and
Housing Law. The ordinance was
adopted on second reading June 10.

Pleasant Avenue neighbors met with
the Borough Council’s Public Works
Committee to discuss proposed street
renovations. While they supported
plans for resurfacing the residential
thoroughfare, most were strongly op-
posed to curbing and sidewalks. The
council committee agreed to drop side-
walks from the package.

The Fanwood Emergency Manage-
ment Planning Committee, headed by
Police Chief Robert Carboy and com-
prised of emergency service personnel
and others, met for the first time to
discuss ways to ready the borough for
potential “Y2K” problems at the end
of the year. Another meeting took place
in September to review recommenda-
tions.

Information compiled by the group
during the year was disseminated in
the fall via community mailings, TV-
35 and other avenues.

JUNE
Councilman Jung captured the Re-

publican nomination for Mayor in a

landslide victory June 6, and later that
month unveiled a proposal to strengthen
the downtown by relocating the
Fanwood Post Office to the half block
of Second Street between South and
LaGrande Avenues, which includes the
Dean Oil site.

Arguing that the Post Office had
outgrown its longtime South Avenue
address, Mr. Jung maintained the pro-
posed new location would allow the
facility to better meet the needs of
postal customers, while giving the en-
tire area a boost by serving as an “an-
chor store” for businesses there.

A proposal to expand the LaGrande
Park Recreation Building, using
$100,000 in 1999 Project Pocket Park
funds from Union County, drew strong
opposition from some residents who
feared the proposed expansion would
negatively impact taxes, safety and
green space, among other concerns.
While an architect has reviewed the
expansion plans, the council is not
expected to take action on the matter

Council Republicans opposed the
proposal, saying they felt the proposed
survey was too narrow in scope. Mayor
Connelly broke the tie vote in favor of
applying for the grant.

The second leg of the Planning
Board’s hearing on LaGrande Realty
Associates’ proposal for the Dean Oil
site was held. Expert witnesses for the
applicants described alterations to the
apartment complex plan which were
made in response to concerns voiced
by members of the board and the pub-
lic.

William Denzler, an urban planner
for the applicant, testified that the pro-
posed complex would have a less sub-
stantial impact on the surrounding area
than commercial or retail uses and that
it would serve a need for rental units in
the area.

He also argued that a multi-dwelling
facility had previously been consid-
ered for Fanwood, although he con-
ceded that such a project had never
been given the governing body’s stamp

complexes having similar numbers of
units per acre as the one that was
proposed for Fanwood.

He additionally claimed the project
would help Fanwood meet its afford-
able housing obligation, which he
placed at 45 units. The planner’s argu-
ment was rejected by Borough Engi-
neer Richard Marsden, however, who
said no such figure had been received
from the state Council on Affordable
Housing.

A traffic consultant retained by the
Planning Board testified that national
trip generation statistics from the In-
stitute of Transportation Engineers in-
dicated that office/retail use of the site
would produce a greater number of
trips than the proposed apartment com-
plex.

SEPTEMBER
Obligated by state law to reach a

verdict on the Dean Oil site appeal by
October 1, the Planning Board heard
further testimony at its regular meet-
ing on September 22 and at a special
meeting one week later.

During the September 22 meeting,
developer Vincent Bontempo revealed
that an environmental technical firm
had uncovered evidence that contami-
nated runoff water may have seeped
onto the Dean Oil property from adja-
cent sites.

According to Mr. Bontempo, the
firm did not believe the seepage would
have any impact on the apartment com-
plex as long as there was no basement
in the building or drilling of wells on
the lot.

The final hearing on September 29,
which lasted past midnight, culmi-
nated with the board’s decision to re-
ject the use variance application by a 6
to 1 vote. Area residents who had op-
posed the project from the start ap-
plauded the board’s decision.

Among concerns cited by board
members were the proposed density of
the project, potential overuse of
LaGrande Park and the reported con-
tamination.

For the second September in a row,
the area was pummeled by a powerful
storm. Tropical Storm Floyd careened
through New Jersey on September 16,
bringing heavy rains which left many
areas underwater. Power outages were
also reported.

In addition, area residents were told
to keep water use to a minimum and to
boil all water used for cooking, wash-
ing food and brushing teeth after flood-
ing temporarily crippled the
Elizabethtown Water Company’s
Raritan-Millstone Water Treatment
Plant in Bound Brook.

In Fanwood, Police Chief Robert
Carboy, the borough’s Emergency
Management Coordinator, reported
that six people had to be evacuated
from their homes on Cecilia Place due
to flooding from a nearby brook. While
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entire Borough Council, members of
the Library Board of Trustees and the
public.

Finally, a State Police Uniform Crime
Report revealed that the number of
reported crimes in Fanwood dropped
from 186 in 1997 to 99 in 1998. Chief
Carboy attributed the decline to longer
jail terms and decreased opportunities
to commit crimes, as well as the
borough’s effort to give the Fanwood
Police Department a stronger pres-
ence.

OCTOBER
The Borough Council passed a reso-

lution asking the North Jersey District
Post Office to look into prospective
alternate sites for the Fanwood Post
Office, which officials maintain had
outgrown its South Avenue location.

Candidates for Mayor and council
had an opportunity to present them-
selves and their campaign platforms
during an October 22 candidates’ fo-
rum sponsored by The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and the Westfield Area
League of Women Voters. The event
was held in the Fanwood Council
Chambers and broadcast on Fanwood’s
TV-35.

NOVEMBER
Election Day saw a surprise Repub-

lican sweep by Councilman Louis C.
Jung in the Mayor’s race and Council-
man Stuart S. Kline and Thomas P.
Ryan, Jr. for two council vacancies.
Mr. Jung defeated his Democratic op-
ponent, Council President William E.
Populus, Jr., with tallies of 1,160 to
945.

In the other two races, Mr. Kline and
Mr. Ryan overcame challenges from
Patricia Plante and Adele Kenny. Un-
official totals gave Mr. Kline and Mr.
Ryan 1,225 and 1,168 votes, respec-
tively. Mrs. Plante garnered 901 votes,
with Ms. Kenny drawing 840.

The three-way victory gave the GOP
control of the governing body for the
first time in 12 years and marked the
first time a Republican was elected
Mayor since 1983. Mr. Jung and his
running mates chalked up their wins to
hard work and an issue-oriented cam-
paign.

Voters also threw their support be-
hind two local referendums, including
one endorsing the LOSAP program for
volunteer firefighters and rescue squad
members and another favoring purchase
of the Dean Oil property by the borough
should the site become available.

Later in the month, the Borough
Council approved renewal of its fran-
chise agreement with Comcast
Cablevision of New Jersey, Inc. for a
cable television and communications
system in Fanwood. The new 15-year
pact replaced the borough’s previous
10-year agreement with Comcast.

The governing body unveiled an or-
dinance, endorsed by New Jersey Com-
mon Cause, which is designed to elimi-
nate potential conflicts of interest by
limiting the use of certain govern-
ment-owned buildings and equipment
for political fundraising. It was adopted
on second reading in December.

Officials also passed a resolution
increasing permit parking fees at the
Fanwood train station for borough resi-
dents from $15 to $18, effective on
Saturday, January 1. The council’s de-
cision marked the first permit fee in-
crease since 1990.

The Fanwood Downtown Revital-
ization Committee revealed that de-
velopment of a Fanwood Business and
Professional Association was continu-
ing. Members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School DECA Chapter
assisted with the project, distributing
surveys to merchants door-to-door
seeking input on issues and priorities
in the business district.

DECEMBER
During the governing body’s last

regular meeting of the year, colleagues
and others honored Mayor Connelly
on her achievements and contributions
to the borough over almost two de-
cades. Elected Mayor in 1995, she
previously served as a councilwoman,
Police Commissioner and member of
the Fanwood Planning Board, among
other positions.

Officials revealed that three devel-
opment offers had reportedly been
made for the Dean Oil site, although
such bids could not be confirmed with
the real estate company which has
been marketing the property. The gov-
erning body opted, for the present time,
not to pursue acquisition of the lot
while waiting to see if any of the
reported development proposals would
be desirable for the property.

Honoring a request by Fanwood Li-
brary Director Daniel Weiss, the coun-
cil approved reallocation of funds origi-
nally earmarked for automation of the
library to complete upgrades at the
facility.

Mayor-elect Jung announced that he
planned to appoint Wilfred P. Coronato,
an attorney with a Springfield law firm
and a one-time candidate for Borough
Council, to succeed Dennis Estis as
Borough Attorney in the new adminis-
tration.

A majority vote among governing
body members will be necessary to
approve the appointment. Mr. Jung
said Mr. Estis would stay on board for
the first part of the year 2000 to help
with the transition from the old to the
new administration.

Officials wrapped up business for
the year during a special meeting on
December 28, which included Mayor
Connelly’s farewell remarks to col-
leagues and members of the commu-
nity as she wrapped up her tenure on
the governing body.
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LOCAL LANDMARK...The Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center, formerly
known as the Carriage House, has become the focal point of cultural activity in
Fanwood.

William A. Burke  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMMUNITY CELEBRATION…Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly presides over the
dedication of the long-awaited Millennium Clock during the September 26 “Fanny
Wood Day” celebration. Here, she welcomes Philathalians actress Tonya Francesca
Cama, who portrayed the legendary Miss Wood at the event.

until the year 2000.
It was announced that the borough

reached a new three-year contract with
Fanwood Policeman’s Benevolent As-
sociation Local No. 123, reflecting a
3.9 percent pay increase for each year of
the agreement. On June 10, the Bor-
ough Council approved a resolution
authorizing the Mayor to sign the pact.

A dilapidated house and garage
standing between The Chelsea at
Fanwood and the Post Office on South
Avenue was demolished to pave the
way for a new, four-story Chelsea fa-
cility containing apartments on the
lower three levels, with a special as-
sisted living unit on the top floor. The
project was approved by the Fanwood
Planning Board the previous August.

Testimony began before the Plan-
ning Board June 23 concerning
LaGrande Realty Associates’ contro-
versial application to construct a two-
story apartment complex at the Dean
Oil site. The hearing was held at Park
Middle School in Scotch Plains to
accommodate the large turnout.

The developers, along with an archi-
tect and a licensed engineer who testi-
fied as expert witnesses for LaGrande
Realty, gave an overview of the latest
proposal, which called for 23 two-
bedroom apartments and two one-bed-
room units. Four of the dwellings were
tapped for affordable housing.

Topics covered during the hearing –
which once again drew an audience of
more than 100 people – included the
design of the building, along with park-
ing, lighting, landscaping, the location
of a dumpster and the handling of
recyclable materials.

JULY
Temperatures in the 100-degree

bracket, coupled by a severe rainfall
shortage, made this the driest July in
33 years, according to Professor Ray
Daly, Director of the Cooperative Re-
cording Center at Union County Col-
lege in Cranford, an official weather-
recording center for the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Association.

Meanwhile, Fanwood’s governing
body contemplated a one-year trial
program that would permit individuals
owing fines to the Municipal Court to
pay their debt through credit cards.

It was hoped the initiative would help
the borough recoup at least a portion of
the $215,000 in outstanding fines owed
to the court since the early 1980s. The
program was also touted as a way to cut
down on the number of time payments
and the related paperwork.

Members of the Fanwood Volunteer
Rescue Squad petitioned elected offi-
cials to approve a Length of Service
Award Program (LOSAP) to provide
deferred pension benefits for emer-
gency service volunteers.

Squad members maintained that a
LOSAP would not only reward current
fire department and rescue squad vol-
unteers but possibly serve as a recruit-
ment incentive as well. An ordinance
supporting a Fanwood LOSAP was
adopted by the Borough Council on
August 12.

Pending approval by voters through
a binding referendum, it called for
qualified volunteers to receive $500
each per year through the pension pro-
gram.

It was announced that Fanwood had
been awarded $400,000 in state and
county grant money, which officials
said would be used to make significant
strides toward revitalizing the
borough’s downtown.

The Borough Council was divided
along party lines on whether to pursue
a $10,000 county grant for a consultant
to perform a marketing analysis of the
Dean Oil property to determine the
best possible use of the lot.

of approval.
Engineer Andrew Birtok, testifying

on behalf of the developers, discussed
aspects such as landscaping, parking,
driveways and a dumpster area. He
revealed that plans called for trash and
recyclable materials to be collected by
a private party.

AUGUST
With no significant rainfall in sight,

Governor Christine Todd Whitman de-
clared a statewide drought emergency
on August 5. New Jerseyans were or-
dered to seriously curtail their outdoor
water use or face heavy fines.

In Fanwood, merchants and profes-
sionals also dealt with downtown is-
sues during two workshop programs
sponsored by the Fanwood Downtown
Revitalization Committee.

The forums were held to allow mem-
bers of the downtown community to
voice their ideas and concerns, to gen-

erate input on how best to use grant
money awarded to Fanwood by the
state and county to revitalize the down-
town and to recruit a core group of
people to guide development of a local
business and professional association
in the borough.

Participants discussed such issues as
ongoing improvements to the rear area
of stores along Martine Avenue, pe-
destrian safety and the need for the
business community to have strong
representation. The workshops were
also successful in attracting people to
help launch the proposed association.

The Borough Council considered a
tentative ordinance which would in-
corporate a development fee into
Fanwood’s Borough Code for all new
development in Fanwood.

These fees were to be placed in a
Housing Trust Fund to cover adminis-
trative and related costs incurred by
the borough in reviewing and process-
ing affordable housing applications.

Further testimony was presented in
the Dean Oil case. Mr. Denzler cited
several other towns with apartment

some residents had experienced base-
ment flooding and power outages, there
were no reports of structural damage.
A police vehicle was lost to floodwa-
ters on Shady Lane, however, while
responding to a 9-1-1 call.

Fire department members responded
to about 50 local residences impacted
by Floyd, while the Department of
Public Works also played a significant
role in helping the borough cope with
the aftermath of the storm. Besides
assisting their neighbors in Fanwood,
members of the Rescue Squad also
came to the aid of flood victims in
severely-affected Bound Brook.

Sunny skies returned in time for the
fourth annual Fanny Wood Day celebra-
tion on September 26, highlighted by the
long-awaited unveiling of the Millen-
nium Clock next to the Fanwood train
station on South and Martine Avenues.

Another highlight was the Septem-
ber 18 ribbon-cutting ceremony cel-
ebrating the Fanwood Memorial
Library’s transition to full automation.
Joining Library Director Daniel Weiss
for the event were Mayor Connelly, the


