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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK
Member - American Gem Society

The Mark of a Quality Jeweler is Trust.
Trust Isn’t Made, it is Earned Over Time.

Now in our 94th Year

Pictured Above is The First Home of Michael Kohn Jewelers

Whether your children’s college education, a comfortable retirement, a
new home or a great vacation are your priorities, Family Investors
Company can help you achieve your financial goals. We listen, we

advise, we perform, but most of all we care!

Visit us on the Web at www.fanwoodnj.com/faminvco

INVEST FOR THE FUTURE OF THE NEW MILLENNIUM

CALL TODAY FOR OUR
 MARKET REPORT

(908) 322-1800
Member NASD & SIPC

Family
Investors
Company
265 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

261 South Avenue, East
Westfield • (908) 317-5777

Owned & Operated by The Spears Family

William H. Gazi, Esq.
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

30 years Trial Experience
908-272-0200 • 800-541-8383
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE

Representing the Seriously Injured in
Personal Injury Claims and Lawsuits

THE WAY IT WAS…These figures, published in the November 28, 1923 edition of
The Westfield Leader, show the surge in Westfield’s population from the Reconstruc-
tion era to just after World War I, as former city dwellers relocated to this suburban
community to escape overcrowding and high rents. Today, Westfield has a popula-
tion of more than 29,000 people.

Werner Glass to Recall
Youth in Shanghai
At Jan. 5 Luncheon

WESTFIELD – “Growing Up in
Shanghai, 1933-1947” will be the title
of a slide/lecture by Werner Glass at
the First Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society at noon
on January 5 at B.G. Fields Restaurant.

Mr. Glass was six years old in 1933
when his family left Germany for
Shanghai, China to escape the Nazi
regime. He will tell of his youth while
growing up in Shanghai during the
turbulent 1930s and 1940s.

Included in the many pictures he has
of those years are some taken by an
official Nazi photographer and trans-
ferred to his collection.

Mr. Glass, who came to the United
States in 1947, later became a chemi-
cal engineer with Exxon. He and his
wife, Lois, have been residents of
Westfield for 32 years. He retired from
Exxon in 1986.

Regular attendees at the First
Wednesday Luncheon will be contacted
by a committee of the Historical Soci-
ety to verify their reservations. Space
permitting, others may attend. They
are asked to call (908) 233-2930 be-
fore noon on Monday, January 3, for
seating information.

Former Town Resident Takes Nostalgic Look Back
At Life in Pastoral Westfield During Bygone Eras

By WARREN A. PETERS, JR.
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Eighty years ago,
Westfield was a small town of about
10,000 people. There was no manufac-
turing, just retail businesses such as
Windfeldt’s grocery, Goldberg Tailor
and Wittke Cigars. The only chain
store was A&P.

The other retail stores were owned
and operated by local residents. Most
of the wage earners commuted to New
York or Newark via the New Jersey
Central Railroad, which divided the
town into the north and south sides.

Besides Westfield High School on
Elm Street, there were Grant and Wash-
ington schools on the north side of
town and McKinley and Lincoln
schools on the south side. There was
also Holy Trinity, a parochial school,
on the south side. The public library
was on Broad Street facing Mountain
Avenue.

In the spring of 1919, my parents,
Warren A. and Helen B. Peters, bought
a house in Westfield at 625 Maple
Street. I was six years old and my
brother, George, was four. At that time,
Maple Street had a black macadam
strip down the middle. It had side-
walks, but no curb or gutters.

The street was just one block long,
between Harrison and Chestnut. Maye
Street, parallel to Maple, was similar.
On the other side of Maple was the last
block of Kimball, ending at Chestnut.
That block, in 1919, was a dirt road
with a few houses under construction.

Our house, built in 1914, had four
bedrooms, one bath and a sleeping
porch on the second floor. Above that
was an attic which we used for storage.
On the first floor was a living room,
dining room, kitchen and pantry. The
basement had a half bath and a coal-
burning furnace. A driveway led to a
one-car garage in back, next to which
was a chicken coop. The price paid by
my parents, I learned later, was $5,000.

When we arrived in Westfield, World
War I had been over for less than a year
and was still very much alive in people’s
consciousness. On Memorial Day 1919,
the parade started at the Revolutionary
War cemetery across from The Presby-
terian church and marched out Broad
Street to Fairview Cemetery.

A few Civil War veterans, driven in
cars, took part in the parade. There
were many from the Spanish-Ameri-
can War and, of course, large numbers
from the recently-concluded World
War.

A band played Sousa marches,
“America” and “The Star Spangled
Banner.” One of the expressions

brought back from the World War was
“cooties,” which were fleas or other
pests which attached themselves to
troops in the trenches. Right after the
war, a new hairstyle evolved for women:
puffs over each ear. Often, they were
referred to as “cootie garages.”

I started at Grant School near the end
of first grade, having completed most
of the year before we moved. It was an
easy walk up Harrison to Broad Street
and over to the school. Going back to
our neighborhood, students usually
went via Stanley Oval and down a path
to Maye and Maple Streets. Grant
School just had six grades.

To complete “grammar” school,
those living in our area had to go to
Washington School, near the high
school on Elm Street, for seventh and
eighth grades. Later, Roosevelt Junior
High School was built, which left
Washington and Lincoln Schools with
only six grades and eliminated the
freshman year at Westfield High in
1926.

Maple Street was a great place for
our family, especially for George and
me, for there were many children of or
close to our age.

They were Richard Ehlers, John
Donaldson, Sam and Jackie Hicks,
Norma, Charles, Elizabeth and Stanley
Hill, Vera and Gladys Ackerman,
Charles and Richard Garretson, Charles
and Sophie Shaeffer. A little older, but
also part of the group, were George
and Betty Thayer.

Nearby, on the corner of Harrison
and Kimball, were Herb, Bob and Ken
Cornell. Next to us, on one side, were
the Arthur Hollands, whose daughter,
Gladys, and her husband, Kenneth
Mitchell, lived with them much of the
time.

On the other side was a vacant lot on
which the Waughs built a new house a
few years later. On Maple Street, which
had little traffic, we learned to ride
bicycles, played softball and touch
football.

At first, there were no trucks. Milk
was carried in horse-drawn wagons
and deposited on the back porch by the
milkman. Other carts brought fresh
vegetables which residents could buy
from the driver on the street. Likewise,
ice in large chunks was brought to
kitchen refrigerators by the “iceman”
from his wagon. Later, motorized ve-
hicles would bring the Good Humor
man with popsicles, ice cream and
other frozen goodies. The police pa-
trolled the streets on bicycles.

Home entertainment consisted of
shelves full of books, hand-wound
“Victrolas” on which to play records,

“crystal” radios with ear phones and
no electrical power. Musical perfor-
mances by family or guests and games
such as bridge, chess, checkers, domi-
nos, Mah-Jongg, hearts, poker and soli-
taire were other forms of recreation.

Outside the home, people could go
to see Charlie Chaplin, Douglas
Fairbanks, Mary Pickford or Buster
Keaton, among others, in silent black-
and-white movies at the Rialto The-
atre; concerts, minstrel shows, carni-
vals, the traveling circus and school
plays.

Mother played the piano and I learned
to play the piano, clarinet and saxo-
phone. George played the banjo. Dad
sang and I often joined in.

Telephones were vertical columns
with a mouthpiece on top and a side
hook on which receivers were hung
when not in use. Most people had
“party” lines serving four or five houses
but which could be used by only one at
a time.

Grant School was a pleasant place.
Each teacher taught all of the subjects
for each grade. The one I remember
best was Miss Dorothy Danns in sixth
grade. The school had a big playground
with swings and see-saws. On rainy
days, there was a large basement for
recess.

In sixth grade, I was a member of the
Junior Police which, wearing metal
arm badges, helped students cross the
streets around the school and some-
times stopped student fights. I also
rang the bell which signified that school
had started.

There were houses on both sides of
Chestnut Street, except where the
Westfield Tennis Club was located, but
in back of the houses on the other side
were empty fields and a few fruit trees.
I remember climbing a cherry tree and
falling to the ground when I reached
too far. Beyond the fields was a wooded
area, including a small pond where
some of us took a dip in the summer.
Later, this whole back area became
Wychwood.

While George and I were enjoying
the neighborhood and the school, our
parents participated in many commu-
nity activities.

They attended the First Congrega-
tional Church, where our father be-
came a deacon and I later sang in the
choir. Don Ivan Patch was the Pastor.
Dad also belonged to the Masons, the
Sons of the American Revolution and
the Men’s Glee Club. Mother was a
member of the Eastern Star, the Gar-
den and Woman’s Clubs.

I finished sixth grade at Grant School
in 1924 and went to Washington School
for seventh and eighth grades. My fa-
vorite teacher there was Miss Lillian
Newman. “Aunt Lily,” we called her.
Again, we walked to school and took
our lunch or walked down Elm Street
to town for a sandwich.

The school offered courses in En-
glish, mathematics, civics, history and
geography. “Aunt Lily” added music
appreciation and elocution to her En-
glish classes.

In 1926, the new Roosevelt Junior
High School was completed and my
ninth-grade class became the first to
graduate in 1927. There, I played the
clarinet in the orchestra. By then, I had
also become a member of the Boy
Scouts and the YMCA, where I often
swam in the pool. About this time,
George and I had joined the Westfield
Tennis Club. Besides tennis courts, the
club had a large “ballroom” where
Margery Denman Mowery gave danc-
ing lessons for groups of young people.
George and I attended.

Across from the tennis club lived
Anne and Pat Cummings, both good
tennis players; Joanne Lacrosse, Jim
and Kim Whitehead. Kim later was
Captain of the Yale football team.
Howard Quick, at age 75, was out on
the tennis courts almost every day in
the summer. George and I played often
and I kept my membership until I left
Westfield early in 1936.

For vacations, we often took motor
trips. Dad had been driving since the
first Ford Model T was on the market,
but Mother did not drive, so Dad did it
all. Over the years, we traveled over
the eastern United States from Virginia
to Maine, and even into Canada.

Sometimes we drove to the New
Jersey beaches. Herb Cornell’s family
had a house at Point Pleasant and I
often spent time there. Several sum-
mers, my family rented a beach cot-
tage there and other Westfield people
did, too. Often there were “excursions”
on the railroad to Asbury Park and
Ocean Grove.

Mindowaskin Park was a joy. We
had picnics there in the summer, strolled
in all seasons, coasted down the hill
and skated on the lake in the winter.
Once, in 1919, Dad took our sled down
with George and me on his back, not
anticipating the shock when we hit the
ice at the bottom. The result was a
broken rib. In the summer, there were
large crowds for the band concerts.
Many parked their cars on the road and
honked their horns in applause.

Others, mostly young people, walked
around the bandstand chatting with
friends. In 1946, Mother painted a
picture of the lake, hill and The Pres-
byterian Church in winter.

We had a Studebaker soft top “tour-
ing car” or “phaeton” with side cur-
tains for rain during most of the 1920s,
and in 1929 got a new Studebaker
sedan. Other cars of the period in-
cluded the Packard, Stanley Steamer,
Pierce Arrow, Dodge, Ford, Olds,
Durant, Duesenberg, Chevrolet,
Bentley, Rolls-Royce, Auburn, Buick,
Moon and some electric vehicles.

Ordinary crime was almost non-ex-
istent, confined mostly to traffic viola-
tions, although from 1919 until 1933,
when Prohibition was repealed, “speak-
easies” flourished, one of which was
Danker’s, which illegally served alco-
holic beverages. There were “bootleg-
gers” who sold liquor to individuals
and farmers, who made “applejack,”
an apple brandy, and “hard” cider. A
number of people made “home brew,”
a kind of beer, in their cellars. Many

Westfield AARP Chapter
To Hold Monday Meeting

Pvt. Petruccelli Slated to Leave
Monday for Combat Training

ADHD to be Discussed
During Jan. 5 Program
MOUNTAINSIDE — Leslie

Tsukroff, a Licensed Clinical Social
Worker, will discuss Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) dur-
ing a program entitled “ADHD’s Im-
pact on the Family” at the next Western
Union County CHADD (Children and
Adults with Attention Deficit Disor-
der) meeting at Children’s Specialized
Hospital in Mountainside.

The meeting will take place on
Wednesday, January 5, from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. CHADD is a non-profit,
national organization which provides
education, advocacy and support for
individuals with ADHD.

For more information, please call
Regina Monahan at (908) 301-0709.

HELPING PETS…Susan Rosander’s fourth-grade class at McGinn Elementary
School in Scotch Plains recently organized a pet food drive to benefit the Union
County American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) in
North Plainfield. Displaying their donations, pictured left to right, are: Annie
Smith, Lindsay Zuber, Briana Caracter, Matt Fitzgibbon, Jeff Stuart, Michael
Bover and Sean Dolgin.

WESTFIELD –The Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
meet on Monday, January 3, at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, lo-
cated at 140 Mountain Avenue at the
corner of East Broad Street.

The social period with refreshments
will begin at 1 p.m. and the meeting
will start a half hour later, to be fol-
lowed by the guest speaker. The speaker
will be a representative from the United
States Immigration and Naturalization
Service, who will discuss “Current
Immigration Rules and Regulations.”

Members are reminded to bring vol-
unteer donations of non-perishable
grocery items such as canned, boxed
and paper products for the Food Pan-
try. These items will be donated to
poor, homeless and temporarily unem-
ployed individuals.

“To enhance these persons’ holiday
dinners, members generously donated
over $400, which has been converted
into $10 food certificates which can be
used at supermarkets for the purchase

of meats and poultry,” said Commu-
nity Service Chairman Skeets Kuzmuk.

Members of the Tray Favor Com-
mittee, under the direction of Chair-
woman Eleanor Evans, decorated over
100 pine-cone Christmas trees to be
placed on the food trays of patients at
Runnells Specialized Hospital during
the holiday season.

The Trips and Tours Committee will
announce a series of single day and
multi-day overnight excursions for the
coming year at Monday’s meeting.
Earlier this month, chapter members
traveled to Pennsylvania, where they
visited Amish country, saw “The
Miracle of Christmas” Pageant at the
Sight and Sound Theater and toured
the home of President James Buchanan.

For further information, please call
Hazel Hardgrove at (973) 376-3348.

Westfield Library Sets
Internet Class for Kids
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-

morial Library will hold an Internet
class geared specifically for children
in grades 3 and up on Saturday, Janu-
ary 15, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Presented by Children’s Librarian
Adrienne Basso, the program will teach
basic methods of Internet searching,
along with simple, effective ways to
evaluate Web site information.

In-person registration will begin on
Saturday, January 8, at the library’s
Children’s Desk. All youngsters must
have a valid Westfield Library card
and be in the appropriate grade to
attend. Class size is limited.

The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. For additional informa-
tion, please call the Children’s Depart-
ment at (908) 789-4090.

Pvt. Joseph Petruccelli

WESTFIELD – Joseph Petruccelli,
who received his diploma in June from
Westfield High School, graduated from
Marine Boot Camp on December 3
and is now a Private in the United
States Marines.

Private Petruccelli, who has been
serving as a Recruiter Assistant in
Westfield, is scheduled to leave for
Marine Combat Training this Monday,
January 3.

While in high school, he partici-
pated in Varsity football, ice hockey
and lacrosse. Private Petruccelli is the
son of Salvatore and Marie Petruccelli
and the brother of Cristina Petruccelli
of Westfield.

Volunteers Offered
Training to Prepare
Income Tax Returns

ELIZABETH – Community Access
Unlimited, headquartered in Elizabeth,
and the Union County RSVP (Retired
and Senior Volunteer Program) will
sponsor VITA (Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance) training for volunteers in-
terested in preparing income tax re-
turns for low- and moderate-income
residents of Union County.

During training, VITA volunteers
will learn to prepare both federal and
state tax forms. Upon completion, they
will prepare the income tax returns of
eligible residents at sites throughout
Union County.

For information, please call RSVP
at Community Access Unlimited, (908)
354-3040, extension no. 319.
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