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STUDENT LEADERSHIP�Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly and Scotch
Plains Mayor Geri Samuel declared February 2-8 as DECA Free Enterprise
Week in each of their communities. Eric Konzelman, Doug Gillie and Rob Bugg,
all sophomores and second-year DECA students at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, are planning and participating in a series of activities to promote free
enterprise, including creation of a newsletter, business interviews and visits to
local schools to explain the American economic system. Pictured, left to right,
are: Eric, Mayor Connelly, Mayor Samuel and Doug.

Inspection of School District
By County Goes �Smoothly�

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

During the January 28 regular pub-
lic meeting of the Board of Educa-
tion, Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol B. Choye reported that the
�paper and facilities� monitoring of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district went smoothly last week.

On behalf of the state, representa-
tives from the Union County
Superintendent�s Office visited Coles
Elementary School, Park Middle
School, Terrill Middle School and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
to monitor facilities for 100 percent
compliance in areas like lighting,
wiring and water pressure.

Monitors also reviewed in detail
the offices of Dr. John Crews, Assis-
tant Superintendent for Instruction;
Robert Raiford, Personnel Special-
ist, and Eleanor McClymont, Direc-
tor of Pupil Services.

Dr. Choye indicated that financial
monitoring will remain open until
April to allow the business office to
complete the auditing corrections
which it has already initiated.

During the meeting, the Board of
Education approved for adoption the
policy revisions and regulations re-
garding administration of medica-

tion to students during school hours
or school-sponsored activities.

While the school nurse has pri-
mary responsibility for �administra-
tion of a pre-filled, single dose auto-
injector mechanism containing epi-
nephrine,� the policy requires that
another designated employee be
trained in the event the school nurse
is not physically present.

The policy change focuses prima-
rily on those students who suffer
from anaphylaxis, a potentially life-
threatening allergic reaction to a va-
riety of things, including bee stings,
peanuts, certain medications and
exercise.

The board also passed a resolution
opposing State Assembly Bill No.
2499 regarding Debt Service Repay-
ment in regional school districts.
Under the proposed legislation, debt
service on bond referendums to fi-
nance construction or renovation of
school facilities would be borne by
municipalities with more than 25
percent of the student population.

The resolution stated: �All con-
stituent municipalities of the regional
school district benefit from the con-
struction of school facilities through
the education of their children and
through other community uses of the

school facilities.�
As determined by a state formula,

the municipal share of the tax re-
quirements of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood is presently 77.9 percent
and 22 percent, respectively.

In its resolution, the board stated:
�A-2499 would create a benefit to
those constituent municipalities with
less than 25 percent of the student
population and impose an increased
tax burden for those constituent mu-
nicipalities with 25 percent or more
of the student population.�

BANNER YEAR FOR FOOD DRIVE�Over three truckloads of food were
contributed by Terrill Middle School students from Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
to be distributed to needy local families. The Scotch Plains Welfare Department
welcomed the contributions, and thanked the students for doing a wonderful job.
Packing boxes, pictured left to right, are: Christian Gray, Tedwick Theodore,
Paul Tadej, Dave Senatore and Markell Harrison.

Township Council Begins Review
Of Proposals to Expand Parking

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil is beginning the process of evalu-
ating proposals to expand the avail-
ability of parking in the municipal
lot on Park Avenue, between Town-
ship Hall and East Second Street.

At the council�s planning meeting
Tuesday night, Dennis J. Harrington,
Principal Township Engineer, and
Joseph D. Timko, Assistant Engi-
neer, presented the governing body
with preliminary renditions of what
a revamped parking lot might look
like.

The main objective, Mr. Harrington
said, �is to maximize parking.�

According to the engineers, the
lot�s present configuration leaves
wasted spaces.

By re-striping the lot, which would
extend from Township Hall to East
Second Street behind the First Union
Bank building, and paving and strip-
ing the area around the firehouse on
Senger Place, 109 new parking spaces
would be gained, said Robert LaCosta,
Building Inspector and Construction
Official. This would increase the
number of available spaces from 246
to 355.

One option presented to the coun-
cil is for the township to sell the
portion of property directly in front
of Park Avenue, between the drive-

way next to Township Hall and
Fagioli Restaurant, for the purpose
of constructing a two-story, 19,000-
square-foot commercial building
(9,500 square feet per floor), that
could contain retail and office space.

The building itself would elimi-
nate 18 parking spaces and require
an additional 95 slots to accommo-
date the its employees and clientele.

The township engineers also
pointed out that their initial plans did
not account for parking lot landscap-
ing and lighting, which would also
result in the loss of several additional
parking spaces.

The question for the council to
consider as the process moves for-
ward will be whether the proposed
building would require so many park-
ing spaces itself as to render any
overall lot expansion a break-even
proposition at best.

Democratic Councilman Tarquin
Jay Bromley asked that the engineers
come up with a further revision of
their plan that includes the layout of
the landscaping and lighting.

�What we need to know is, can it be
done?� he said. The council also
asked for estimates of how much tax
revenue the proposed building would
generate, and how much a parking
lot refurbishing would cost. Revised
sketches of the proposal are expected
to be presented in mid-March.

Officials also discussed the so-
called Y2K computer problem,
which, in less than 11 months, will
either be deemed a valid concern or
an overblown scare. Council mem-
bers are considering joining a Union
County grant program to examine
the impact of the problem on munici-
pal computer systems.

Mayor Geri M. Samuel expressed
some concern about the integrity of
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Local School Districts React to Projected Aid
Figures; Westfield, SP-F to Receive Increases

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Local reaction to last week�s an-
nouncement from Trenton regarding
projected state aid to schools was
mixed. Westfield was pleased, as was
Scotch Plains-Fanwood; Mountain-

side was not surprised.
In Union County, where state aid

for 1999-2000 rose an average of
13.5 percent among 21 districts,
Westfield schools received the sev-
enth highest increase, a boost of 20
percent to $3,706,838.

�We�re pleased with what we re-
ceived,� stated Robert Berman, Busi-
ness Administrator. �We originally
based our (budget) calculations on
no increase, and were hoping against
a decrease.�

Following last year�s outcry

against the state�s distribution of aid,
officials worked to refine a formula
which links aid to a particular school
district�s wealth and student popula-
tion. Wealth is calculated according
to property values and residents� in-
comes.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools
will receive a modest 5 percent in-
crease in aid to $3,573,690.

�We were pleased because we didn�t
lose money,� stated Business Ad-
ministrator and Board Secretary
Matthew A. Clarke.

He indicated that special educa-
tion saw the greatest increase to
$2,358,894 for 1999-2000 compared
to $2,196,418 for 1998-1999.

The state recently modified its sys-
tem of classifying special education
students within four tiers. Mr. Clarke
explained that, under the new guide-
lines, students have moved from one
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Final Campaign to Get Underway
In Quest for Millennium Clock

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Borough of Fanwood is enter-
ing the final phase of fundraising for
its millennium clock, with a planned
appeal to area businesses and resi-
dents expected to begin this week-
end.

Presently, contributions toward the
purchase of the Victorian-style time-
piece total $15,000. An additional
$5,000 is needed to complete the
acquisition.

Funds have come from varying
sources, including major donations
from United National Bank, First
Savings Bank, Statewide Savings
Bank and Comcast.

Proceeds from the borough�s first
three Fanny Wood Days have also
been earmarked for the clock pur-
chase. These total approximately
$9,000.

�The purchase of the clock is a
successful joint effort among mer-
chants and borough officials,� said
Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly, �and that�s what it was
intended to be.�

The Mayor reported that the clock
has been ordered from Verdin Clock
in Pennsylvania, which has a tradi-

tion of fine clock-making dating back
to 1842. It is expected to arrive dur-
ing the summer, and officials hope to
have it in place for September�s an-
nual Fanny Wood Day.

While Verdin will supervise the
installation of the timepiece, which
will arrive in parts, the actual work
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Amended Site Plan Is Approved
For Fifth Street Lot in Fanwood
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

Convening January 27 for its first
regular meeting of the new year, the
Fanwood Planning Board voted 4 to
1 in favor of an amended site plan for
a subdivision which was initially
approved more than a decade ago.

Before that, however, the board
held its annual election of officers.
Gregory S. Cummings will continue
as Board Chairman, Jack Molenaar
as Vice Chairman, Robert S. Mega as
Attorney and Ruth Page as Secretary.
The board�s 1999 calendar of meet-
ing dates was also approved.

Board members subsequently heard
an appeal by Ernest Fantini of Scotch
Plains to amend his subdivision/site
plan for property he owns at 49 Fifth
Street. Although he received approval
to subdivide the lot in 1987, Mr.
Fantini did not begin developing the
land for about 10 years.

He recently built a house on one of
the lots, having gained approval to
develop it in September of 1997. Mr.
Fantini came before the board last
week seeking approval to build a
house on the adjacent lot.

A development proposal for the
latter property was rejected in April
of 1997, after Mr. Fantini twice failed
to appear before the board to discuss
changes to his site plan.

The applicant, who plans to build
a larger house than originally pro-
posed on the second piece of prop-
erty, sought to amend his original
site plan last week to allow for greater
lot coverage. Board members noted
Mr. Fantini�s proposed side yard set-
back was 34.1 feet, less than a foot
under the permitted 35-foot distance.

Nearly two years ago, the Planning
Board had asked Mr. Fantini to re-
vise his site plan for this lot because
of safety concerns over a proposed
driveway which would have extended
onto Fifth Street.

That street, which can be reached
from South Avenue but not from
LaGrande Avenue, has always been a
closed road, board members con-
firmed. There are approximately half
a dozen residences on Fifth, which
extends for a block between South

and LaGrande Avenues.
Mr. Fantini agreed last week to

have the driveway instead meet
LaGrande Avenue, which will also
be the street address of the house. He
plans to place curbing across Fifth
Street to alert motorists that it is
closed to vehicular traffic from
LaGrande Avenue.

Board member John Celardo said
he believed the house proposed for
the property would look attractive.
Mr. Molenaar, meanwhile, com-
mented that extending the driveway
to LaGrande would be beneficial, in
that it would allow Fifth Street to
remain closed, and would allow that
area to be cleaned up.

A mound of soil had been placed at
the end of Fifth Street to prevent cars
from entering from LaGrande, but
sparked complaints from neighbors
back in 1997, who said it had become
unsightly. With the development pro-
posal for the second lot now ap-
proved by the board, the pile of soil is
expected to be removed.

Jodi Frank of LaGrande Avenue, a
longtime neighbor of the site owned
by Mr. Fantini, testified that she liked
the idea of curbing across Fifth Street.
She proffered, however, that there
should also be �some kind of notice-
able barrier� there in the event people
miss seeing the curb. Such a barrier
had existed at the end of Fifth Street
in the past.

Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden made several recommen-
dations to Mr. Fantini concerning
the project, which were ultimately
included as conditions for approval
of the amended subdivision/site plan.

The engineer requested the instal-
lation of a storm sewer inlet where
the new curb will be placed; appro-
priate grading of the property and the
right-of-way; a trench drain, and a
performance bond to cover the work.
Mr. Marsden additionally asked that
all trees on the property be preserved.

Reflecting concerns expressed by
Mrs. Franks earlier in the evening,
the board agreed that a visible barrier
would once again be placed at Fifth
Street, in addition to the curbing, to
advise motorists of the closed road.

He said having the new home�s
address on LaGrande Avenue would
better facilitate mail delivery, since
postal workers cannot come down
Fifth Street.

Councilman Joel Whitaker, the
governing body�s representative on
the board, voted against the appeal,
saying he had �lots of problems�
with the plan.

He stated that he would have liked
to have seen sidewalks included for
the portion of Mr. Fantini�s property
bordering LaGrande Avenue. In ad-
dition, he said he did not favor keep-
ing roads closed which are not cul-
de-sacs.

The Councilman also noted that
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AID TO DISTRICTS...
State aid to local school districts is reflected in the chart
below. The numbers at the left are 1998 aid figures with this
year�s figures reflected in the right column.

Jessica Simpson Seeks
Reelection to BOE
Jessica L. Simpson of Fanwood

is the first of three incumbents
whose terms on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education are
up this year to announce plans to
seek reelection.

No other candidates had filed a
petition as of yesterday, Wednes-
day, February 3, at press time.

The two other open seats on the
board are currently held by Mor-
ris H. Gillet and Edward J.
Saridacki, Jr., both representing
Scotch Plains.

Appointed to fill a one-year va-
cancy on the board in 1992, Mrs.
Simpson was elected to a full three-
year term in 1993 and then was
reelected in 1996.

Mr. Gillet is currently complet-
ing his second term on the board,
while Mr. Saridacki was first
elected in 1996.

Prospective candidates have un-
til 4 p.m. on Monday, March 1, to
file petitions with the board secre-
tary. Petitions are available at the
school district business office at
Evergreen Elementary School in
Scotch Plains.

Candidates must submit peti-
tions with the signatures of 10
qualified voters in their respec-
tive towns as an endorsement of
their candidacies.

This year�s school election will
take place on Tuesday, April 20.
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The United Fund of Westfield
301 North Avenue, West

Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-2113

Genealogical Society of The West Fields
Adult volunteers for various activities

Girl Scouts
Adult volunteers to assist with planning and implementing Scout
programs 1 evening per month. Helium tanks for Spring events

PANDA (Preventing Alcohol, Narcotic and Drug Abuse)
Media Board Representative - develop press releases, assist with

Alliance Newsletter, & attend monthly Board meetings; student intern
to assist Director with special projects, mailing, filing, etc. - 2 hrs/wk

Union County Legal Services
Volunteer attorneys

Westfield Community Center
Volunteer for public relations work; pro bono legal volunteers

Westfield Y
Volunteer aquatics instructors to learn to teach swimming-  will train

The Caring Box

 Please call the United Fund if you can help!

Because Westfielders Care... the spirit of volunteerism is very special in
Westfield. The United Fund of Westfield, through a grant from the Westfield
Foundation and the help of The Westfield Leader, is proud to provide The
Caring Box. This volunteer clearing house, responding to special, immediate

needs in our community, will be published monthly.

Richard R. Meade, who repre-
sents Fanwood on the school board,
stated, �This is one of the most
backward ways to promote
regionalization.�

�It�s one of the most ridiculous
things we�ve seen suggested out of
the legislature in some time,� added
board member Thomas Russo.

The board devoted over two hours
of its meeting to the recognition of
retirees in the district, including
Chester Janusz, Principal, Park
Middle School (31 years of service,
25 as Park Principal); Evelyn Shep-
herd, Principal, Brunner Elemen-
tary School (23 years of service, eight
at Brunner), and Sally Swetits, Me-
dia Specialist, Brunner School (16
years).

Also recognized were Eugene
Schiller, Head Football Coach and
Athletic Director (16 years); Joseph
J. Farrell, Assistant Principal, Terrill
Middle School (29 years); Judy
Rachlan, teacher, Park Middle School
(26 years), and Barbara Law, staff
member, Evergreen Elementary
School (25 years).

Board members also revisited the
possibility of holding a public forum
on educational issues. Mr. Russo in-
dicated that the communications
committee would be seeking input
from the Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion Council regarding how best to
implement, schedule and conduct
such an event.

In her report on school-to-work,
board member Jean McAllister noted
that the New Jersey School Boards
Association (NJSBA) plans to put
the resolution passed in October of
1998 by the local board up for a vote
before the NJSBA�s May delegate
assembly.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Inspection of School District
By County Goes �Smoothly�

Mrs. McAllister suggested the
board draft an amendment to its reso-
lution, prior to that vote, using lan-
guage that definitively calls for elimi-
nation of the state-mandated pro-
gram.

During the meeting, Dr. Choye
commented on the frustration felt by
all Union County school superinten-
dents and test coordinators with re-
spect to the Elementary School Pro-
ficiency Assessment (ESPA). This
state test is administered to fourth-
grade students.

Administrators have unanswered
questions regarding the test�s ability
to evaluate students� knowledge.

�We don�t know if the test is mea-
suring what it should,� explained Dr.
Choye. �All the pieces aren�t there.�

Mr. Meade asked, �If the results
are not useful, shouldn�t we have a
regular standardized test?�

�What if we don�t administer the
tests until the state has its house in
order?� queried board member Ed-
ward J. Saridaki, Jr.

Dr. Crews will address testing dur-
ing the instructional review portion
of the Thursday, February 11, budget
meeting.

In other business, the board de-
clared February as Black History
Month.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Local School Districts React
To Projected Aid Figures

tier to another, resulting in more aid
to the district.

Westfield�s aid increased across
the board with the exception of �Aca-
demic Achievement Award� fund-
ing. The reason for the decrease, as
Mr. Berman explained it, is that the
number of students eligible for these
programs has increased across the
state, while the pool to fund them
remains the same.

In Mountainside, Business Admin-
istrator Frances Tolley reported that
their figure came as no surprise.

�It�s more or less the same as 1997-
98,� she stated.

The district is slated to receive
$522,801, basically a 0 percent in-
crease over last year�s $520,928.

There was no increase in aid to
Plainfield, while Clark, Hillside and
Winfield saw their aid decrease.
Union Township far surpassed other
districts with a 78 percent increase in
projected aid.

In commenting on her district�s
budget preparations, Ms. Tolley said,
�There are no new initiatives planned.
We will work forward on our tech-
nology plan, and nibble away at our
five-year maintenance plan. We won�t
be able to tackle any large projects,
not that many are under consider-
ation anyway.�

On the back burner in
Mountainside, however, is a wish to
refurbish the Beechwood Athletic
Field.

�If we had money,� mused Ms.
Tolley, �we would like to do that.�

Unlike Westfield and Scotch

Plains-Fanwood, Mountainside did
not receive an �Actual Pupil Count
Adjustment� which accounted for
some unanticipated aid.

As Mr. Berman explained, �When
the state looked at enrollment at Oc-
tober 15, 1998 (the date districts use
to calculate actual enrollment) ver-
sus the estimated enrollment, the
numbers came in higher. So, we were
able to get more aid.� In Westfield,
that bonus amounted to $61,488; in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, $15,798.

�When we built our budget,� ex-
plained Mr. Berman, �we didn�t know
we were getting it (the additional
$61,488). If we don�t use it, it will go
into the district�s free balance at June
30, 1999.� Free balance is another
term for unreserved funds.

While finalization of budget plans
for the upcoming school year neces-
sitates receipt of state figures, the
state actually contributes a very small
percentage to school budget rev-
enues.

For example, the state funded less
than 9 percent of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood�s $43 million budget for
1998-99. The lion�s share, over 90
percent, of the cost to educate that
district�s 4,354 students rests with
taxpayers.

Likewise in Westfield and
Mountainside, with budgets of $52
million and $9 million, respectively,
state contributions do not go very far.

�It�s not much,� admitted Mr.
Clarke, �but it is helpful. I�d hate to
have to go to the taxpayers for an-
other $3 million.�
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Campaign to Get Underway
To Buy Millennium Clock

will be done by employees of the
Fanwood Department of Public
Works.

The corner ground at the intersec-
tion of South and Martine Avenues
closest to the train station, where the
clock is to be placed, will be leveled
flush with the parking lot.

A small paved area with benches
will help establish the clock as a
landmark in the center of the bor-
ough, �so people can say �meet me at
the clock,�� noted Mrs. Connelly.

While the borough has desig-
nated funds to cover the costs of
installation, the Mayor said, �Ide-
ally, we�d like to raise an addi-
tional $8,000, which would get us
the chimes for the clock.� Mrs.
Connelly indicated that chimes
could be added at the last minute if
funds were available.

The Verdin clock, green with gold
lettering, will stand 16.5 feet tall. Its
four faces, each 36 inches in diam-
eter, will bear Roman numerals that
will be illuminated from the inside.
The faces will note Fanwood�s incor-
poration in 1895.

The clock will be computer-oper-
ated from a box separate from the
structure itself, allowing the borough

to readjust the time as necessary.
That is an important feature, noted
the Mayor, so �we don�t have to rely
on someone to get into the clock.�

It is likely that brass plates will be
affixed to the body of the clock to
identify the names of contributors of
more than $500.

The Mayor noted that members of
the Fanny Wood Day Committee will
join her in launching the fundraising
campaign. They are Police Chief
Robert Carboy, Peter and Pam Sayles,
Linda Caminetti, Trish Scarlata, Jeff
and Helen Ling, Neil Schembre and
David Wendel.

�The project is in line with rein-
vigorating the downtown area,� said
Mr. Schembre. �The millennium
starts a new phase of economic growth
and prosperity for downtown mer-
chants.

�It will be a nice attraction that
identifies the downtown area,� he
added. �It shows that Borough Hall is
reaching out to the business commu-
nity to invest in the downtown.�

Mrs. Connelly indicated the up-
coming appeal will take the form of
a solicitation letter asking for mon-
etary support during this last leg of
the campaign.
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Council Begins Review
Of Parking Proposals

certain computer software being used
in township government, and pointed
out that �no one knows that every-
thing is 100 percent all right.�

On another matter, after its regu-
lar meeting next Tuesday, the coun-
cil hopes to hear from residents liv-
ing near Raritan and Rahway Roads
about what might be done to ease
traffic and improve safety at that
intersection.

Last week, the township sent a
letter to area residents inviting their
input, and Township Manager Tho-
mas E. Atkins said, based on re-
sponses he has already received, �sev-
eral different views� will likely be
aired at next week�s meeting.

There are residents supporting and
opposing the installation of a traffic
light at the intersection, while others
favor a flashing light and even a
four-way stop sign.

Separately, Mr. Atkins said he
hopes to have the position of Town-
ship Finance Director filled by April.
In the meantime, the Union County
Finance Department will assign a
member of its staff to assist the Town-

ship Finance Department on a part-
time basis.

Mr. Atkins also said that the Fa-
cilities Subcommittee of the Union
County Community Development
Revenue Sharing Committee has
�tentatively� allocated $30,000 apiece
for two projects in the township.

One of these projects calls for build-
ing improvements at the Osborn
Cannonball House, while the other
involves improvements at Farley Park
to better accommodate disabled per-
sons.

The council also made revisions in
its meeting schedule. The Tuesday,
March 30 conference meeting has
been changed to Thursday, April 8,
and the Thursday, April 15 confer-
ence meeting has been reset for Thurs-
day, April 22.

In addition, the Tuesday, Novem-
ber 16 conference meeting will in-
stead be held prior to the council�s
regular meeting on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 23. Similarly, the Tuesday, De-
cember 28 regular meeting will take
place after the Tuesday, December 21
conference meeting.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26
• Helen Damato, 45, of Fords was

arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated and with posses-
sion of under 50 grams of marijuana
pursuant to a traffic stop on Raritan
Road.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27
• A Jerusalem Road business re-

ported that sometime during the night
an attempt was made to cut a rear
door knob on the establishment. En-
try was not gained.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30
• A motorist reported the theft of

a license plate which was taken from
his automobile on Martin Place.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31
• Jeffrey Taylor, 35, of Newark

was arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated on Route 22.

• A Front Street business reported
the theft of a table and two chairs
which were left outside of the store
that morning.

• Robin Suggs, 28, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with disor-
derly conduct for allegedly interfer-
ing with authorities during the arrest
of a Plainfield man on a contempt of
court warrant from the Union County
Sheriff�s Department, according to
police. The arrests were made on
Terrill Road.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23
•Police charged Barbara Gillette,

37, of Plainfield with shoplifting
two bottles of Tylenol, one bottle of
Motrin, and 22 cans of baby for-
mula from a South Avenue super-

market. The total value of the items
was $77.

Authorities said Gillette was also
wanted on warrants out of New
Brunswick, Middlesex and Fanwood.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24
•Two counterfeit bills, one a $10

bill and the other a $20 bill, were
presented to a Martine Avenue mer-
chant sometime between January 22
and January 24, according to police.
The fake currency was discovered
when the merchant made a bank
deposit.

Local authorities were working in
conjunction with the New Jersey of-
fice of the Secret Service on the case.

According to a recent article in
The Star Ledger, the Secret Service
confirmed that it has been confiscat-
ing several thousand dollars worth of
counterfeit $20 bills a week in New
Jersey.

The faux bills began appearing
after the United States Treasury De-
partment issued a new version of the
$20 bill last year which was said to be
more difficult to replicate.

•Three male juveniles, including
a 16-year-old and a 15-year-old from
Fanwood and another 16-year-old
from Scotch Plains, were picked up
by police after they were discovered
running through rear yards in the
vicinity of Helen Street and Belvidere
Avenue, authorities said.

The youths, who were not charged,
were turned over to the custody of
their parents.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26
•An incident involving theft of

services occurred at a South Avenue
service station. Police said a cus-
tomer left without paying for $6 worth
of gasoline.

GLOBAL COMMUNICATION�During a recent trip to the United States, a
group of students from Austria paid a visit to the Union County Magnet High
School for Science, Mathematics and Technology in Scotch Plains. Pictured are
Austrian students Hann-Wei Chen, left, and Boris Barislowitsch, seated, learn-
ing some computer techniques from Magnet High School students Sarah Silber
of Scotch Plains, right, and Jen Phillips of Westfield.

David Livingston Named
To �Best Doctors� List

SCOTCH PLAINS � Dr. David
Livingston, a resident of Scotch
Plains, was recently named to the
�America�s Best Doctors� List in

recognition for his work in surgery.
He is Assistant Professor of Sur-

gery and Director of the New Jersey
Trauma Center at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jer-
sey (UMDNJ)-New Jersey Medical
School and University Hospital in
Newark.

The list of Best Doctors was de-
veloped by Woodward/White Inc.,

Dr. David Livingston

Sherri Hamlette Joins
Women�s Track Team
At Hamilton College
FANWOOD � Sherri Hamlette,

the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James
Hamlette of Fanwood, is a member of
the 1998-1999 women�s track team
at Hamilton College in Clinton, New
York.

A sophomore at Hamilton, Sherri
graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

During the 1997-1998 season, the
women�s indoor track team posted a
5-4 record. The team had one athlete
named to the All-UCAA (Upstate
Collegiate Athletic Association)
Team, and two selected for the All-
NYSCTC (New York State Colle-
giate Track Conference) Team, and
set seven school records.

The women�s outdoor track team
posted a 3-1 record, placed third in
the UCAA Meet, and set two school
records.

a South Carolina-based firm. It
established a database with the
names of the top physicians in the
country.

The Best Doctors in America data-
base, which is updated bi-annually,
is compiled through a peer-review
method which asks physicians, �If a
close friend or loved one needed a
doctor in your specialty, to whom
would you refer them?�

In addition to Dr. Livingston, more
than 60 other University Hospital
physicians were named to the list.

Press Releases May
Be Dropped Off At Our
Scotch Plains Office:

1906 Bartle Ave.
After Hours: Use Mail Slot

Petty Officer Klaniecki
Among Crew Members
Cited for Rescue-at-Sea

SCOTCH PLAINS � United States
Coast Guard Petty Officer First Class
Michael A. Klaniecki recently per-
formed a rescue-at-sea while on pa-
trol near the Dominican Republic
aboard the United States Coast Guard
Cutter Tahoma, home-ported in New
Bedford, Maine.

While conducting drug interdic-
tion patrols in the Caribbean Sea,
Petty Officer Klaniecki�s ship re-
ceived a message from a customs
aircraft about a migrant vessel afloat
off the coast of Cabo Engano, Do-
minican Republic.

After locating the wooden, home-
made vessel, Petty Officer Klaniecki
and fellow crew members discov-
ered the craft was overloaded with
people and taking on water. His
crew rescued the 47 migrants by
transferring them to a nearby Coast
Guard cutter.

Coast Guard cutters are primarily
assigned to law-enforcement opera-
tions, including drug and illegal im-
migrant operations, fishery enforce-
ment operations, defense operations
and search-and-rescue operations.

A 1982 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Petty Officer
Klaniecki joined the Coast Guard in
June of 1984.
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Amended Site Plan Okayed
For Fifth St. Lot in Fanwood

he would have preferred to see the
driveway extend to Fifth Street in-
stead of the already heavily-traveled
LaGrande Avenue.

Under other business, the board
memorialized a resolution confirm-
ing its December 23 approval of an
application by Randall and Suzanne
Doliber of 199 North Martine Av-
enue to construct an addition on to

the rear of their single-family home.
The couple stated that they wanted to
expand the living quarters of their
residence.

A year ago, the Planning Board
assumed the responsibilities of the
now-defunct Fanwood Board of Ad-
justment, after the Borough Council
decided at the end of 1997 to merge
the two boards.

Registering as Organ Donor
Called a �Heartfelt Decision�
The Sharing Network has sug-

gested making this Valentine�s Day
special by registering to become an
organ donor.

�You can make this Valentine�s
Day different from all the rest if you
make a heartfelt decision to sign a
donor card or by registering with
The Sharing Network�s Donor Reg-
istry,� stated Joseph Roth, Executive
Director of the New Jersey Organ
and Tissue Sharing Network. �No
gift can be appreciated more than the
gift of life.�

Currently, more than 1,500 New
Jersey residents are awaiting life-
saving transplants. According to Mr.
Roth, one organ and tissue donor can
save up to eight lives, and enhance
the lives of up to 75 other individu-
als.

The Sharing Network�s Donor
Registry helps insure that families
are made aware of their loved one�s

wishes where there is a possibility for
organ and tissue donation, but family
discussion is essential. Individuals
are advised to make their decision to
donate known to their families.

The Donor Registry is a central
database of names managed by The
Sharing Network that allows the
organization to identify organ do-
nors more systematically, increase
donation percentages, and save more
lives.

Based in Springfield, the Sharing
Network is a non-profit, Federally-
certified and state-approved procure-
ment organization responsible for
recovering organs and tissue for New
Jersey residents in need of trans-
plants.

Interested individuals may sign up
with the Registry by calling The Shar-
ing Network at (800) SHARE-NJ, or
visiting the Internet web site
www.sharenj.org.

Motorists Should Beware
When Driving Near Trucks

The AAA New Jersey Automobile
Club has announced the following
tips for driving near large trucks on
the highway:

• Allow at least 30 seconds to pass
a big truck.

• After you pass, do not return to
the lane until you see the full front of
the truck in your rearview mirror.

• Do not tailgate. A truck cannot
see you if you are within 100 feet of
the back of the truck.

• Avoid lingering in blind spots
which exist on either side of trucks.

• Keep both hands on the wheel
when passing or being passed by a
truck. They create significant wind
gusts.

�Truckers are professionally-
trained drivers,� stated Pam Fischer,
Assistant Vice President of Public
Government Relations for the AAA
New Jersey Automobile Club in
Florham Park, �and with more cars,
more trucks and more congestion
than ever on our roadways, we all
need to work together to make trav-
eling safer.�

�Many people are driving with
kids or other passengers in their
vehicles. There�s nothing more
frightening for drivers than looking
in a rearview mirror full of truck.
There�s no reason for anybody � cars
or trucks � to be tailgating,� Ms.
Fischer added.

Park Middle School
To Hold Coffee Event
To Welcome Principal

SCOTCH PLAINS � Park
Middle School will host a coffee
in honor of their new Principal,
Rocco Collucci, on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 9, at 7:30 p.m. at the school.


