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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

You had to be there! Contrary to
some reports, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
did have a great comeback, but unfor-
tunately fell one point short of tying,
thus defeating, the Redskins of
Parsippany who held on to win, 32-31,
in the semifinals of the North Jersey
Group 3, Section 2 Tournament in
Scotch Plains on February 16. Falls by
Matt Oley, Gary Cousar and Jim Feeley,
a majority decision by Josh Ricca and
a decision by Scott Paterson gave the
Raiders the final 25-team points.

On two instances, the Raiders came
within one warning call from win-
ning the match. With a tie, the Raid-
ers would have been awarded the
victory based on a criteria of more
bouts won by pins.

Aware of the lower-weight class
strength of the Redskins, the Raiders
needed to minimize their losses there.
Unfortunately for the Raiders, the
Redskins won big in the first four
classes, two by fall, one by technical
fall and one by majority decision, to
take a 21-0 lead. Adding to the pres-
sure, the Raiders won only two of the
next five classes.

Redskin Mike Picharallo at 103
demonstrated his proficiency of
clamping his opponent, Lucas
Francavilla, in cradles as he won by
a 16-1 technical fall. At 112, Dan
Shamsudin pinned Raider Dave
Loewinger in 3:36 using a killer
double-grapevine.

Raider Mike Loewinger got cradled
to sleep in :47 by Tony Curcio at 119.
Raider Charlie Tripet at 125 fell vic-
tim to a spin-behind takedown and a
cradle nearfall by Brian Costigan in
the first period. Costigan added a
reversal in the second, then picked
up two penalty points to grab a 9-0,
majority decision.

Tony Melendez got the Raiders on
the scoreboard with a 7-3 decision
over Pat Hu at 130. Melendez scored
a single-to-a-double-leg takedown,
then picked up a penalty point when
Hu was warned for stalling twice.
Melendez added an escape in the
second period, but Hu came to life
and scored a duck-under takedown to
make the score 4-2.

Melendez wasted no time and re-
versed Hu with a slick switch maneu-
ver then began to crank him with a
power half. Unfortunately, Melendez
was halted by the referee for an ille-
gal move and Hu was awarded a
point. In the third period, Melendez

was awarded another penalty point
for Hu stalling.

The Raiders� next win came at 145
when Mike Grabel won a hard-fought,
3-1, victory over Stan Lozovosky.
After a standing first period,
Lozovosky scored an escape, but
Grabel came back to score an escape
and a takedown to win it.

The most back-and-forth bout of
the evening came at 152 between
Raider Marc Ricca and Vinnie
DeNicola. With the score tied at nine
late in the third period and DeNicola
on the verge of being disqualified for

backing off, Ricca�s shot was off the
mark and DeNicola scored a defen-
sive takedown and a nearfall.

Ricca escaped but was again taken
down. Afterwards, each wrestler traded
takedowns and reversals until DeNicola
came up with an 18-14 victory.

Oley started the string of Raider
victories at 160. Oley was impressive
as he nailed Al Ortega with a single-
leg, back-trip takedown, then added
two double-leg takedowns to take a
6-2 lead into the second period. With
3:06 off the clock, Oley showed

�TEZ�, KIVETZ PIN; VANDERVEER STAYS UNBEATEN

Blue Devil Matmen Topple
G. L. Highlanders, 46-29

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team wrapped up its dual meet
season on a lofty note by toppling the
Highlanders of Governor Livingston,
46-29, in Berkeley Heights on Febru-
ary 18. Senior Onur Tezucar and
junior Mike Kivetz both recorded
first period falls for the Blue Devils

and Highlander standout Brett
Vanderveer extended his unbeaten
record to 23-0 with a first period fall
of his own.

As they had to do all season, the
Highlanders forfeited the first two
weight classes and gave the Blue
Devils a 12-0 lead. Out came
Vanderveer at 119 and his next vic-
tim was Dan Sawicki. Using a single-
leg takedown, Vanderveer then pro-
ceeded to clamp Sawicki in a cradle
to pick up three back points. Later in
the period, he tilted Sawicki to his
back for good in 1:56.

�I am glad that he gave me a match
to help me get ready for the districts,�
said Vanderveer. �I wanted to get
some work in. I felt good on my feet.
Usually I work a lot of single-leg,
barrel rolls and fireman�s for

takedowns. For the pinning combi-
nations, I worked the arm bar to a tilt,
then a cradle.�

Ever-improving Blue Devil Jim
Villane won an entertaining, 8-5,
bout over Kevin Nadrowski at 125.
Nadrowski took an early, 4-0, lead
with a spin-behind takedown in the
first period, then adding another in
the second. Villane came to life and

MCKEON HITS FOR 27 POINTS, PULLS 13 REBOUNDS

Oak Knoll Lady Royals Stop
Blue Devil Hoopsters, 57-44

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Too many guns spelled defeat for
the Westfield High School girls bas-
ketball team as they fell to a solid Oak
Knolls team, 57-44, in the first round
of the Union County Basketball Tour-
nament held in Cranford on Febru-
ary 15. Senior Liz McKeon sank 27
points to provide more than 61 per-
cent of the Blue Devils� points.

The Royals used a three-pronged
attack to overcome the Blue Devils�
defense. Meghan Broadbeck, Katie
Johnson and Lisa Kling provided 16,
16 and nine points, respectively for
the Royals.

The Royals jumped to an 8-1 lead
with McKeon making the only free
throw. McKeon came back with a
layup. Later in the first quarter
Courtney Thornton and Karen
Manahan both hit for two, but the
Royals took a 14-7 lead at the buzzer.
Melissa Pieroni totaled six points and
Broadbeck had four in the quarter.

The Royals continued to pour it on
and outscored the Blue Devils 18-12
in the second quarter to take a 32-19,
halftime lead. McKeon scored eight
points during the quarter, but no less
than five Royals took turns burning
the Blue Devil net.

As the second half started, Blue
Devil Head Coach Kathy Hauser
rested McKeon for the first minute
an one half. When she did come in,
she drove for a layup, was fouled and

sank both of her free throws. After
Johnson and Kling rolled in layups,
McKeon grabbed an offensive re-
bound and sank the layup, making
the score 36-23.

Still with the absence of center
Monique Brendel, Coach Hauser
worked a platoon system of substitu-
tions to rest her first string players.
Kling rolled in another layup, then

McKeon hit a jumper from near the
foul line. Johnson penetrated for a
layup, then Kristen Leonardis sank
two foul shots to make the score 40-
27. Just before the buzzer, McKeon
narrowed the Royals� lead to 40-30
by making a layup, then sinking the
free throw after being fouled.

The Royals went on an 8-2 run

Devil Swimmers Grind
Miller Boys in Semis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
swimming team glided smoothly
through the water to breeze past
Millburn, 111-58, in the semifinals
of the North Jersey Tournament in
Westfield on February 19. Again, the
strength of the Blue Devil number
two and three swimmers provided
the big margin.

The Blue Devils swept the first
three places in the 100-yard breast-
stroke and in the 200-yard individual
medley. Jay Pollack, Seth Burstein
and Mike Smith finished one, two,
three, in the 100-breaststroke with

Pollack being timed at 104.65. Cliff
Haldeman took first in the 200-yard
IM with a time of 2:15.6 followed by
Rob Freundlich and Chris Driscoll.

Burstein whizzed through the wa-
ter to snag first in the 50-yard freestyle
at :24.14, then teamed with Smith,
Matt Cahill and Kyle McCloskey to
take top honors in the 200-yard
freestyle relay. The foursome of Ray
Encarnacion, Colby Fagin, Ryan
Schafer and Paul Turner finished
third in the 200 event.

Burstein, who has been quite pro-
ficient in the butterfly event, com-
peted in events other than the butter-
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REDSKINS RULE LOWER WTS.; COUSAR, FEELEY PIN

Raiders� Big Comeback Falls
One Short in Sectional Semis

escaped, then nailed Nadrowski with
a double-leg takedown to narrow the
score to 4-3.

In the third, Villane escaped and
pulled off a tenacious barrel roll to
take a 6-4 lead. Later, he added a two-
point tight-waist, two-on-one tilt be-
fore yielding a penalty point for lock-
ing hands.

After Highlander Bill Lentis re-
ceived a forfeit at 130 to make the
score 15-12, Blue Devil Tony
Tomasso put away Andy O�Dowd in
3:35 at 135. Tomasso dropped
O�Dowd with a double-leg takedown,
then was awarded a penalty point for
O�Dowd�s stalling.

In the second period, O�Dowd
got a double-leg takedown but
Tomasso persistently used a series
of sit out, turn in maneuvers until

he caught O�Dowd in a bout-end-
ing headlock.

Highlander Kris Lecomte at 140,
began with a slick, snap-down
takedown on Sean Joffe, then
clamped him in a cradle for three
back points. In the second period,
from the down position, Lecomte
caught Joffe�s head and ended the
bout in 2:28 with a cradle.

�I tried to work the fireman�s but
he was defending that well, so I
snapped him for the takedown,� ex-
plained Lecomte. �I tried to work a
nearside cradle and got it once. In the
second period I caught his head off a
sitout and that was it.�

At 145, Blue Devil Tom Hanscom
upped the team score to 24-18 by
defeating Dan Reichard, 7-4. Hanscom
scored a takedown in the first period,
a Peterson roll reversal and a penalty
point in the second and a bear hug
takedown in the final period.

Tezucar spared Highlander Mike
Meyer little mat time at 152, stack-
ing him in :54. After using a high-
crotch takedown, Tezucar tilted
Meyer to his back with a cradle, then
completed his mission with a wrist
and half-nelson combination.

�I used the high crotch takedown
and worked to a half nelson,� said
Tezucar. �I worked a wrist and a half
nelson and basically stacked him up.
Nothing fancy!�

Blue Devil Matt Castaldo had his
hands full with talented Tim
Marcantonio at 160. Marcantonio
scored three takedowns, one escape
and three nearfalls to record a 16-1
technical fall in 3:59.

Kivetz, in his usual ball-of-fire
fashion, got under Highlander Mike
Farrell with a barrel roll, but missed
and gave Farrell the takedown. Not
to worry though; Kivetz escaped,
performed a head-in-arm, walk-
around takedown and crunched
Farrell in a cradle in 1:59.

After county champion Fred Will-
iams received a forfeit at 189 for the
Highlanders, Blue Devil Brian Wil-
liams at 215 wrestled one of his best
matches this season and won by a 12-
0, majority decision over Tom Robina.

Williams performed four

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
DAVE RUSS�Senior member of the Raider Coed
Swimming Team. Russ was instrumental in the
Raider boys� stunning victory at the Union County
Swimming Tournament. Russ captured first in
the 50-yard and 100-yard freestyle event and also
was a member of the winning 200-yard freestyle
and 200-yard medley relay teams. In last year�s
county tournament, Russ also grabbed four first-
place awards. Academically, Russ ranks high in
his class and has scored well in his college boards.
The Scholar-Athlete of the Month was created by
The Westfield Leader and The Times and is made
possible by the listed sponsors.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY FOR ANOTHER SPLASHING SUCCESS�Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School coed swim-
ming team huddle together prior to their meet with the Cougars in Cranford on February 19. The Raiders out-touched
the Cougars to grab a 107-63 victory. See story on page 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RICCA REACHING FOR THE WRISTS�Raider Josh Ricca, top, reaches to
get wrist control on his Redskin opponent Joe Sun during his 171-lb. bout. Ricca
darkened Sun�s chances by winning an 18-4, majority decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NOT BEING SAVED BY A FIREMAN�S�Blue Devil Sean Joffe, front, is in
jeopardy of being taken down with an outside-leg fireman�s executed by
Highlander Kris Lecomte.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ADJUSTING TO THE WATER TEMPERATURE�The Blue Devil boys swimming team try to adjust to the water
temperature prior to their meet with Millburn. The Blue Devils adjusted quite well and crushed the Millers, 111-58.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEING HEAVILY GUARDED�Blue Devil Carolyn Matthews, No. 42, is
heavily guarded by two Royal girls as teammate Liz McKeon awaits a pass. Oak
Knoll defeated the Blue Devils, 57-44, in the first round of the Union County
Tournament in Cranford on February 15.


