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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

THE WEEK IN SPORTS

JONES, 4 TD�S; SCHILLER, 1 TD PASS TO BURWELL

Raiders Recoil; Spring Past
Blue Knight Gridmen, 35-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Not kidding this time, a deter-
mined Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High
School foot-
ball team
s t o r m e d
i n t o
Irvington
and re-
turned
with

a 35-6 victory
over the Blue
Knights on Octo-
ber 29. Raider se-
nior Nathan Jones
galloped for 158
yards and four touch-
downs and sophomore
quarterback Brian
Schiller hit receiver Harold
Burwell for a 45-yard touchdown
pass, all before the fourth quarter.

The Raiders struck swiftly with
Jones scoring three of his touchdowns
and Burwell scoring his in the first
half. It could have been a massacre,
but midway through the third quar-
ter, Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli sent in the reserves for the
remainder of the game.

Credit must be given to the entire
Raider defense which reeked havoc
on the helpless Blue Knights through-
out the game. Dave Herrmann, Rob-
ert Dinsmore, Ron Jenerette, An-
drew Pavoni, Sergio Pereira, just to
name a few battered the Knights to

minimal yardage.
The Raider defense sent the first

message, stopping the Blue Knights
on their first series and ending with
a 10-yard quarterback sack by Jason

Patterson. Then, from the
Blue Knight 27, Jones
carried three times on
runs of 11, five and
nine yards before
gliding into the
endzone from the
two with 8:54
left in the first
q u a r t e r .
Kicker Doug
Gillie hit
the first of
his five
PAT�s to

put the Raiders up
7-0.

Next from their
own 48, five runs
by Jones and
two from full-
back Gary
Cousar set up
a one-yard

t o u c h d o w n
glide from Jones

and pushed the
score to 14-0 with 2:20 left in the first
quarter.

Late in the first, Pavoni intercepted
a Blue Knight pass on the 43 and
returned it 26 yards to the 17. Three
plays later, on the first play of the
second quarter, Jones slipped some
tackles and flashed into the endzone,
upping the score to 21-0.

Merciless, the Raider defense
forced a fumble when Tim Gander
jarred the ball loose and Dinsmore
smothered it on the 25. Frustrated,
the Knights were hit with a personal

foul which transported the ball to the
13 then another which moved the
ball to the four. Oddly, the Blue Knight
defense held.

Moments later, a Knight pass was
intercepted by Burwell at the Knight
40. After a 14-yard gain by Jones
followed by a Raider penalty, the ball
rested temporarily on the 45. Then,
with 7:02 left in the half, Schiller
completed to Burwell for the touch-
down.

Just before the half, Raider An-
thony Cary executed a �made for
television, hit in midair� leaping re-
ception for an 18 yard gain.

The final Raider touchdown drive
began at their 42. Mixed with two
procedure calls against the Raiders,
Jones carried for runs of 37 and 14
yards and Cousar bashed for 12 yards
before Jones sliced six yards for the

GIACONE, 3 TD�S; JOHNSTON RECOVERS FUMBLE, SACKS QB, BLOCKS FG

No 12 Farmers Use Wicked Air Attack;
Surpass Blue Devil Gridders, 41-21

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Slick plays and change of normal
game plans were presented by both
teams in Union on October 29 as the
undefeated, 12th-ranked Union High
School football team seized the bet-
ter end of a see-saw battle to defeat
Westfield, 41-21. Senior Chris
Giacone displayed his awesome speed
by scoring two touchdowns via rush-
ing and one via pass reception.

The Farmers, known for their pe-
rennial running game, took to the air

for 238 yards while gathering 196 on
the ground. The Devils shifted
Giacone to halfback which presented
a formidable offensive.

�He broke his finger and could not
take any snaps,� explained Blue Devil
Head Coach Ed Tranchina. �We do
practice him at halfback a little each
week. He will be playing there for the
rest of the season.�

The Devils notified the Farmers
early that they were ready to play ball
when linebacker Paul Johnston
sacked Farmer quarterback Mike
Devlin for a five-yard loss on the
opening drive to force a punt. Min-
utes later, the Blue Devils had to punt
and, after the ball was mishandled on
the return, Johnston recovered on the
37. Unfortunately, the Blue Devils
could not capitalize.

Still determined, the Devil defen-
sive line stalled a Farmer drive on the
Devil eight, pushing a fourth down.
Then, the Farmer field goal attempt
was booted into the middle of the
Devil line.

Early in the second quarter the
Farmers began to march and moved
the ball from
the Blue
Devil 39 to
the two
w h e r e
D e v l i n
g l i d e d
right into
t h e
endzone
w i t h
7 : 3 8
left in
t h e
h a l f .
The extra
point was
blocked by
Johnston.

�He became a very active junior for
us,� said Tranchina of Johnston. �We

are very happy with him.�
The Blue Devils

reacted with some
marching of their
own. Giacone took
the kickoff on the
five and returned it
to the 26. Fullback
Pat Tuohy took

over for
rushes of 12 and three yards, then

CARAVELLOS TAKE 1, 2; LAVERY 3RD IN ALL-AROUND

Blue Devils Grab 6th-Straight
County Gymnastics Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lauren and Jessica Caravello
placed first and second, respectively,
in the all-around as the Westfield
High School gymnastics team rolled
to its sixth-straight Union County
Title with a team score of 107.8 in
Westfield on October 29. Jackie
Lavery led the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood girls, who totaled 101.95,
to a second-place finish by placing
third in the all-around with a 35.15
total.

A strong and vastly improved
Union Catholic squad finished a solid
third with a total of 98.05. Viking
sophomore Kim Drastura captured
the fourth spot in the all-around with
a 34.6.

Although not their highest total, it
was the highest score that the Blue

Devils have ever recorded in
the county tourna-

ment, topping
last year�s to-
tal of 107.05.
L a u r e n

Caravello
a l s o took top
h o n - ors in
t h e vault
with a 9.0
and in the
uneven bars
with the
tournament�s
high mark of
9.6.

On one at-
t e m p t ,
Caravello hit
her half-twist
to a handspring with a
Tsukahara dismount on the vault. �It
was a nice vault. And, she did not
warm up well in practice,� com-
mented Blue Devil Head Coach Ellen
Kovac. �She only did the vault once
because she wanted to save herself.�

Caravello�s bar routines equaled
her highest mark which she has been
recently matching consistently. �She
is using basically the same routine.
It�s kind of hard to make a change at
that level on the unevens. But, she
has been doing a great double-back
flyaway dismount,� pointed out
Kovac.

Lauren also placed fourth on the
balance beam with an 8.8. �She has a

very high level mount where she
jumps to a handstand and performs a
half-pirouette to a step down on the
beam,� explained Kovac. �Your aim
and balance must be very sharp.�

Jessica Caravello took first on the
floor exercises with a score of 9.3,
placed third on the beam with a mark
of 8.8 and tied for third with Raider

grabbed a pass from quarterback Ryan
MacDonald and rumbled to the
Farmer 37 for a 23-yard gain. Next,
Giacone flew 28 yards to the nine,
then Terrence Jenkins bashed six
yards to the three where Giacone
zipped in for the touchdown with
5:27 left in the half. MacDonald�s
extra point put the Devils in front, 7-
6.

Minutes later, on a fourth
and one from
their own 35,
Farmer half-
back Phil
Llave burst
into the Blue
Devil defen-
sive line,
broke free
then cut

down the left sideline for a touch-
down. The extra point put the Farm-
ers ahead, 13-7.

After a strong Farmer kickoff sailed
into the endzone, Tuohy blasted cen-
ter then left 27 yards to the 47.
Giacone sliced 10 yards to the Farmer
43, then a personal foul against the
Farmers placed the ball on the 27.
After a two-yard loss and an incom-
plete pass, MacDonald hit Giacone
on a screen pass left. Giacone breezed
untouched into the endzone.
MacDonald�s extra point made the
score 14-13 with just 1:56 left in the
half.

The offensive frenzy continued.
Farmer Paul DeFrancesco snagged
the kickoff on the 15 and returned it
to the 31. A questionable pass inter-
ference call placed the ball on the 46,
then Devlin kept to the Devil 41.

PAIGE CORBETT SCORES UNASSISTED GOAL IN 1ST HALF

Royals Scoop UCT Fogbowl;
Stop Blue Devils in OT, 2-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Persistence and two great plays
boosted the fourth-seeded Oak Knoll
field hockey team to a 2-1, overtime
v i c t o r y over the
second- s e e d e d
We s t - f i e l d
High School
girls in the
f i - nals of

t h e
Union County

Tournament on the artifi-
cial turf at Kean University in Union
on October 30. Late in the second

half, as the fog slipped in, the Blue
Devil girls watched their 1-0 lead
slip away.

�I thought that Oak Knoll played
very well. We knew they were a good
team coming in,� commented Blue
Devil Head Coach Maggie

McFadden. �It was a
well-played game by
both teams.�

If a game were
judged by domi-
nance and ball pos-
session, the Blue
Devils would have

won hands down;
however, goals must
be put on the board.
For approximately

23 minutes of the first
half, the Blue Devils ini-
tiated the offensive and,
with 9:05 off the clock,

senior Paige Corbett, unassisted,
ripped the net for the only goal of the
half.

Much credit, however, must be
given to Royal goalie Nicole Kress,
who made some outstanding stops to
avoid disaster. With 13:38 remain-

ing in the first half,
Devil Jessica

Wyckoff whizzed
a shot which was

stopped by
Kress then, on
several occa-
sions, senior
K r i s t e n
Leonardis took
shots from close

range which
were also stopped
by Kress.

Blue Devil
keeper Jen
Woodbury got
the opportu-
nity to dis-
play her
skills on

several occasions in the waning min-
utes of the half as the Royals mounted
a furious assault. Woodbury prevailed.
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L. CARAVELLO WINS 3 EVENTS

Blue Devil Gymnasts Soar
Past Raiders, 107-102.5
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The two top gymnastics teams in
Union County met head-on in Scotch
Plains on October 26 and the West-
field High School Blue Devils re-
mained undefeated by topping the
talented Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls,
107-102.5. Blue Devil sophomore
Lauren Caravello won all three events
in which she competed and Raider
Jackie Lavery grabbed first in the all-
around with a total of 35.4.

Caravello, as usual, took top hon-
ors on the uneven bars with a score of

9.45. Performing multiple turns while
doing her giant swings, coupled with
style and grace, made her nearly un-
touchable. However, Blue Devil fresh-
man Ashley Flood reached out to
take second in the event with a 9.2
mark. Lavery and Blue Devil Jessica
Caravello tied for third in the event
with scores of 8.9.

Lauren topped her sister Jessica on
the unforgiving balance beam with a
great score of 9.35. Jessica, who nor-
mally finishes first in the event, scored
an 8.8 while Lavery was third with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Blue Devil Paige Corbett, right, ap-
proaches the ball at the UCT.

Blue Devil Lauren Caravello prac-
tices her Tsukahara.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CARRYING THE KNIGHTS�Raider Gary Cousar carries two Blue Knights
en route to a sizable gain. Below is Nathan Jones, No. 22.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BURYING A FARMER�.Blue Devils Jay Cook, No. 26, and Paul Johnston, No.
64, smother a Farmer. Below, Johnston recovers a Farmer fumble.

Seiko, Citizen and Pulsar
Watches Discounted 30-50%

Large Selection of Pre-owned
Watches including ROLEX,
Movado, TagHeuer, Gucci,
Swiss Army and others at
HUGE  savings!

We Repair Any Watch
Promptly and At

Reasonable Prices!
FREE Engraving with Any

Watch Purchase

42B So. Martine Avenue • Fanwood • (908) 322-4741

�The Complete Watch Center�

Across from Irma�s
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Check it out on the website!
www.goleader.com


