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School Bd. Receives
Report On Facilities,

Capacity Study
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education heard a presentation given
by the Thomas Group, a Princeton-
based architectural and engineering
consultant to school districts, at a spe-
cial meeting November 9.

The Thomas Group was commis-
sioned by the Board
of Education in Sep-
tember to assess the
school district’s
buildings in terms of
both capacity and
condition. About 40
parents and educa-
tors attended the pre-
sentation.

Service Master, an
engineering and
maintenance con-
tractor based in
Downers Grove, Ill.,
has been awarded a
contract by the
Board of Education
to manage and over-
see the district’s
building mainte-
nance. A second
study commissioned
by the Board of Edu-
cation from Service
Master, Inc., focused
more on typical,
yearly facilities and
building mainte-
nance needs, accord-
ing to the district’s
Public Information
Coordinator, Kathy Meyers.

Both studies coordinated their re-
search, according to the Thomas
Group’s Director Thomas Townes in
order to avoid unnecessary duplica-
tion, although the two studies over-
lap in many areas.

Presentation of the Service Master
study will be scheduled for the Spring
of 2000, according to Mr. Townes.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol Choye told the public that the
need to expand facilities as well as to
renovate and upgrade has been a
pressing concern for many years.

A facilities enrollment task force
commissioned by the Board of Edu-
cation in 1997 studied many aspects
of the district’s facilities and issued a

report to the Board of Education,
which focused on capacity, as well as
renovation needs.

That study was given to the Tho-
mas Group, which was commissioned
to evaluate and expand on the earlier,
task force study.

One of the main areas of concern,
according to Dr. Choye, is the in-

creasing elemen-
tary school popu-
lation and the in-
adequacy of the
district’s current
buildings to
house this num-
ber of students.

Educat iona l
consultant to the
Thomas Group,
Judy Ferguson,
explained the
state guidelines
for recommended
numbers of stu-
dents per class-
room for each
grade as follows:
Pre Kindergar-
ten, 15; Kinder-
garten - Third
Grade, 21; 4th -
8th, 23 and, 9th -
12th, 24.

Although these
guidelines are not
mandatory, Ms.
Ferguson ex-
plained, they are
recommended for
optimum student

comfort and in order to maximize the
quality of the classroom environment.
Based on demographic projections,
extensive redistricting is necessary
in order to properly follow state guide-
lines.

The Thomas Group study was di-
vided into two parts: the facilities
evaluation and the capacity analysis,
Mr. Townes explained. The facilities
evaluation covered an in-depth as-
sessment of each school’s plumbing,
electrical, mechanical and techno-
logical capabilities. Existing condi-
tions, code requirements, health and
safety, energy conservation and
Americans With Disabilities Act re-
quirements were some of the areas
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Fanwood Council
Okays Ordinances,
Pays Tribute to Vets
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

Five ordinances were adopted on
second reading and another two in-
troduced last Thursday during the
regular meeting of Fanwood’s gov-
erning body. Officials also announced
a municipal appointment at the meet-
ing and issued several proclamations
and a resolution.

An ordinance was passed to renew
the borough’s franchise agreement
with Comcast Cablevision of New
Jersey, Inc. for operation of a cable
television and communications sys-
tem in Fanwood. The pact – which
spans 15 years – replaces the
borough’s previous 10-year arrange-
ment with Comcast.

Council members subsequently
introduced an amendment to the
Comcast ordinance to delete a pas-
sage stating the cable company would
contribute $5,000 toward the cost of
a consultant to work with Fanwood’s
Long Range Planning Committee as
a condition of approval of the agree-
ment.

Comcast will still contribute the
money, but as a gift rather than as a
condition of the agreement. Officials
amended their original ordinance to
comply with regulations of the state
Office of Cable Television, which
mandates that such donations can
only be made as a condition of ap-
proval if the funds are used for cable
television purposes. The money
pledged by Comcast is earmarked by
the borough for downtown redevel-
opment efforts.

A second ordinance adopted last
week amends a prior borough decree
to state that the Union County Im-

provement Authority, which has a
lease agreement with a number of
area municipalities – including
Fanwood — may purchase munici-
pal bond insurance at the expense of
the county in order to bring the towns’
ratings up to the county’s level.

Council members also gave the
green light to an ordinance amend-
ing a previous ordinance which ap-
proved the capital lease agreement
between Fanwood and the Improve-
ment Authority for the purchase of
various equipment. Among these
purchases was a generator for the
rescue squad building.

Although the generator was ex-
pected to cost $13,500, its actual
price tag wound up being approxi-
mately $4,000 less. The original or-
dinance had to be amended so the
excess funds could be redirected to-
ward purchase of a fire alarm system
for the rescue squad headquarters.

Also okayed on second reading
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Frank Rossi Joins SP Council,
Ending Brief Democratic Control

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

With an array of local Republican
officials in attendance, Frank Rossi
joined the Scotch Plains Township
Council last week.

The addition of Mr. Rossi to the
council formally ends the Democratic
Party’s brief 10-month control of the
governing body and returns the GOP
to the majority position it had held
for 24 years before yielding power
last January.

Mr. Rossi, who was overwhelm-
ingly elected on November 2 to serve
out the remaining three years of the
four-year term left vacant by the death
in May of Democrat Franklin P.
Donatelli, took the oath of office
from Township Clerk Barbara Riepe
at the Council’s first regular meeting
after Election Day. His wife, three
children and parents were at his side.

In brief remarks, Mr. Rossi thanked
Scotch Plains residents “for showing
confidence in me,” and said he looked
forward “to working with the entire
council…and the residents.”

A number of Republican officials
from the area, including Assembly-
man Alan M. Augustine, former
Scotch Plains Mayors Gabriel Spera
and Joan Papen and Fanwood Mayor-
elect Louis C. Jung and Councilman
Joel Whitaker, attended the council’s
meeting and applauded Republican
Councilman Martin L. Marks’ ex-
pression of his “unbelievable plea-

sure” at Mr. Rossi’s election.
The other members of the council,

including Democratic Mayor Geri
M. Samuel, welcomed Mr. Rossi and
said they looked forward to working
with him. Deputy Mayor Tarquin Jay
Bromley joked that it was a nice to

have a fellow lawyer on the council.
In other matters, Councilman

Marks said that the Township’s an-
nual Old Fashioned Holiday Cel-
ebration will take place on Sunday,
December 5, on the Village Green
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Officials Say Standardized Tests Should Compare
SP-F to Results in Similar School Districts

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

A presentation of the state’s newly
adopted standardized tests for school
children in grades 4, 8 and 11 was
heard before the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SP-F) Board of Education
at its agenda meeting on Monday
night.

Director of Information Services
for the district, Donald Williams,
described how the Elementary School
Proficiency Assessment (ESPA), the
Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment
(GEPA), and the High School Profi-
ciency Assessment (HSPA) were be-
ing adopted to replace older stan-

dardized tests for the state.
The ESPA and the GEPA have

been designed to measure progress in
the Core Curriculum Content Stan-
dards, which were adopted by the
State Board of Education in May of
1996.

The new tests, according to Mr.
Williams, engage students in critical
and analytical thinking skills as well
as assessing their abilities to inter-
pret, speculate, and make inferences
when reading and writing, a depar-
ture from older tests, which only
evaluated students’ basic skills.

According to Mr. Williams, these
cognitive skills are recognized as

being necessary to succeed in today’s
workplace.

The first ESPA was administered
to 336 general education fourth grad-
ers in the district this past May. The
ESPA measured student knowledge
and skill levels in three subject cat-
egories: language arts, mathematics
and science.

The GEPA replaces the Grade 8
Early Warning Test (EWT) and is
also aligned with the Core Curricu-
lum Content Standards. The first
GEPA was administered in March of
1999 to 254 general education stu-
dents and measured student knowl-
edge in language arts and mathemat-
ics.

For each subject category, three
proficiency levels were determined:
partially proficient, proficient and
advanced proficient. Students scor-

ing in the lowest level, partially pro-
ficient, were determined to be below
the state minimum level of profi-
ciency. All scores were issued as a
ratio of Scotch Plains-Fanwood dis-
trict students versus state-wide num-
bers in each of the three scoring lev-
els.

The Grade 11 High School Profi-
ciency Test, also known as HSPT 11, is
an examination of reading, mathemat-
ics and writing, and was administered
as a graduation requirement for all
public schools in New Jersey in early
October of 1998. The HSPT 11 was
scored as a pass/fail test in each of the
three subject categories. The High
School Proficiency Assessment,
HSPA, will replace the HSPT 11 as the
state’s graduation test in October of
2001.
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Fanwood Officials
Express Outrage

Over Negative Mail

David B. Corbin for The Times
RAIDERS WINNING A THRILLER…Nathan Jones, No. 22, rushes for one of
his six touchdowns in the unbelievable, knee-knocking State Sectional game
against the Vikings. Linemen Dan Loomis, No. 75, and Bob Dinsmore, No. 65,
helped open up the holes. The Raiders won a wild one, 42-41, against Parsippany
Hills in Scotch Plains on November 13.

Times Offices to Close
For Thanksgiving

The offices of The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood will be
closed on Thursday and Friday,
November 25 and 26, in obser-
vance of Thanksgiving.

We remind everyone in our cov-
erage area that all copy and letters-
to-the-editor must be submitted by
tomorrow, Friday, November 19,
for consideration in next week’s
publication.

The deadline for placement of
classified advertisements is Mon-
day, November 22, at noon.

William A. Burke  for The Times
VETERANS REMEMBERED...Joe McCort of the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post No. 10122 and the American Legion Post No. 209 previews the Color Guard
at Scotch Plains’ Veterans Day ceremony held last Thursday.

William A. Burke  for The Times
REMEMBERING THOSE WHO SERVED...Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly speaks during Veterans Day observances in front of the Fanwood
Memorial Library while local veterans stand at attention.

William A. Burke  for The Times
JOINING THE COUNCIL...Republican Frank Rossi is shown here after taking
the oath of office from Township Clerk Barbara Riepe, far right, as the newest
member of the Scotch Plains Township Council. Mr. Rossi was chosen by voters
in a special election November 2 to fill the seat of Franklin Donatelli, who died
in May. The election gives Republicans a 3-2 majority on the governing body.
Looking on are Mr. Rossi’s children, wife and parents.

Overcrowding
Options:

Option 1: Moving the fifth
grade to the middle schools.
Cost: $9,553,000.

Option 2: Moving the ad-
ministrative offices from Ev-
ergreen School. Cost: $1.4
million to build an addition
for administration or
$180,000 to rent offices.

Option 3: Converting
Terrill School to include only
kindergarten through grade
6. Cost: $10,019,000.

Option 4: Building a new
kindergarten through grade
5 elementary school to house
the overflow from each of the
other grammar schools. Cost:
$18,819,000.

Option 5: Building a new
pre-kindergarten/kindergar-
ten. Cost: $18,749,000.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Borough officials publicly ex-
pressed outrage last week over what
they described as a derogatory letter
targeting Democratic candidates in
Fanwood which was deposited
anonymously in the mailbox of one
of the candidates days before the
November 2 General Election.

During closing remarks at the gov-
erning body’s regular meeting Thurs-
day, broadcast on Fanwood’s TV-35,
Democratic Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell denounced the
incident, saying she felt as offended
by the correspondence as if she her-
self had been the recipient.

Ms. Mitchell said the one-page,
typed missive contained obvious ref-
erences to Council President and
Mayoral contender William E.
Populus, Jr. and council candidates
Patricia Plante and Adele Kenny,
although none of the three were men-
tioned by name in the piece.

She interpreted the language of
the letter as biased against Mr.
Populus, who is African-American,
adding that it also contained defa-
matory and insulting remarks about
the entire Democratic slate. The
three candidates lost to their Repub-
lican opponents in an Election Day
sweep.

The letter is believed to have been
delivered during the early morning
hours of October 29 and was re-
ported to local police the same day,
authorities confirmed.

Facing the TV-35 camera during
last week’s council meeting, Ms.
Mitchell, in a controlled voice that
could not disguise her anger, asked
the unknown person responsible for
the act, “if you wore your white sheet
or if you felt safe under the cover of
darkness?”

Despite some references in the let-
ter, Chief Robert Carboy of the
Fanwood Police Department told The
Times Monday that the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office believes the mail-
ing was not a bias incident but rather
a harassment case tied to the recent
election. He said there were no overt
racial remarks contained in the let-
ter.

In addition, he said, the
Prosecutor’s Office does not feel the
mailing was meant as a threat against

any of the candidates. This type of
incident is considered a petty disor-
derly persons offense which would
carry a summons, according to the
chief.

He confirmed that the Fanwood
Police Department is continuing its
investigation into the matter, with
the letter itself having been sent to
the State Police laboratory for finger-
print testing. Local authorities have
additionally canvassed the neighbor-
hood where the incident occurred,
hoping to gain leads, he said.

During last week’s meeting, Mayor
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TV-35 Schedule
Friday, Nov. 19, 7:00 P.M.

Freeholders’ Forum

Friday, Nov. 19, 8:00 P.M.
Fanwood/Scotch Plains Lions
Club 50th Anniversary

Sunday, Nov. 21, 8:00 P.M.
Fanwood/Scotch Plains Lions
Club 50th Anniversary

Sunday, Nov. 21, 9:00 P.M.
Cultural Arts Festival

Tuesday, Nov. 23, 8:00 P.M.
Repeat of 11/11 Fanwood
Council Meeting

Thursday, Nov. 25, 8:00 P.M.
Millennium Clock Dedication

Thursday, Nov. 25, 9:30 P.M.
Cultural Arts Festival

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

addressed.
Physical tours of each building were

conducted by Thomas Group employ-
ees, assisted by a school administra-
tor.

Mr. Townes emphasized that all of
the upgrades and renovation sugges-
tions in the Thomas Group report were
only recommendations for the district
to consider implementing. Priority
items in the report, marked with an
asterisk, carried a stronger recommen-
dation, such as an area that did not
meet current codes or state standards.

All items were itemized and capi-
talized for costs over the next 10 years.
Capitalized items were those that
would be offset by savings, such as
energy conservation.

James Grabowski, Technology
Communications Administrator for the
Thomas Group, presented an overview
of the district’s current technology sys-
tems and recommended upgrade op-
tions. Upgrades, such as district-wide
telephone systems with phones in ev-
ery classroom and networked voice-
mail for teachers, were recommended.

A Wide Area Network, or WAN,
with fiber optic Internet connections
was also recommended by Mr.
Grabowski as being essential for
today’s high-speed Internet demands.
He characterized the current Internet-
access system used by the district as
being slow and limited.

Other technology improvements rec-
ommended by the report include com-
puter hardware, lighting and air con-
ditioning. New boilers were also pro-
posed as being a future consideration,
needing replacement most likely in
the next 10 years.

Recommendations are projected to
cost a grand total of $53 million.

Board member August Ruggiero
asked the Thomas Group to calculate
the cost of only the priority items,
which Mr. Townes said would take a
few days to complete. Mr. Townes
verified that the costs for completing
only the priority items would be as
much as 50 percent of the total $53
million price tag.

Board member Jessica D. Simpson
made the comment that it would be
difficult to pick and choose only a
small percentage of the recommenda-
tions, which would provide a mini-
mally safe environment when the dis-
trict wants to provide the best quality
environment.

The second part of the study, the
capacity analysis, evaluated building
modification options related to demo-
graphics. Each option was evaluated
in terms of least disruptive to students
and overall costs.

The first option evaluated moving
the fifth grade to the middle schools.
This option was determined to be the
least expensive, at a cost of $9,553,000
and would require building additions
to Evergreen, McGinn and Terrill
schools. Evergreen and McGinn would
have to be expanded to house an in-
creasing kindergarten through fourth
grade population.

An alternative to that plan also in-
volved moving the 5th grade to the
middle schools, with the added costs
of relocating the Board offices cur-
rently housed at Evergreen. This op-
tion would require additions to McGinn
and Terrill, as well as funding a new
administrative office building, at a to-
tal cost of $10,781,000.

The second option considered the
advantages of just moving the admin-
istrative offices from Evergreen, evalu-
ating the cost differential of building
new administrative offices versus rent-
ing office space. The report estimated
building an administrative addition at
Park Middle School to be $1.4 million,
while renting office space would cost
approximately $180,000 per year. This
option would require no redistricting
and would therefore be the least dis-
ruptive to the student population.

The third option evaluated convert-
ing Terrill to kindergarten - grade 6.
This was the second least expensive
option at a cost of $10,019,000. This
option would require additions to
Brunner, McGinn, School One and
Terrill.

The fourth option considered the
benefits of building a new kindergar-
ten - grade 5 elementary school to
house the overflow from each of the
other grammar schools. The cost of
$18,819,000 for this option did not
include land acquisition costs, which
are approximately $250,000 per acre.
Mr. Townes verified that ideally, 10-
12 acres would be needed for a school.

The fifth option included building a
new pre- kindergarten/kindergarten at
a cost of $18,749,000, $1.4 million of
which would cover the costs of hous-
ing administrative offices.

All five options included “adequacy
renovations,” which is providing per-
manent walls for all of the grammar
schools’ open-space classroom areas,
deemed advisable by the Thomas
Group, as well as bathroom facilities
for all of the pre-school/handicapped
classrooms.

The next step in the process, accord-
ing to Ms. Meyers, will be for the
board to study the reports in depth and
hold a series of structured meetings to
discuss and prioritize all of the recom-
mendations.

Board President Theresa Larkin said
that these issues will be placed on the
board’s future open agenda meetings
for public input, as well.

Additionally, a community survey
regarding student distribution and ca-
pacity issues was mailed to all com-
munity residents in November, accord-
ing to Ms. Meyers. The results of those
surveys are currently being tabulated
and will be given to the Board of Edu-
cation, and incorporated into its deci-
sion making process.

The next regular meeting of the
Board of Education is scheduled for
Tuesday, November 23, at 7 p.m. All
Board of Education meetings are held
at the administrative offices at Ever-
green School.

School Bd. Receives Report
On Facilities, Capacity Study

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1
• An incident of criminal mischief was

reported in Forest Road Park in which
graffiti was sprayed on the park building.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6
• Gregory Brannon, 23, of Plainfield

was charged with drunkenness and dis-
orderly conduct in the 10 block of Mid-
way Avenue. He was released on his own
recognizance.

• A cellular telephone was reported
stolen from an unlocked motor vehicle in
the 20 block of Poplar Place.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8
• A home burglary occurred in the 50

block of Russell Road in which jewelry
and miscellaneous items valued at $2,000
were taken.

A man was observed jumping from a
second-floor window of the home, after
which he fled into Scotch Plains. The
suspect remained at large at press time.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9
• A television set was reported stolen

from a residence in the 30 block of

Paterson Road by someone who appar-
ently gained entry through a rear win-
dow.

• Police confirmed that a motor ve-
hicle which had been stolen in Fanwood
was recovered in the parking lot of a
South Avenue restaurant.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
• Lawrence McGriff, 23, of Somerville

was charged with driving while intoxi-
cated in Scotch Plains after first being
observed driving carelessly on Terrill Road
in Fanwood, according to police. He was
released on his own recognizance.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14
• Robert McIntyre, 23, of Clark was

charged with criminal mischief for al-
legedly damaging the window frame on
a jeep in the parking lot of a South
Avenue restaurant. He was released on
his own recognizance.

• A resident of the 150 block of Farley
Avenue reported that his eyeglasses and
keys were stolen from an area near his front
porch while he was mowing his lawn.

FANWOOD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for October 1999

Most Common Emergencies

In-Town Emergency Calls: 42
Out-of Town Mutual Aid Calls: 15
Total Calls: 57
Trips Made to Area Hospitals: 45
Advanced Life Support Called 24
Total Volunteer Hours: 344:00

Sudden Illness
Injuries

Chest Pain/Difficulty Breathing
Pediatric

Psychiatric

Of Special Note:
During the month there were 40 hours of training.  Members were re-

certified in CPR and also had an OSHA refresher course.
Community service hours for the month totaled 14.  Members participated

in the Halloween Parade and provided standby coverage during the Union
County Municipal Alliance Red Ribbon Relay for Drug Awareness on
October 24th.

from noon to 5 p.m.
He said the afternoon’s program will

feature hay rides, pony rides, face paint-
ing, a visit from Santa’s elves and the
arrival at 5 p.m. of Santa Claus himself.

The Osborn Cannonball House on
East Front Street will be open that day
as well.

Mr. Marks added that planners are
asking local choirs that wish to sing
during the program to come forward.
Any questions about the celebration
should be directed to Ray Pardon, Presi-

dent of the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association at (908) 322-
7388.

Also during last week’s Council meet-
ing, which lasted just 35 minutes, Mayor
Samuel proclaimed the week of Novem-
ber 14 as American Education Week.

The council also congratulated Lee
Stein, a teacher in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District for 40 years,
on her retirement this month.

The council’s next meeting will be
held on Tuesday, November 23.
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Fanwood Officials Outraged
Because of Derogatory Mail

Scores for the ESPA reflect that SPF
district children achieved a signifi-
cantly higher number of children in
the proficient and advanced proficient
categories than state-wide numbers,
according to Mr. Williams.

The ratios for Language Arts for
fourth grade students show one and a
half times the number of district chil-
dren in the proficient category and 1.8
times in the advanced proficient cat-
egory compared to state numbers. Math
scores reflect similar ratios of district
children outnumbering statewide chil-
dren in the advanced proficient cat-
egory, 2-1.

Scores for the GEPA also reflected
ratios of approximately 2-1 in both
subject categories.

The ESPA test scores indicated that
approximately 30 percent of the
district’s fourth-graders scored par-
tially proficient in language arts while
only 3 percent of eighth graders mea-
sured partially proficient in this sub-
ject area. The mathematics scores did
not reflect this discrepancy with ap-
proximately 8 percent of the students
in both fourth and eighth grade scor-
ing partially proficient.

Parent Teacher Association Coun-
cil President Vicki Parker questioned
the validity of these findings and ex-
pressed her opinion that this discrep-
ancy reflects a flaw in the test scoring
methods not a drastic improvement in
the district’s teaching methods be-
tween the fourth and eighth grades in
language arts.

The scores for the HSPT reflected a
7.8 percent failure rate for language
arts, a 3.7 percent failure rate for writ-
ing skills and a 6 percent failure rate
for mathematics. Those students who
failed are currently enrolled in special
classes in order to improve their learn-
ing deficiencies.

Comparable statewide ratios for the
HSPT are no yet available.

Sharp criticism of the way in which
the tests measured students’ scores
came from board member Edward J.
Saridaki, Jr. Mr. Saridaki pointed out
that the scores, which reflect mean
averages and ratios of district students
versus state-wide numbers, were not
as helpful a diagnostic tool as median
scores and a precise distribution of
scores.

Mr. Saridaki stated that he would
prefer to see our scores compared to
other districts that were socio-economi-
cally like Scotch Plains-Fanwood, such
as I and J districts, and that comparing
SPF scores to A and B districts, such
as Newark and Camden, was not a
useful or valid basis for comparison.

Several board members as well as
parents questioned whether these tests
were true indicators of progress to-
wards meeting the Core Curriculum
Standards. Because of these doubts,
the district will still administer other
standardized tests until the new tests
can be more thoroughly evaluated.

Language Supervisor for grades 6-
12, Helga Thomas, explained the
World Language Proposal to the board.
A foreign language state test to be
administered in fourth grade has been
mandated by the state, according to
Mrs. Thomas.

For this reason, it is deemed neces-
sary to implement a foreign language
program at least by the third grade.
Several other districts have imple-
mented foreign language programs as
early as kindergarten.

Mrs. Thomas explained to the board
that there are several options, which
the district must decide on, regarding
the implementation of a foreign lan-
guage program. The choices include
whether to offer one or two foreign
languages to each grammar school
and when to schedule foreign language
classes without taking instruction time
away from other subjects.

Options include curriculum map-
ping, which would streamline other
subjects and eliminate overlapping cur-
riculum or scheduling foreign language

instruction after school. The after-
school option would require consent
of the Teacher’s Association.

Funding limitations preclude offer-
ing all four foreign languages at each
of the five grammar schools. Most
districts offer either one language in
all grammar schools, such as Spanish,
with the option to switch to another
language in middle school, or they
offer a different language in each gram-
mar school, also with the option to
switch.

According to Mrs. Thomas, who
has extensively researched the imple-
mentation of a foreign language pro-
gram, the foreign language must be
taught for at least 30 minutes a day, in
order to afford Scotch Plains-Fanwood
students the greatest possible success
in achieving proficiency for the state
mandated test.

Mrs. Thomas assured the board that
according to her extensive research,
implementing the World Language
Program would not be detrimental to
other areas of the curriculum, but
rather, would enhance student’s over-
all abilities and skills.

Many board members agreed that
they could not vote on adopting the
foreign language proposal until they
had more complete information on
whether taking this time away from
other subjects would adversely affect
the overall curriculum. Several dis-
trict parents expressed their disap-
proval of implementing a foreign lan-
guage program for that reason.

In other business, Public Informa-
tion Coordinator, Kathleen L. Meyer,
was honored by the board with a plaque
in recognition of her receiving the New
Jersey School Boards Association
Award for her work as the Editor of
Perspective, the district’s quarterly
written communication newsletter.

Perspective received an Award of
Excellence for its entry in the Annual
Workshop School Communications
Competition at the recent New Jersey
School Boards Convention held in At-
lantic City. In a statement read by
Board member Jessica D. Simpson,
Mrs. Meyers in her role as Public
Information Coordinator and Editor of
Perspective, has done a “superior” job
keeping the local community mem-
bers informed of events and important
issues throughout our schools.

The next regular public meeting of
the Board of Education is scheduled
for Tuesday, November 23m, and the
next open agenda meeting will be held
on Thursday, December 9. All board
meetings are held in the district’s ad-
ministrative offices at the Evergreen
Elementary School.

was an ordinance which prohibits park-
ing between the hours of 8 and 9 a.m.
and between 2:30 and 3:30 p.m. on
school days from the westerly curb line
of Westfield Road to a point 200 feet
west thereof on the north side of Waldon
Road.

The final ordinance to be adopted by
the council last week was a decree
establishing five additional bus stops,
including two on either side of Midway
Avenue near Tillotson Road and Hunter
Avenue, and another on South Avenue
just west of Hetfield Avenue.

Officials debuted an ordinance en-
dorsed by New Jersey Common Cause,
limiting the use of certain government-
owned buildings and equipment for
political fundraising. New Jersey Com-
mon Cause is an organization which
seeks to guarantee government integ-
rity by eliminating potential conflicts
of interest caused by political
fundraising on or through the use of
public property.

Members of the governing body also
passed a resolution increasing parking
permit fees for Fanwood residents from
$15 to $18 per month, effective Satur-
day, January 1.

The fee hike – the first since 1990 –
is one of several changes recently rec-
ommended by the council’s Public
Safety Committee concerning opera-
tion of the parking lots on the north and
south sides of the Fanwood train sta-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tion. The present $30 per month fee for
non-residents will remain the same.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly an-
nounced the appointment of Robert S.
Cenar as the borough’s new Plumbing
Inspector/Plumbing Sub-Code Official,
effective Monday, November 15. Mr.
Cenar, who was at the meeting, previ-
ously served in the same capacity in
Scotch Plains.

Proclamations were issued acknowl-
edging November both as National Epi-
lepsy Awareness Month and National
Alzheimer’s Disease Month; Novem-
ber 4 to 10 as American Association of
Teachers of French Week and Novem-
ber 14 to 20 as American Education
Week in Fanwood.

The contributions of the men and
women who served their country in all
branches of the military were recognized
with a council resolution honoring Vet-
erans Day. The holiday was a strong
theme during last week’s meeting, as
officials recalled the roles their fathers,
brothers and others played in defending
democracy at home and abroad.

Mayor Connelly noted that last Thurs-
day also marked the arrival of the Battle-
ship New Jersey at the Philadelphia
Naval Shipyard. The most decorated
warship in United States history is des-
tined to become a floating museum in
either Camden or Bayonne. “Welcome
home, Big J,” Mayor Connelly remarked
fondly. “Welcome back to New Jersey.”

Fanwood Council Approves
Ordinances, Salutes Veterans

Vo-Tech Offers Teachers
Free, High-Tech  Training

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
have received the County Coordinated
Services Grant from the State of New
Jersey’s Department of Education.

The grant program, which began on
October 1 and runs through September
30, 2000, will provide county-wide co-
ordination of services while partnering
with the Educational Technology Train-
ing Center (ETTC) which is headquar-
tered on the Union County Vocational-
Technical School’s Raritan Road Cam-
pus.

The Center provides vital staff devel-
opment for kindergarten through grade
12 educators, public and non-public,
using the newest high-tech advances in
computer hardware, software and pe-
ripherals.

The Coordinated Services Program is
designed to advance the technology
training needs of all Kindergarten to
grade 12 teachers throughout the county.
The Vo-Tech Schools will offer Union
County School Districts free vouchers
for teachers to attend customized cur-
riculum and technology workshops at
the ETTC.

For full information, please call Lisa
Greenberg at (908) 889-3810.

DECA Students Seek Sponsors
For ‘Adopt A Family’ Program

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
Chapter is organizing its sixth an-
nual “Adopt A Family” program for
the holiday season.

Working with the Union County
Interfaith Council and the Scotch
Plains Welfare Department, DECA
is seeking to provide toys, clothing
and basic household items for many
families and children in need.

DECA is in need of sponsors for
more than 80 families and over 180
children. These families are living in
various churches throughout the area
on a rotating basis or at other tempo-
rary shelters.

“Last year, we had over 60 families
adopted, so our ‘Adopt A Family”
program is growing,” said DECA
student RJ Milligan. “It has become
a community effort.”

If any individual, family, group or
business is interested in adopting a
family, DECA will provide a brief
description of the families in need,
along with a wish list.

The sponsor would then be re-
sponsible for purchasing items on
that wish list for the family. The gifts
will be distributed by DECA at a
holiday party on Friday, December
17, which the marketing students are

planning with the Interfaith Coun-
cil.

For further information or to adopt
a family, please call DECA at (908)
889-8600. DECA is also accepting
cash donations from those who are
unable to adopt but would like to
help.

Maryanne S. Connelly called the in-
cident “absolutely disgusting,” add-
ing that in 15 years of public life, she
“had not seen such personal attacks
as had taken place during this cam-
paign.”

Governing body Republicans like-
wise condemned the incident. “It’s the
type of activity you hope you never see
in your community,” Councilman and
Mayor-elect Louis C. Jung told The
Times on Monday, saying he and fellow
council Republicans first learned of the
incident through Councilwoman
Mitchell’s revelation. “It’s very unfor-
tunate that someone would stoop this
low,” he added.

Speaking on behalf of the Fanwood
GOP, Mr. Jung labeled the incident as
“abhorrent,” saying he hoped the per-
son responsible would be identified.
“We join our Democratic colleagues in
condemning this action,” he remarked.

Chief Carboy characterized the inci-
dent involving the letter as an “iso-
lated” one, noting that he could not
recall any prior cases of this nature
having been reported in the borough.

Ms. Kenny said Tuesday that she felt
the letter aimed at the Democratic ticket
may have been sparked by remarks
made earlier in the campaign season,

specifically during a Candidates Night
forum held October 22 at Fanwood
Borough Hall.

During the forum, Councilman-elect
Thomas P. Ryan, Jr., who later won Mr.
Jung’s vacant seat on the governing
body, brought to light Ms. Kenny’s ab-
sence from the voting polls in recent
years.

She defended herself at the forum by
saying she had not voted at times due to
poor health or because other family
members were ill.

In a statement this week, Ms. Kenny
also expressed concern that the mailing
incident would discourage others from
volunteering or seeking elected office
in the future and that it would send a
“damaging message” to the youth of
the community.

“At this time, it is inappropriate to
comment on the material contained in
the letter, because it is part of an on-
going police investigation,” she stated.
“However, I feel strongly that the per-
sonal attacks against me at the debate,
and in subsequent press statements,
opened the door to the letter’s ugliness.

“I hope that our borough’s character
has not been too badly tarnished, that
future candidates and volunteers will
not be discouraged,” she concluded.
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Frank Rossi Joins Council
In Township of Scotch Plains

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scores Should be Compared
To Similar Districts’ Results


