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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Plan To Attend Our Annual
OPEN HOUSE

December 3rd, 4th & 5th, 1999
With Trees, Wreaths, Lights,

Poinsettias, Custom-Designed
Centerpieces, Gifts, Candles,

Tree & Lawn Decorations
and more - Parker Is Your

Holiday Headquarters.

1325 Terrill Road • SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ  •  (908) 322-5555
Complete Nursery • Greenhouses • Landscaping • Silk Plants • Custom Design Services

It’s Worth A Trip From Anywhere To The Award Winning...

Parker Greenhouses
FARM & GARDEN CENTER

WESTFIELD

GS. PARKW
AY

CENTRAL AVE.

TERRILL  RD.

CLARK

EXIT
135

PLAINFIELD
EDISON

WATCHUNG

R
T. 22

SEARS SCOTCH PLAINS

PARKER
GREENHOUSES

Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. & Sat. 7am-5pm • Thurs. 7am-7pm • Sun. 9am-4pm
DEBIT

SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 27, 1999

FROM 10:30AM-5PM
Add value to your Christina’s World Collectibles

when Christina personally signs them.
1 Day Only - Saturday, Nov. 27th.
See our special display on these

very limited editions.

Parker GreenhousesParker Greenhouses
s  Your  Christmas  Headquarters  Where
Your Family’s Holiday Traditions Begin.
s  Your  Christmas  Headquarters  Where
Your Family’s Holiday Traditions Begin.

WATCH FOR OUR EXTENDED HOLIDAY HOURS
STARTING FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26th!

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
WESTFIELD BLUE DEVILS LEAD ANCIENT FOOTBALL RIVALRY 47-40-7

Blue Devils/Cardinals Rivalry Becomes
Highlight of Season to Senior Gridder

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The football rivalry between West-
field and Plainfield high schools is
one of the oldest in New Jersey.
Today�s
meet-
i n g
( 1 1
a.m.,
Kehler
S t a -
dium) will
be the 95th be-
tween the an-
cient foes, the first
known game being a
26-0 Westfield victory
in 1900!

�This is what high
school football is really
all about,� WHS senior
Mike Ciacciarelli said.
�It�s not about titles and
getting your name in the pa-
per. It�s about games like this
... rivalries ... and this is our
biggest rivalry. This is the game
we get up for the most.�

It has not been the best of years for
the Blue Devils, who bring a 3-6
mark into the game. And Plainfield
is just 5-4. But the won-lost records
have never had a bearing on the
outcome of the annual battle, which
usually draws the biggest crowd of
the season.

For Ciacciarelli and his teammates,
it is a chance to end the year on an up
note. This is just one year after a 9-3

season that ended with a loss to
Morristown in the sectional title game
at Giants Stadium. But graduation
took all the starters, and some top
backups, so there were many ques-

tion marks
coming into the
season. While there
have been many
pleasant surprises �
the offensive line has
sparkled at times, and the no-name
defense has had its moments � the
record is still three wins, six losses.

�It�s been a very disappointing sea-
son for us, because we know no team

has really outplayed us,� said
Ciacciarelli, a 6-foot, 190-pound
guard/linebacker. �We�ve made big
mistakes, had big turnovers but no
team has driven on our defense all

year. We�ve just
allowed too many big plays. It�s

frustrating, because our record

doesn�t show what we�re capable of.�
The losses that hurt the most were

against highly-ranked Hoboken,
arch-rivals Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Union � all three still involved
in the sectional playoffs � and the
gut-wrenching 6-0 loss (on a late 95-
yard touchdown run) to Linden. Each

game became a WHS loss when
breakdowns allowed late touch-
downs.

The team�s record has not kept
Ciacciarelli from being a standout,
both as a pulling guard on offense
and as the team�s No. 2 tackler (with
96, trailing only safety Mike Mroz�s

123) from his middle linebacker
post. He�s been an especially
pleasant surprise because he was
almost exclusively on special
teams a year ago.

�I think the coaches are happy
with how I�ve played,�

Ciacciarelli said. �And I know
I�m very happy with my season. I
didn�t think I�d do this well, so it�s

been a great year personally. I
just wish it had been better for

the team.�
Ciacciarelli has been a

�grunt� � a guard on of-
fense and linebacker on de-
fense � since he started
playing for the Westfield
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

KOSCIELECKI LED WITH 6 GOALS

Lady Raiders Outscore
Soccer Opponents

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Although finishing with a 7-10
record, the youthful Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team outscored their opponents, 43-
38, prior to the state sectional game.

Sophomore Jill Koscielecki led the
Raiders with six goals and also led
with five assists.

The offensive punch came prima-
rily from the sophomore girls who
totaled 23 of the 43 goals and 12 of
the team�s 33 assists. Kellie LaForge
ripped in five goals and had two
assists and Hona Pardon fired in five
and assisted on one. Kerri Quinn
netted three goals and one assist and
Tracey Fitzgerald had two goals and
two assists while Jackie Fiorino con-
tributed one goal and one assist and
Jayme Ferraro added one goal.

Senior Alex Bush hit for two goals
and abetted in four and Co-Captain
Jen Miller rippled the net twice and
added two assists. Although spend-
ing some time at keeper, senior Jen
Doyle did have two goals and one

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Seiko, Citizen and Pulsar
Watches Discounted 30-50%

Large Selection of Pre-owned
Watches including ROLEX,
Movado, TagHeuer, Gucci,
Swiss Army and others at
HUGE  savings!

We Repair Any Watch
Promptly and At

Reasonable Prices!
FREE Engraving with Any

Watch Purchase

42B So. Martine Avenue • Fanwood • (908) 322-4741

�The Complete Watch Center�

Across from Irma�s

MARK 14TH-STRAIGHT WC TITLE

Raiders Finish Season
With 14-6-3 Record

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Staying healthy and avoiding inju-
ries has always been necessary if a
team is to realize its potential. The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys soccer team, which suffered its
share of major injuries and still com-
pleted its season with a 14-6-3 record,
were Union County Tournament fi-
nalists and claimed its 14th-consecu-
tive Watchung Conference National
Division Title on the final game of

the season.
The brunt of the misfortune oc-

curred just before the season when
junior starting goalie Brad Lowyns
suffered a broken hand while partici-
pating with the prestigious Manches-
ter United in England. Next, midway
through the season, backup keeper
Patrick Meredith fractured his leg.

With those major injuries, the Raid-
ers found it difficult to reach their
peak. However, late in the season,

PAVONI SACKS QB FOR SAFETY AND GRABS 81-YARD PASS RECEPTION

Kickoff Return, Five Interceptions KO
Raiders� Hopes in Sectionals, 14-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An 89-yard, opening kickoff re-
turn, five interceptions and three
fumble recoveries by a scrappy third-
seeded Rahway High School squad
knocked out the second-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood football team, 14-2,
in the NJ Section 2, Group 3 semifi-
nals at Kean University in Union on
November 21. Once again, Raider
sophomore Andrew Pavoni came
through with big plays, recording a
quarterback sack in the endzone for a
safety and being on the receiving end
of an 81-yard pass play.

�You can�t give up eight turnovers
and win,� said Raider Head Coach
Steve Ciccotelli. �I don�t know any
team who can. And you can�t give up
an opening kickoff.�

The Raider defense played very
well throughout the game and kept
the game close but, unfortunately,
found themselves constantly on the
field defending their turf as a result
of the turnovers. Pavoni led the Raid-
ers with 12 tackles, followed by line-
backer Dave Herrmann with 11 and
tackle Dan Loomis with six.

With a misty film on the artificial
turf, both teams� running backs ex-
perienced problems making their
cuts, but no cuts were necessary when
Indian Steve Ellis received the open-
ing kickoff on the 11 and scooted up
the middle and into the Raider
endzone in just 14 seconds to push an
early 6-0 lead.

Rahway�s stingy defensive line led
by junior tackle Danny Garay keyed
on Raider Nathan Jones and held
him to just 27 yards on 13 carries in
the first half and 69 in the game. The
Raiders were forced early to change
their offensive game plan but to no
avail.

�I had a little problem on the turf
but the holes were not there today,�
said Jones. �The front line was doing
all they could. Rahway had a lot of
guys on the line and came in real
hard. They had a good defensive
scheme. And, it worked. A lot of
interceptions, a lot of turnovers did
it.�

�They were putting nine men in
the box,� explained Ciccotelli of
Rahway�s defensive game plan. �And
that�s why Jones could not run well.�

With no success on their first se-
ries, the Raiders were forced to kick
from their own 33. Herrmann�s kick
was received on the Indian 20 and

returned to the 29, but the tough
Raider defense also forced the Indi-
ans to punt.

A Raider offensive roll was halted
when quarterback Brian Schiller�s
pass intended for fullback Gary
Cousar was intercepted by Indian
Walter Braxton. The Raider defense
remained solid and forced a quick
kick on third down.

A fake punt which resulted in a 30-
yard gain as the quarter ended per-
petuated an Indian drive. On the next
play, from the Raider 44, Indian quar-

terback Steve Brown connected with
Blake Bailey who made a great div-
ing catch at the four. After Raider
tackle Dan Loomis stuffed a run for a
two-yard loss, Brown popped a pass
right to Ellis in the endzone with
10:23 left in the half. The Indains
upped their lead to 14-0 when Brown
faked the extra point kick and tossed
complete to Ricky Moseby, who made
a spectacular, one-handed catch in
the endzone.

Misfortune continued to hamper
the Raiders when the bouncing kick-

off was mishandled by returner Ray
Williams, forcing him to fall on it at
the six. But good fortune seemed to
arise when Schiller completed to
Pavoni over the middle near the 25.
From there Pavoni raced to the In-
dian 13. The Raiders failed to capi-
talize and turned possession over to
the Indians at the five.

Back came Pavoni. The Indians
were pushed to their own one then on
the next play, with 5:42 remaining,
Pavoni sacked Brown in the endzone.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

assist. Veronica Moreno had one goal
and one assist while Co-Captain Julie
Lowen and Marissa Mendez contrib-
uted one assist each.

Only three juniors were on the
varsity this season but nine goals and

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING A SHOT AT GOAL�Raider junior Renee Zidonik rips a shot at the
Holy Family goal in late September.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING TO THE BALL FIRST�Raider senior Ryan Kramer, No. 26, beats
his opponent to the ball first.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THEME OF THE GAME�Loose balls and interceptions became the theme of
the game between the Raiders and the Indians. Raider Jeremy Dodge sees a ball
slip from the grasp of an Indian.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Devils Defeather Cardinals, 22-7, in 1997. Hickey leads Osborne


