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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
JONES NETS 5 TD�S, 318 YDS RUSHING, 43 YD RECEPTION, 2 INT�S

Big Raider Gridmen Capture the Day;
Outrun Spirited Blue Devils, 47-23

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Keeping up with �the Jones� can
be very difficult; especially if it refers
to senior Nathan Jones who rushed
for 318 yards, snagged a 43-yard
pass reception, made two intercep-
tions and netted five touchdowns as
unbeaten Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School outran Westfield, 47-
23, in Scotch Plains on October 2.
Previously, in this decade, the Raid-
ers managed to defeat the Blue Dev-
ils only once which was in 1996 by a
score of 13-12.

Last year, the Blue Devils had the
big, experienced team and rumbled
all the way to Giants Stadium to play
for a Group 3 title. This year, a huge
and experienced Raider offensive line
wore down the younger Blue Devils
as the game progressed.

�We won the battle. It was a battle
of attrition and our guys hung in
there, came off the ball well and did

some good things,� commented
Raider Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli.
�And Nathan! He makes me look like
a genius as a coach.�

�Their size got to us and they wore
us down as the game progressed,�
commented Blue Devil Head Coach
Ed Tranchina. �They have a good
team this year.�

The Blue Devils drew first blood
with a 68-yard march which resulted
in a field goal with 3:44 remaining in
the first quarter. The march was high-
lighted by a 34-yard scoot by sopho-
more halfback Terrence Jenkins and
an 11-yard pass completion from
quarterback Chris Giacone to split
end Jim Mitchell.

Back came the Raiders and Jones.
Sophomore Ray Williams received
the kickoff on the 15 and returned it
to the 26. On second down, Andrew
Pavoni grabbed a nine-yard pass from
quarterback Brian Schiller to give
the Raiders a first down on the 37. On

third down, Schiller passed right to
Jones, who then sailed 43 yards to the
Blue Devil 14. Next, fullback Gary
Cousar bashed to the 10, then Jones
took a pitchout and breezed into the
endzone with :14 left in the quarter.

The Blue Devils had their next
march halted abruptly in the second
quarter. A nice run by Giacone put
the ball at midfield, then later, on
fourth-and-one, Giacone pushed
through for the first down at the
Raider 39. After a penalty negated a
21-yard pass play to tight end Josh
Ray, the Blue Devils found them-
selves in a second and 15 situation.
Giacone fired down the middle, but
Jones intercepted on the 11 and
dashed to midfield.

Several short gains by Jones and a
19-yard completion to receiver Harold
Burwell gave the Raiders a first and
goal on the six-inch line. With 2:38 left
in the half, Cousar banged in for the
touchdown. Doug Gillie�s extra point

was good, making the score 13-3.
Moments later, Jones regained

possession for the Raiders when he
read the play, intercepted Giacone�s
pass and returned the ball to the
Westfield 27. Despite punishing tack-
les from safety Mike Mroz and line-
backer Ray, the Raiders ground to the
two where Cousar blast through for
the touchdown with just :25 left of
the half. Gillie�s extra point gave the
Raiders a 20-3, halftime lead.

�I saw him (Giacone) looking in
the middle and I jumped in front of
it,� said Jones of his second inter-
ception.

�He is a football player. You can�t
coach that,� said Ciccotelli of Jones�
ability to read plays.

The Blue Devils got tough in the
second half and added some �bang�
in their tackling. Blue Devil Jenkins
smashed Raider Clifton Freshwater
at the 25 on the kickoff return. Ray
smothered Schiller for a seven-yard
loss. Next, linebacker Pat Tuohy ham-
mered Jones on a screen pass to force
the Raiders to punt. Then, defensive
end Brian Gallagher blocked the punt
on the 20 and teammate Paul Johnston
grabbed it an returned it to the two.
Later, from the seven, quarterback
Ryan MacDonald hit Ray in the
endzone. MacDonald�s extra point
closed the score to 20-10 with 8:38
remaining in the quarter.

The Raiders answered quickly
within a minute. Cousar received the
kickoff on the 18 and returned it to
the 40. Two plays later, Jones slanted
off tackle then galloped down the
middle for a 57-yard touchdown.
Gillie�s extra point was no good and
the score jumped to 26-10.

With a lot of spirit, the Blue Devils
had no intentions of going away.
Twelve seconds later Giacone made
the score 26-16 when he scooped the
kickoff on the 15, zoomed up the
middle, broke a few tackles then cut
left into the endzone.

The Blue Devils had their biggest
chance to change the momentum of
the game when Ray cracked Williams
on the kickoff return and jarred the

PILKINGTON TAKES SECOND; WEI, PHILLIPS, CORBETT GRAB THIRDS

Blue Devil Girls Finish 3rd, Raiders Get
Sixth in Union County Tennis Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dominance in Union County High
School girls tennis shifted in favor of
the Oak Knoll and Summit girls as
they finished first with 92 points and
second with 84, respectively, in the
Union County Tennis Tournament
held at Tamaques Park in Westfield

on September 28-30. The Westfield
High School girls, who swept the
tournament last year, finished third
with a total of 37. Governor
Livingston and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood both had good showings
and finished fifth with 34 and sixth
with 26, respectively.

With the exception of Raider se-
nior Carolyn Pilkington, in her fourth
finals appearance at first singles, who
competed against Oak Knoll�s Tory
Zawacki, Oak Knoll and Summit
battled each other in the finals. After
breezing through the first round,
quarterfinals and semifinals,
Pilkington definitely had her work
cut out for her against one of the most
talented players in the nation.

Considering her stiffest competi-
tion prior to the finals, Pilkington
pointed out, �So far this tournament,
Allison Johnson from Summit was
the toughest to play. She got to every-
thing. She is very strong. Katie
Richards from Westfield upped her
game a lot since she played me ear-
lier this year.�

As to her experience with Zawacki,
Pilkington said prior to the finals, �I

have never played her before. I heard
that she was number six or so in the
nation. I did not get a chance to see
her play. Maybe that�s better! I am
going to go out there cold and see
what I can do.�

Pilkington did add, �I do not want
to get into a banging match with her.
She is powerful and I am not that big.

So hopefully, I can be intelligent out
there. I will use some drop shots,
maybe bring her into the net and see
how her volleys go. She is a big girl
and has a lot of range so maybe I will
keep the ball close inside.�

Pilkington played well and worked
her strategy; however, Zawacki
proved to be proficient in every as-
pect of her game and won, 6-1, 6-1.

The Raider girls exceeded their
expectations. �Everybody placed ex-
actly where they were seeded except
at second doubles who were not seeded
at all. And, they came in eighth,�
explained Raider Head Coach Sue
Allen. �I�m very pleased!�

Blue Devil senior Maggie Wei at
third singles and first doubles part-
ners Jen Phillips and Erin Corbett
finished third in their respective
classes. Wei, seeded third, stopped
fourth-seeded Camile Alston of
Plainfield, 6-1, 6-3, while Phillips
and Corbett, also seeded third, de-
feated fourth-seeded Suzi Gottdenker
and Rachel Rosenthal of Kent Place.

�We knew the strength of Oak Knoll
and Summit, but we did not want to
give in to them,� said Blue Devil

LAVERY, CHURCH GET 2 1ST�S EACH

Raider Gymnasts Spin
Brearley Bears, 98.6-52.1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomores Jackie Lavery and
Lindsay Church each captured two
first places to breeze the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School gym-
nastics team past the Brearley Bears,

98.6-52.1 in Scotch Plains on Sep-
tember 30. The Raider girls swept
the top three places in every event.

�We still have not entered a meet
with our full team yet,� said Raider
Head Coach Tammy Delrosario. �We
have been working with our depth. I
wanted to see how they score and
prepare for the future. Friday night
(Bear Classic in Kenilworth) will be
our top team.�

Lavery flew through the air, per-
forming a handspring with a full
twisting dismount to place first in the
vaulting with an 8.7. She combined
her amazing strength and flexibility
while performing various handstand

positions then exploded with a back
flip to win the balance beam event
with an 8.5. Lavery also placed sec-
ond on the uneven bars with an 8.2.

Lindsay Church, as with all three
top place winners on the uneven bars,
performed gracious giant swings to

win the event with a mark of 8.6.
Church also won the floor exercise
with an 8.6 and placed third in the
vault with an 8.3.

Junior Rachel Eannucci placed
second in the vault at 8.4 and on the
beam at 7.75 and tied for second with
senior Co-Captain Diana Filo in the
floor with a mark of 8.15. Filo also
finished third on the beam with a 7.7.

Sophomore Megan Grabel did a
superb job on the unevens, perform-
ing a giant swing to place third at 8.0.
She also placed third in the floor
exercises with an 8.0.

�I was pleased with our girls� depth
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Head Coach Ed Tirone. �Realisti-
cally, we placed where we thought
although Katie might have done bet-
ter had she not gotten such a bad seed
(Richards had to face the second-
seeded player in the first round).�

Blue Devil second doubles partners
Leanna Kong and Emily Sharpe were
edged for third by Ashley Lane and
Liz Perry of Kent Place, 7-5, 6-3.

�Our bottom three are our stron-
gest groups,� commented Tirone.
�Except for Wei, this is their first
time in competition. It was a good
experience for them. This should help
them come tournament time.�

TOP 10 TEAMS:
1. Oak Knoll (OK) 92, 2. Summit

(S) 84, 3. Westfield (W) 37, 4. Kent
Place (KP) 36, 5. Governor
Livingston (GL) 34, 6. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) 26, 7. Plainfield (P)
11, 8. Roselle Park (RP) 7, 9. Union
Catholic (UC) 6, 10. Union (U), Lin-
den (L) 5

Other School Initials: New Provi-
dence (NP), Cranford (C), Rahway
(Ra), Johnson (ALJ)

FIRST ROUND:
First Singles: Carolyn Pilkington (SPF)
d. Katie Richards (W), 6-0, 6-0
Gina Turturiello (GL) d. Megan Bauer
(Ra), 6-2, 6-0
Allison Johnson (S) d. Angela Wiggs
(UC), 6-1, 6-4
Second Singles: Brittany Miller (W) d.
Huma Safdar (RP), 6-4, 6-2
Cara Bristol (SPF) d. Lisa Ragucci (U),
6-2, 6-2
Jen Calabrese (GL) d. Robyn Eisert (C),

6-1, 6-0
Rashida Crawford (UC) d. Christi
Olandria (Ra), 6-0, 6-1
Third Singles: Maggie Wei (W) d. Nicole
Bufanio (U), 6-2, 6-0
Dana Boyer (UC) d. Jana Helecka (C), 4-
6, 6-4, 6-2
Kristen Turturiello (GL) d. Maureen
Monagle (ALJ), 1-6, 7-5, 6-1
Camile Alston (P) d. Gail Hannigan
(SPF), 7-6 (7-4), 7-6 (7-2)
First Doubles: Elizabeth Pilkington and
Amy Ryan (SPF) d. Jennifer Zatwarnicki
and Nicole Signorella (ALJ), 6-1, 6-0
Jen Phillips and Erin Corbett (W) d.
Marzena Kotlewska and Susan
Schendelman (L), 6-1, 6-0
Yvonne Chen and Jessica Bong (GL) d.
Jedlyn Tordecilla and Courtney Moore
(MS), 6-1, 6-0
Second Doubles: Caitlin Mahony and
Danielle Fallon (SPF) d. Tami Colangelo
and Kim Koza (UC), 6-0, 6-1
Leanna Kong and Emily Sharpe (W) d.
Melissa Hunt and Denise Ziobro (MS),
6-0, 6-1
Lindsey Croud and Chrissy Souder (GL)
d. Daniela Baloghova and Sylwia
Chowanicz (L), 6-0, 6-2.

QUARTERFINALS:
First Singles: Turturiello (GL) d. Mel-
issa Chang (KP), 6-1, 6-3
Pilkington (SPF) d. Carlene Young (P),
6-0, 6-1
Second Singles: Leigh Slonaker (OK) d.
Crawford (UC), 6-2, 6-2
Jessie West (KP) d. Miller (W), 6-0, 6-1
Erin Arnold (S) d. Bristol (SPF), 6-0, 6-2
Third Singles: Jessica Arnold (S) d. K.
Turturiello (GL), 6-3, 6-1
Wei (W) d. Courtney Meehan (KP), 6-1, 6-2
Gaby Lega (OK) d. Boyer (UC), 6-0, 6-2
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN THE HEAT OF ACTION�Blue Devil Erin Corbett makes a wicked smash
during the quarterfinal round at first doubles match. Corbett and partner Jen
Phillips placed third in the Union County Tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY FOR THE RETURN�Raider Carolyn Pilkington positions herself to
return the serve of Tory Zawacki during her title match at first singles at the
Union County Tennis Tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRENGTH AND FLEXIBILITY�Raider Jackie Lavery performs a very
difficult handstand on the 4� wide balance beam. The Raiders defeated Brearley
98.6-51.2 on September 30.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLAWING HIS WAY TO A TD�Raider Nathan Jones stretches and claws his way
to a touchdown against the Blue Devils. No one could keep up with the �Jones� as he
rushed for 318 yards, made a 43-yard pass reception and amassed five touchdowns.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

�BIG MAC� ABOUT TO GET THE FIELD GOAL�Blue Devil junior Ryan MacDonald draws first blood when he kicks
a field goal in the first quarter against the Raiders at Perry Tyson Field in Scotch Plains on October 2.


