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Cranford Dramatic Club

will continue its production of
Forever Plaid on October 15,
16, 22 and 23. All performances
will be held at 8 p.m. Tickets are
$15 or $14 for senior citizens.
For more information, please
call (908) 276-7611.

Metro Rhythm Chorus will
present Smokin’ Jo’s Cafe at
Union Catholic High School in
Scotch Plains on Saturday, Oc-
tober 30, at 8 p.m. Tickets are
$12. For more information,
please call (908) 638-6661.

Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec
(1864-1901)

ARTIST OF THE WEEKARTIST OF THE WEEKARTIST OF THE WEEKARTIST OF THE WEEKARTIST OF THE WEEK

“Portrait of Mme. Honorine”
by Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec.

The Crossroads in
Garwood will welcome Bad
Attitude this evening; Hudson
River Rats on Friday, October
15, Watchdog Blues Band on
Saturday, October 16, and
Shady Groove on Thursday,
October 21. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 232-5666.

The Colonial Symphony
will host a concert of classical
music on October 16 at the
Community Theatre, 100 South
Street, Morristown. For more
information, please call (908)
766-7555 or visit
www.colonialsymphony.org.

Waterloo Village in Stanhope
will host its Fall Foilage Art & Fine
Craft Show on October 16 and 17,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more
information, please call (973) 347-
0900.

Top Notch Crafts and Fine
Arts Sale at Piscataway will be
held from October 15 to 17 at the
Piscataway Embassy Suites Hotel.
For more information, please call
(908) 362-5006 or visit
www.festivalnet.com/topnotch.

The 16th Annual Apple Festi-
val will be held from October 16 to
17 in downtown Chester Village.
For more information, please visit
www.chesternj.org.

The Town Book Store in
Westfield will welcome Linda
Fairstein, author of “Cold Hit”
on October 16 from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. and Glenn Scherer, au-
thor of “Nature Walks in New
Jersey” on October 16 from 1
to 3 p.m. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 233-3535.

DanceDanceDanceDanceDance
A Liturgical Dance Work-

shop will be held on Sunday,
October 17, at the First Congre-
gational Church in Westfield. The
event, which will be sponsored
by the Women’s Spirituality
Group, is free to the public. For
reservations or more informa-
tion, please call (908) 233-9697.

Function Ten, Inc. will present
“Spirits Speak: Rumors and Stories
of New Jersey,” an original drama
with music on October 15 at 8
p.m., October 16 at 3 and 8 p.m.,
and October 17 at 3 and 8 p.m. at
The Theatre at St. Paul’s on Gal-
loping Hill Road and Park Avenue
on the border of Elizabeth and
Roselle Park. Tickets are $9. For
more information and reserva-
tions, please call (908) 317-9296.

Short in stature, Henri de
Toulouse-Lautrec was definitely
not short in ability to depict the
world around him with bright,
impressive sketches.

Throughout his childhood,
Toulouse-Lautrec battled poor
health and upon breaking each of
his legs at separate times, his
growth was forever stunted. At 10
years old, this artist took life’s
misfortunes, picked up drawing
pencils and paintbrushes and
found the beauty in life by devot-
ing his life to art.

For Toulouse-Lautrec, no sub-
ject matter was off-limits. He de-
picted the lives and movements of
prostitutes, coupled with activity
at dance halls, nightclubs and race-
tracks.

While partying with the locals at
a nightclub table, Toulouse-Lautrec
sketched the world around him.
Those small thumbnail creations
were later transformed into life-
like works of art in his studio the
very next morning.

Unfortunately, the celebrating
became too much of an addiction.
The artist began to drink heavily,
causing the deterioration of his
health. Sent to a sanatorium and
later in his mother’s care,
Toulouse-Lautrec remained mag-
netized to a life of drinking until
his death on September 9, 1901.
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A Review of Local Concerts

Richard Nanes

Zina Schiff

David Palladino’s

NOSTALGIA AND HUMOR…Forever Plaid, a humorous, tuneful and nos-
talgic look at the 1950s, will continue on Fridays and Saturdays, October
15, 16, 22 and 23. All performances will be held at 8 p.m. at the Cranford
Dramatic Club. Tickets are $15 or $14 for senior citizens. For more
information, please call (908) 276-7611. Pictured, left to right, are: Bob
Byrnes, Roger Hayden, Rich Brown and Chris Bentivenga. The quartet will
perform popular 50s songs such as “Love Is a Many Splendored Thing,”
and “Three Coins in a Fountain.” Please see story on Page 21.
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By DAVID PALLADINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) under
the direction of David Wroe, held
their first concert of the season this
past Saturday night at the historic
Union County Arts Center in
Rahway.

This opening concert was extra
special on several levels. The or-
chestra high-
lighted a tal-
ented local art-
ist who also
happens to be
the WSO Com-
poser in Resi-
dence, Richard
Nanes of
Livingston.

His Rhapsody
for Violin along
with its fore-
most inter-
preter, violin
soloist Zina
Schif f , the
protégée of the late Jasha Heifetz,
were received with great enthusi-
asm from the audience. The or-
chestra also performed for the
first time with their latest addi-
tion; a brand new acoustic shell,
which has greatly enhanced the
sound projection of the orchestra.

Repertoire selection for the
evening was well chosen, acces-
sible music. Maestro Wroe opened
with the Rodeo, Dance Episodes for
Orchestra by Aaron Copeland.

The second and third pieces were
the Rhapsody for Violin and the
Zigeunerweisen (Gypsy Airs) by
Pablo de Sarasate, both of which
featured Ms. Schiff on violin.

The finale of the evening was the
orchestral powerhouse, Symphony
No. 4 by Tchaikovsky.

It is immediately apparent that
Maestro Wroe is something special:
a significant attribute to the orches-
tra. His talent, energy, and enthusi-
asm for the music combined with
his gracious personality should, and
will no doubt, propel him and the
WSO to greater notoriety.

Excited about the improvements
in sound, the Maestro noted before
the concert that while “the acous-
tics of the hall are good, tonight will
be the first night that we use the
new shell.”

The shell was in fact provided for
by magnanimous contributions to
the orchestra by devoted patrons,
the Union County Arts Center, and
from the support of the mayor of
Rahway.

Maestro Wroe further hopes that
“the shell will encourage other pro-
fessional and amateur ensembles to
use the facility.”

The WSO is indeed a fine, dedi-
cated ensemble. The opening piece
by Copeland, Rodeo, was well
handled. The Englishman Wroe did
a good job of musically communi-
cating the feel of the American Wild
West.

The intricate tempos highlighted
throughout the piece were accurate
and lively. Excellent use of rubato
in the second movement. Pitch and
tone held up well throughout the
entire piece – of special note were
the well performed oboe solos by
principal Richard Foley; both in
tone and phrasing.

Overall, orchestral releases were
particularly well done - phrases
held out properly; a tendency which
some ensembles never quite mas-
ter.

Composer Richard Nanes in his
Rhapsody for Violin, has written a
piece to be reckoned with. His
Rhapsody, which in actuality is a
genre which has origins in folk
music, can be described as a He-
braic Lament. The chosen key was
that of C Minor, the most somber of
the musical keys.

The strength of the piece lays in
its simple in nature. It is clear that
Nanes recognizes that the most
beautiful of things draw their beauty
from sheer simplicity. Without
encumberment, the plaintive
melody of the violinist soars above
moving chords played in the brass
section, which draw the listener

constantly forward.
Complementing those lines are

fluid arpeggios in the string section,
which add to the sense of constant
motion. The work includes a fabu-
lous virtuostic cadenza, which Ms.
Schiff interpreted with emotion. Her
warm tone and accuracy of pitch
were of particular note.

Soloist Schiff went on to display
even further feats of virtuosity in
the Zigeunerweisen. The violin

showpiece combines the spirit
of the gypsy with tempos vary-
ing from slow to that of dazzling
speed. The few fingering infe-

licities in the
fast move-
ment could
easily be
overlooked
in the over-
all perfor-
m a n c e ,
which was
both excit-
ing and com-
pelling.

The or-
c h e s t r a
pulled out all
the stops for
t h e
Tchaikovsky
4. The first

movement’s opening “fate” state-
ment by the horns was just bang on!
Kudos to a great horn section. Here,
again, we can also credit the con-
ductor. He very correctly allowed
his brass section to play out at the
appropriate times.

Trombones had an especially nice
blend along with excellent volume.
Having the trumpets pour it on a bit
more, especially for fff, would not
have been a bad thing. In fact, they
held back, either on their own vo-
lition or by a deliberate “halt order.”

One must go all the way with this
Tchaikovsky in particular: catharsis
through music, from Russia with
love – his suppression screams out,
so we must also scream. Some sound
was lost from tuba player due to
placement and heavy curtains –
sound is trapped backstage.

More expressiveness/rubato was
needed on Tchaikovsky’s “evoca-
tive” or “memory” motif in first
movement. It was a bit on the
mechanical side.

These few liabilities were not the
norm however. Maestro Wroe’s in-
terpretation was masterful and
showed a great appreciation and
understanding of the music.

Sound in hall is apparently better
with the shell. The new shell has
given us a taste of what the orches-
tra can really sound like. It could be
further improved with some sort of
hanging deflective “cloud” placed
over the orchestra to better project
the sound of the string section.

Especially hard-hit are the middle
and upper string sections as well as
most of the woodwind section. Per-
haps this can be the next crusade.

To have music of this caliber and
an ensemble the level of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra does
our area a great honor. With such
easy accessibility to the northern
New Jersey metropolitan area, I can
only recommend that every man,
woman and child come to the next
concert of the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra.

This opportunity will be available
on Saturday, November 20, at 8
p.m. at the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. The WSO will present
“Fire and Ice” with Hai-Ye Ni on
cello, Three Orchestral Tangos by
Piazzolla, Cello Concerto by Dvorak
and Symphony No. 3 by Sibelius.
For ticket information, please call
(908) 232-9400.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH  – “Oh, those good
old days!” Sometimes we wonder what
it might have been like to churn our
own butter, maintain our own farm-
house and chicken coops or stir a
hearty stew in an old-fashioned kettle.

“Four Centuries in a Weekend,” an

adventure which is chock-full of Union
County history, will offer this step back
into yesteryear on Saturday and Sun-
day, October 23-24.

Sponsored by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders, Department of
Economic Development Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, the Cultural &
Heritage Programs Advisory Board and
funded in part by state commissions, the
weekend promises tours of 22 historic
house museums, buildings and sites.

Visitors may obtain booklets with
detailed tour information before driv-
ing to the sites which will be featured

throughout the weekend.
Among these historic structures

preparing tours during “Four Cen-
turies in a Weekend” are the Dea-
con Andrew Hetfield House in
Mountainside, the Osborn Cannon-
ball House in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, The Reeves-Reed Arbo-
retum in Summit and the Miller-
Cory House Museum in Westfield.

Deacon Andrew Hetfield House
Constructed by Deacon Andrew

Hetfield circa 1760, a simple colonial
farmhouse in 1830, and later trans-
formed into a center hall Georgian
residence, the Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House at Constitution Plaza offers a
recreated colonial kitchen, Victorian
parlor furnished with antiques and 19th
century Victorian era bay window.

This historic structure was also known
as the “Dutch Oven House” and was
relocated twice to shield it from the
widening of Route 22. Used as a tea room
and antique shop, the house was once
occupied by author MacKinlay Kantor.

Demolition endangered the Andrew
Hetfield House in 1985, but when this
effort was defeated by protesters, the
House was moved to another portion
of the original Hetfield property.

Osborn Cannonball House
Formal gardens and varied exhibits

of period clothing are always on tap at

the Osborn Cannonball House which
is situated on Front Street in the center
of Scotch Plains. This white clapboard
house features brick walks, an arbor
and formal gardens reminiscent of
Colonial Williamsburg, Va.

Erected in the 1700s by Jonathan
and Abigail Osborn, the house derived
its name from the cannonball which
thrashed the house during a Revolu-
tionary War battle.

The Reeves-Reed Arboretum

A woodland wonderland of wind-
ing trails and rare flora and fauna await
the visitor of The Reeves-Reed Arbore-
tum on Summit’s Hobart Avenue.

Originally named “The Clearing,”
the arboretum was built as a Colonial
Revival house in 1889 by John H.
Wisner. The property was expanded
to include formal and natural gardens
when it was purchased by the Richard
Reeves family in 1918.

Miller-Cory House Museum
The voices of by-gone days cry out

over the busy traffic on Mountain
Avenue as the spirit of Miller-Cory
House Museum is alive and well.

Laced with outbuildings and herb and
kitchen gardens, the Museum was built
circa 1740. Colonial demonstrations,
docent tours and festivals are continu-
ously scheduled by the Miller-Cory House
Association which strives to preserve the
museum’s historic flavor.

More History
Other sites which will be spotlighted

throughout the weekend include: The
Deserted Village of Feltville-Glenside
Park and the Littell-Lord Farmstead, both
of Berkeley Heights; Dr. William Robinson
Plantation-Museum of Clark; Cranes-
Philips House Museum of Cranford;
Belcher-Ogden Mansion and Boxwood
Hall State Historic Site, both of Elizabeth;
Evergreen Cemetery and Woodruff
House/Eaton Store Museum, both of
Hillside; The Salt Box Museum of New
Providence; Drake House Museum of
Plainfield; Merchants and Drovers Tav-
ern of Rahway; Abraham Clark House of
Roselle; Roselle Park Museum of Roselle
Park; The Cannon Ball House of Spring-
field; Carter House and Twin Maples,
both of Summit and Caldwell Parsonage
and Liberty Hall Museum, both of Union.

For a detailed booklet and schedule
of events, please call (908) 558-2550.
For specific tour information on the
houses featured in this article, please
call the Deacon Andrew Hetfield House,
please call (908) 232-1552; the Osborn
Cannonball House at (908) 322-6700
on weekdays or (908) 232-1199 on
weekends; The Reeves-Reed Arbore-
tum at (908) 273-8787 or the Miller-Cory
House Museum at (908) 232-1776.

Fanwood Recreation
Sets Ceramics Program

FANWOOD — Fanwood Rec-
reation will sponsor a ceramics
class in Forest Road Park for adults
on Tuesday or Thursday evenings.

Classes will begin on Tuesday,
October 19, from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

Registration will begin on Octo-
ber 19.

Marion Yotcoski will be in charge
of the ceramics program.

For more information, please
call Ms. Yotcoski at (908) 322-4219.
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FANWOOD — The Fanwood Cul-
tural Arts Committee recently an-
nounced the winners of its first
Fanny Wood Poetry Competition,
held in conjunction with Fanwood’s
annual Fanny Wood Day on Sep-
tember 26.

According to Adele Kenny, Cul-
tural Arts Director for the Borough,
“Over 120 entries were submitted
by poets from towns throughout
Union County, and it was very af-
firming of our committee’s efforts to
receive such an overwhelmingly
positive response.”

Certificates were presented to award
winners on Fanny Wood in the new
Millennium Clock Plaza following the
dedication and unveiling of the Mil-
lennium Clock by Fanwood Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly.

The first prize winner was Deborah
LaVeglia of Cranford, for her poem
“My Mother’s Face,” based on a
theme of grief and regret, character-
ized by spare language, controlled
verse, and striking, powerful im-
ages.

Second place went to Stuart
Leonard of Westfield for his poem,
“Late Train to Newark.” A third place
tie was awarded to Robert Selig of
Westfield for his poem “San
Gimignano” and to Erin O’Brien of
Westfield for her poem “The Red-
bud Tree.”

Honorable mentions were
awarded to John McDermott of
Cranford for “A Poem About Nor-
mal Things” and to Grace Lerant of
Kenilworth for “When Summer Was
Summer.”

A special Judges’ Choice Award
was presented to Barbara
Swindlehurst of Fanwood for her
nostalgic prose poem entitled “Who
is Fanny Wood?”

Judges for the competition were
Tom Plante and Alex Pinto.

Award recipients will be invited
to read their winning poems at
future Carriage House Poetry Read-
ings, which are part of the Cultural
Arts Committee’s comprehensive
program and are directed and hosted
by Ms. Kenny.

NEW JERSEY�S OLDEST
COMMUNITY THEATER

Book by Staurt Ross • Arrangements by James Raitt

“A hilarious, happy and
              harmonious tribute

   to the best of the 1950’s”

Free, lighted, on-site parking

Call Box Office (908) 276-7611
Reserved Seating $15

Now accepting Mastercard and Visa

Fridays, October 15 & 22
Saturdays, October 16 & 23

Curtain 8pm
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The Town Book Store

908 233-3535 • Open 7 Days
255 East Broad Street • Westfield, New Jersey

Author�s Book Signing
Saturday, October 16th

11am � 1pm

Linda Fairstein

CAN’T ATTEND
IN PERSON?

Reserve Your
Very Own

Signed Copy
Today!!

will be on-hand to autograph her latest book

Cold Hit


