
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, October 14, 1999 Page 3

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK
speed@westfieldnj.com 908-654-4100 (24 hrs)

http://whttp://whttp://whttp://whttp://westfestfestfestfestfieldnj.comieldnj.comieldnj.comieldnj.comieldnj.com

• No More Dialing • Internet Using TV Cable
• No More Busy Signals • Instantaneous Connection
• No More Phone Lines • 3 E-Mail Addresses
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SINCE

1956
� Vacuums
� Central Vacuum Systems
� Sewing Machines
� Outdoor Power Equipment
� Janitorial Supplies
� Air and Water Purification Equipment

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER STREET � WESTFIELD

908�232�5723
Closed Wed. and Sun

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
RESIDENTIAL  OR COMMERCIAL

Your Environmental Headquarters

www.etpetersen.com

Model
EB5000
Shown

No Electricity. No Problem

NONONONONOTICE:TICE:TICE:TICE:TICE: Industry-wide problems
with generator availability.

ACT NOW to ensure ownership.

• 5000 watts 120/240V  power
• Honda 11hp OHV engine
• G.F.C.I. protected
• Wheel and Hanger Kit standard
• Models from 650 to 12,000 watts

For optimum performance and safety, we recommend you
read the Owner's Manual before operating your Honda
Power Equipment. Connection of generators to house
power requires transfer device to avoid possible injury to
power company personnel. Consult a qualified electrician.

42B S. Martine Avenue, Fanwood (908) 322-6773

Discounters of Fine Jewelry � Design and Repair

Fara Freundlich Tuesday thru Saturday 10-5 � Thursdays 10-7

Let Us Do Something for You!

SP-F Bd. of Ed. Considers
Teaching World Languages

In Third Grade by 2000
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During the
October 7 meeting of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion, World Languages Supervisor
Helga Thomas unveiled an ambi-
tious plan to introduce world lan-
guages at the elementary level in the
district.

To properly prepare students for
the state’s mandated foreign lan-
guage testing of fourth graders in
2001-2002, local schools must be-
gin teaching foreign language to
third graders beginning September
2000. At the elementary level, only
students’ spoken language profi-
ciency will be tested.

If the board approves Ms. Tho-
mas’ proposal, it would mean offer-
ing a different language at each of
the district’s five elementary schools.
These would include French, Ger-
man, Italian, Spanish, and, possi-
bly, Chinese.

“No one is doing this in other
districts in New Jersey,” acknowl-
edged Ms. Thomas. “We could be
the model district. Variety in the
elementary program gives students
a balanced beginning, but still al-
lows for a child to make the switch
(to another language) in middle
school.”

Today, students in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood schools explore a different
language — French, German, Ital-
ian and Spanish — each marking
period during sixth grade, then se-
lect one language to concentrate on
in seventh grade.

In her presentation, Ms. Thomas
called attention to the already high
numbers of Spanish-speaking indi-
viduals in today’s job market, and
said more companies are advertis-
ing for individuals fluent in French,
Spanish, German, Chinese, Japa-
nese and Arabic.

Furthermore, the world language
proposal offers a way to preserve the
highly-regarded, four-language pro-
gram at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School while affording the dis-
trict some flexibility in hiring addi-
tional foreign language specialists
who are in short supply across the
state.

“We’re looking at finding five ad-
ditional teachers for September,”
said Ms. Thomas.

She explained how introduction
of Chinese could pose problems as
the language program evolves. The
district might not be able to find
enough teachers to teach Chinese in
the middle and high schools be-
cause of the scarcity of teachers with
that expertise.

“We would only offer Chinese if
we can provide solid continuity,”
said Ms. Thomas. The alternate rec-
ommendation is to introduce Span-

ish at two elementary schools.
Ms. Thomas tried to allay board

concerns about children being locked
into a specific language if just one
language is offered per elementary
school.

“If a student learns Language A,
then wishes to switch to B in middle
school, they will learn the second
(language) more quickly because the
channels were opened up,” she said.

The board will revisit the elemen-
tary world languages proposal dur-
ing the Thursday, October 21 busi-
ness meeting.

In other business, the board agreed
to reconsider the date on which it
will hear from the Thomas Group of
Princeton the results of the
consultant’s feasibility study of dis-
trict facilities.

Originally scheduled for Monday,
October 18, the public presentation
of the report was pushed back to the
Tuesday, November 9, agenda meet-
ing.

However, Board Vice President
Dr. Donald E. Sheldon and board
members August Ruggiero and Jean
McAllister recommended a sepa-
rate special meeting be scheduled
for the report as originally planned.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol B. Choye announced enroll-
ment in district schools reached
4,512 as of October 7, an increase of
160 students over the prior year. She
noted the number of students in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools has
risen by more than 700 over the past
six years.

Among the board priority items
for the evening was Assistant Su-
perintendent for Instruction Dr. John
R. Crews’ introduction of a restruc-
tured curriculum for the fifth and
sixth grade.

The Intermediate Program for
Grades Five and Six that, he said,
would “improve learning opportu-
nities” for all students.

The proposal calls for the follow-
ing:

Increase in daily instructional
time for mastery of core content
areas (language arts, reading, social
studies, world language, mathemat-
ics, science, fine arts and physical
education) using block scheduling.

Implementation of an Enriched
and Extended Curricular Experi-
ence for all Learners (EXCEL) which
would offer students learning op-
portunities in multi-media commu-
nications, information literacy, tech-
nology education and fine/perform-
ing arts.

Student training in the Autono-
mous Learner Model, which is de-
signed to increase students’ oppor-
tunities to develop skills as lifelong
learners and help them to build and
refine their special gifts and talents.

Full inclusion of academically

at-risk and special education stu-
dents in the instructional day (i.e.
students would not be pulled out of
class for resource-room support ser-
vices).

The proposal comes on the eve of
major board decisions regarding fa-
cilities and student enrollment which
could see significant reconfiguration
of district schools.

While the assistant superinten-
dent believes the proposed fifth and
sixth-grade program could be en-
acted regardless of grade configura-
tion, successful implementation “is
contingent upon a technology-en-
riched environment at each and ev-
ery school site.”

In August, Dr. Crews acknowl-
edged the district is lagging behind
in establishing a technological in-
frastructure for the schools.

Furthermore, conceded Dr. Crews,
“There’s a lot of this we’ll have to
negotiate,” referring to the
proposal’s impact on the district’s
contract with the teacher’s union,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Educa-
tion Association.

Potential areas of concern include
teacher preparation time and train-
ing and staff development.

In the interests of time, Board
President Theresa Larkin asked her
colleagues to submit their questions
on the proposal to Dr. Crews in
writing. Answers will be provided
at the Thursday, October 21, meet-
ing where discussion will continue.

“We need some sense of what it
will cost,” said Mrs. Larkin, “even a
ballpark figure. The professional
development alone looks massive.”

In addition, Dr. Crews announced
the administration will field ques-
tions about Scotch Plains-Fanwood
students’ scores on the fourth-grade
Elementary School Proficiency As-
sessment (ESPA) and Grade Eight
Proficiency Assessment (GEPA) at
its October 21 meeting.

While New Jersey students in gen-
eral performed fairly well on the
GEPA, scores on the ESPA raised
some eyebrows, with only 41 per-
cent of all students demonstrating
proficiency in Language Arts, and
60 percent of students demonstrat-
ing proficiency in Math. Fifty-two
percent tested proficient on the Sci-
ence portion of the test.

Individual scores will be mailed
home to students by the state on
Friday, October 15. At the Tuesday,
November 9, board meeting, Don
Williams, the district’s Director of
Information Services, will present
an analysis of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood scores to the public.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An ordinance appropriating
$133,000 from the Capital Improve-
ment Fund to improve portions of
Mill Lane and Lawrence Avenue was
passed on second reading at Tuesday’s
Mountainside Borough Council
meeting. The ordinance was intro-
duced in September.

Officials noted that this money will
be returned to the borough once a
State Department of Transportation
grant that was awarded to
Mountainside for repair work be-
comes available.

Also approved on second reading
was an ordinance dealing with pur-
chase of new 2000 compatible com-
puter equipment for the Mountainside
Police Department.

According to Acting Borough
Administrator and Police Chief James
Debbie, the $60,000 cost of these

systems will be taken out of the Capi-
tal Improvement Fund, but will be
replaced once the borough receives
its $169,000 from the department’s
Confiscation Fund.

This money awarded to the bor-
ough comes from a drug arrest three
years ago conducted in conjunction
with the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration.

Chief Debbie stated that because
the case was recently heard, moneys
would be awarded and would then go
back into the Capital Improvement
Fund, calling the appropriation a
Bond Anticipation Note.

In other business, the council
unanimously decided that it would
like to put together an ordinance
regarding a proposal to merge the
borough’s Planning Board and Board
of Adjustment.

Councilman Paul Mirabelli, who
serves as governing body Liaison to

the Planning Board, announced that
he, along with Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti and Borough Attorney John
Post, recently met with Planning
Board President John Tomain, and
Board of Adjustment President Fred
Picut, to discuss the proposed merger.

During the council meeting, Mr.
Post noted that in order for the boards
to merge, each representative from
the two boards must resign their po-
sitions, thus giving the Mayor the job
of reappointing board members.

During past council meetings, the
Mayor and council representatives
noted that because Mountainside was
a smaller municipality with a major-
ity of their land fully developed, it did
not need two separate boards.

Mayor Viglianti has also observed
that the Borough of Kenilworth,
which is similar in size to
Mountainside, had merged its two
boards.

Mountainside BOE Examines
Budget Issues and Enrollment

By SONIA V. OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Members of the Mountainside
Board of Education addressed a var-
ied agenda Tuesday night as they dis-
cussed what’s important to their dis-
trict and their children’s future.

Dr. Gerard A. Schaller, Chief
School Administrator, commented on
a report which outlined a couple of
budget guidelines for 2000-2001.

These guidelines included produc-
ing a fiscally sound budget; support-
ing increased enrollment based on a
demographic study currently being re-
searched by Whitehall Associates Inc.
of Kinnelon; continuing funding for
books and in-service workshops; in-
vestigation of food services if neces-
sary and revamping teachers’ forms
to facilitate gathering information on
students.

Whitehall is helping the district to
better utilize its classroom space and
facilities based on research of where
enrollment has increased at Deerfield
School. The firm is looking at avail-
able space at Deerfield as well as at
the former Beechwood School, which
is currently being leased to the Mor-
ris-Union Jointure Commission and
the Union County Education Services

Commission, according to Dr.
Schaller.

Information from as far back as the
1930s can help to determine how the
Mountainside school’s pattern of en-
rollment for each school year has in-
creased or decreased.

Ending last June, enrollment for
Deerfield School was 574. Beginning
in September, there were 615 stu-
dents, with approximately 21 to 23
students in each classroom.

The results of the demographic
study will be used to improve space
utilization for teachers in their class-
rooms, according to Dr. Schaller.

In other business, on Tuesday, No-
vember 9, there will be further dis-
cussion regarding IOWA, Grade Eight
Proficiency Assessment and Elemen-
tary School Proficiency Assessment
tests. The discussion will be presented
by Barbara Komoroski and the Guid-
ance Department.

Concerns regarding state standard-
ized testing remain under discussion
by board members, who continue to
feel that turn around for test scores is
too slow and that test contents don’t
give a clear enough picture of the
individual student’s strength’s and
weaknesses.

“Too much instructional time is
taken away from the school in order to
prepare students for IOWA testing.
It’s so distressing when we put so
much time into our curriculum,” Board
President, Patricia Taeschler said.

The board will hold its next meet-
ing on Monday, October 25, rather
than Tuesday because Open House
Night is scheduled for October 26 at
Deerfield School. The Board of Edu-
cation meets at 7:30 p.m. in the
Deerfield Media Center.

Freeholders Unveil
New County Signs

ELIZABETH — Union County Free-
holder Vice Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan
and Freeholder Linda d. Stender have
unveiled the county’s comprehensive
signage program which will place 50 to
60 colorful signs welcoming people to
Union County along major roadways in
the County and 80 to 90 park entrance
signs throughout the county’s park sys-
tem.

The signs are being produced and
erected by the county’s Division of Pub-
lic Works to minimize costs. It is antici-
pated that the program will cost under
$100,000.

www.goleader.com

Mountainside Council Approves
Work on Lawrence Ave., Mill Lane


