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Westfield Library
To Open on Sundays
Beginning This Week

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - For the first time,
the Westfield Memorial Library will
be open Sunday, beginning Septem-
ber 26, from 1 to 5 p.m. The library
will operate with a separate, but full
Sunday staff, said Barbara Thiele,
Library Director.

Westfield joins Berkeley Heights,
Plainfield and Springfield in Union
County with libraries that are open
on Sundays.

Last March, the Westfield Town
Council allocated the Westfield Me-
morial Library $14,000 to open the
facility on Sundays through the end
of 1999.

But Mrs. Thiele said she has �ev-
ery expectation� that the library will
receive additional funding to keep
the facility open Sundays after the
first of the year as well. The library
board will be preparing budget pro-
posals this fall to present to the coun-
cil for the coming year.

The Library Director has sched-
uled Sunday openings September 26
through May 21 with the exception
of Christmas weekend, New Year�s
weekend and Easter Sunday.

Mrs. Thiele said the Sunday open-
ings are the culmination of a lot of
work by the library staff, Friends of
the Library � a nonprofit group that
supports the library � and the com-

munity who worked for the expanded
weekend hours.

�The people in Westfield made it
clear (that the library should be open
on Sundays,)� she commented. �The
Town Council recognized it was a
priority.�

In an effort to have Sunday hours
for the library, the council agreed to
approve the full $1,285,417 budget
allocation last March as requested by
the library�s Board of Trustees, as
well as an additional $14,000 to fund
the openings through 1999. This was
despite some initial reluctance of
some council members.

The library board proposed to the
council that it appropriate the
$14,000, at a cost of about $1,100 per
Sunday. The Friends of the Library
also waged a post card campaign
encouraging approval of the full al-
location and funds for Sunday hours.

The library first did an experi-
ment four years ago during the month
of March to determine how people
felt about opening the facility on
Sunday.

At that time, the use was high with
parents - especially fathers who are
unable to get to the library during the
week with their children � senior
citizens and students, Mrs. Thiele
said. She said she expects a similar
usage with Sunday hours beginning
on September 26.

Diabetes Walk Sponsored
By the Komondy Family

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD � Michael
Komondy, owner of the Elm Street
Dunkin� Donuts in Westfield, and
two Dunkin� Donuts in Cranford
knows all about the complications
that people with diabetes are prone to
suffer.

His father, Don Komondy was di-
agnosed with the disease when he
was in his 20s and eventually passed
away in 1993, at the age of 62, from
complications caused by the disease.

On top of this he discovered that
his 2-year-old son, Donald, who is
named after his grandfather, has the
same Juvenile, Type I diabetes.

�It was a very emotionally difficult
time for my wife Carol, and myself,�
Mr. Komondy said. �But we had a
great deal of support and education
from the American Diabetes Asso-
ciation (A.D.A.), which really helped
us to get through this difficult time.�

The Komondy�s also have a daugh-
ter, Mary Rose.

�We had the benefit of being edu-
cated and getting the best medical
care available. We feel that every-
body should have the same access to
education and the advanced medical
treatment that we had,� Mr. Komondy
said.

So in order to give something back
to the community, Mr. Komondy got
involved in sponsoring the A.D.A.�s
America�s Walk for Diabetes in Union
County. The annual walk is to raise
public awareness about diabetes and
to raise money for research and a
cure.

As a sponsor, Mr. Komondy sup-
plies the walk�s participants with
donuts and coffee from his shop.
There are also many other local spon-
sors. Each sponsor also displays edu-
cational information in their stores
and sign-up sheets for walk partici-
pants.

Through his efforts, Mr. Komondy
has personally raised over $2,500
from private and corporate donations
made through his Dunkin� Donuts
store.

�I�m hoping to increase that
amount to $5,000 before the walk,�
he said.

The Komondy�s also volunteer at
local hospitals giving moral support
to other families who have a child
with diabetes and they are sponsors
of the New Jersey Special Olympics.

�We have been overwhelmed by
the amount of support from our com-

munity and from our employees,�
Mr. Komondy said.

The walk, which begins in
Nomahegan Park, on Sunday, Sep-
tember 26, at 8:30 a.m., is composed
of one 4-mile walk and one 7-mile
walk. The two walks diverge onto
different paths halfway through.

Each year, hundreds of people par-
ticipate in the walk, and through the
efforts of volunteers like Mr.
Komondy, the Union County Walk
has become the biggest diabetes walk
in the state, according to the Union
County Walk Coordinator, Stephen
Caruso.

Other counties will also sponsor
diabetes walks, which take place in
the early fall.

The Union County Walk raised
over $61,000 last year. Mr. Caruso
expects that amount to increase to
$75,000 this year.

Mr. Caruso and his wife, Joanne,
residents of Cranford, became in-
volved with the A.D.A. when he was
diagnosed with diabetes. Mrs. Caruso
has received awards from the A.D.A.
for her volunteer work in organizing
petitions sent to President Bill
Clinton, calling for more research
for a cure.

�The message we want to get out is
that anyone with diabetes can live a
long and normal, full life with the
right care and education,� Mr. Caruso
said.

He volunteers because like Mr.
Komondy, he also wants to give some-
thing back to the community.

The Caruso�s volunteer efforts in-
volve lobbying Congress for more
money towards research and a cure.

�We need Congress to prioritize
funding for research for this dis-
ease,� Mr. Caruso stated.

Nationally, there are 16 million
people diagnosed with diabetes; as of
1996, there were 285,228 diagnosed
cases in New Jersey alone. People
with diabetes suffer from many dia-
betes-related complications, which
include blindness, heart disease,
lower extremity amputations and end-
stage renal disease.

Additionally, in 1996, there were
124,054 diabetes-related hospitaliza-
tions in New Jersey, making diabetes
one of the costliest diseases in the
state.

The cost and the seriousness of the
complications makes diabetes a ma-
jor public health problem, according
to an educational information flyer
distributed by the ADA.

addition to these duties, he said being
a member of the Planning Board and
the Tree Preservation Commission
gives him the opportunity to preserve
the character of the town.

�People from both in-state and out-
of-state want to come to live in
Westfield, which is proof of the suc-
cess of our downtown area, our school
system and our clean, well-main-
tained parks,� said Councilman
Albano.

�As a Planning Board member, I
want to make sure that any housing
additions or new construction are in
keeping with the town�s character.
Part of that character involves beau-
tiful, full-grown trees, which the
Tree Preservation Commission
works hard to maintain and replace,�

he said.
Another goal Mr. Albano has set

for himself as a councilman for the
coming year is to spearhead the effort
to improve local roads throughout
Westfield, but particularly in the Sec-
ond Ward. Last year, Councilman
Albano noted that he was successful
in securing road improvements on
Gallows Hill Road and Woodland
Avenue.

In fact, Gallows Hill was paved
with state funds without costing
Westfield residents additional dol-
lars.

�We recently compiled a list of
roads throughout town that require
repair, and listed them on a priority
basis,� said Councilman Albano. �In
this way, the streets that need repav-
ing, pothole repair and new curbing
the most, will receive timely atten-
tion.�

He also led passage of an ordi-
nance to prohibit the feeding of geese
on town property. The effort was
prompted by the widespread exist-
ence of good droppings in
Mindowaskin Park, which make care-
free walking along the paths an im-
possibility.

�We intend to put signs up to en-
force the ordinance and we expect to
see results,� said Councilman Albano.
�It�s a quality of life issue. The geese
are beautiful birds, but the sheer num-
ber of them were beginning to drive
park visitors away.�

One of the bigger issues facing the
council is solving the parking prob-
lem in the downtown area.

�Clearly, parking is a top issue to
my constitutes,� he said. �While our
consultant undertakes a study of a
potential parking deck downtown,
my colleagues and I on the council
will make it a priority to ensure that
residents get some relief from the
parking shortage in the downtown
area.�

Campaign Forum �99
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people of Westfield expect.
Issues that he plans to address

include keeping the downtown vig-
orous, improving the quality of
Westfield�s parks, and improving
Westfield�s local cable station, TV-
36, so that it serves the needs of the
entire community.

Dr. Quackenbush is an active mem-
ber of the Westfield community. He
has led Tamaques Elementary School
Cub Scout Pack No. 79 for the last six
years and has been an adult leader in
the Westfield Boy Scout Troop No.
72 for the past four years.

He has served as a technical advi-
sor to the Town Council�s cable ac-
cess research committee, as a partici-
pant in the Westfield school system�s
Mini Net Day, and as an elementary
school representative to the Parent
Teacher Council school technology

Mr. Quackenbush Kicks Off
Campaign for Town Council
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committee.
Since moving to Westfield, Dr.

Quackenbush has worked for
AT&T, first at Bell Laboratories in
New Providence, and now at AT&T
Laboratories in Florham Park. He
is a Principal Member of Technical
Staff and works on methods to trans-
mit music over the Internet.

He received a bachelor of science
degree from Princeton University
and master of science and doctorate
degrees from Georgia Institute of
Technology. He is the author of
numerous scholarly books and ar-
ticles, and holds several U.S. Pat-
ents.

A Tamaques Way resident, Dr.
Quackenbush lives with his wife,
Lisa, 15-year old son, Chris, and
11-year-old twins, his daughter
Shanna and son Adric.

Stable Property Taxes,
Parking, Road Repair Top
Concerns for Mr. Albano

Gregory S. McDermott Seeks
Re-election in First Ward

WESTFIELD � Westfield Republi-
can First Ward Councilman Gregory
S. McDermott has announced his cam-
paign kick-off for re-election.

The lifelong Westfield resident is
Vice President of Drew & Rogers, a
New Jersey-based printing firm.

A former Chairman of the Union
County Improvement Authority, Mr.
McDermott currently serves as Chair-

man of the
c o u n c i l � s
Solid Waste
Committee.
He is a mem-
ber of the
Parking and
Transporta-
tion and Pub-
lic Safety
Committees,
and liaison to
both the
Downtown

Westfield Corporation and the
Westfield Board of Education.

Mr. McDermott was also a member
of an ad hoc committee formulated last
year by Mayor Thomas C. Jardim to
develop a plan to best utilize a Union
County Pocket Park grant for improve-
ments to town parks.

�Over the past year, the council has
been actively pursuing the kind of im-
provements that town residents have
been seeking, including park and play-
ing field improvements, downtown re-
vitalization projects, improved traffic
safety and additional parking,� said
Mr. McDermott.

�The projects already under way,
along with those we�re planning for
the coming year, will undoubtedly im-
prove the quality of life within the
town,� he added.

Last year, Mr. McDermott noted that
he led efforts to improve Sycamore
Field, and to make various improve-
ments in Tamaques Park, including a
refurbished picnic shelter and better
playing fields.

This year, as coach and Co-Division
Director of the fifth- and sixth-grade
girls� team, Mr. McDermott noticed
what he described as the �terrible con-
dition� of the field at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School and intends to address
the issue this fall.

�The condition of Roosevelt field is
an embarrassment. The grass needs to
be cut and the field better maintained.
Through a shared services agreement
between the Board of Education and
the Department of Public Works, I�m
confident we can make arrangements

to ensure better conditions there,� said
Mr. McDermott.

Improvements to the downtown area
have been of particular interest to Mr.
McDermott. He noted that helped in
efforts to secure new signs that wel-
come commuters to Westfield and
clearly direct them to parking areas.

Mr. McDermott said he believes
that the addition this year of the Blue
Machine, Westfield�s first sidewalk
sweeper, increased police presence and
the purchase of an additional radar
machine have made Westfield a cleaner,
safer town.

�Looking forward, new lighting is
already in the plans for the corner of
Elm and East Broad Streets along with
the addition of 100 new trash recep-
tacles throughout the downtown area,�
he said.

�We will also be making additional
improvements in the downtown area,
particularly by the Central Avenue
underpass.

�The focus of the improvements will
be to extend the boundaries of the SID
(special improvement district) further
down Central Avenue so that residents
and visitors get a nicer feel about the
town as they drive to the business
district,� Mr. McDermott stated.

�Also, facade improvements will be
made throughout the Central Avenue
corridor using $10,000 from a Union
County Grant Program,� he contin-
ued. �The improvements are designed
to give a more consistent look to the
area and help it to stand out as an
extension of the downtown.�

Mr. McDermott said that one key to
the downtown�s future prosperity is
adequate parking spaces for town resi-
dents. He said the council has hired a
consultant to research the building of a
parking deck, but in the mean time, the
council is looking into short-term so-
lutions to alleviate the town�s parking
problems.

�We�re being very proactive in ad-
dressing our parking shortages. We
are looking into reconfiguring certain
parking lots to increase the number of
spaces and introducing a jitney ser-
vice for commuters,� said Mr.
McDermott. �The jitney service will
allow many commuters to leave their
cars at home, opening up parking
spaces for shoppers and people who
work downtown.�

The Councilman�s wife, Andrea, is
the President of the Friends of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra. They
have four children who attend the local
public schools.

Fanwood GOP Candidates
Start Door-to-Door Campaign

FANWOOD � Councilman Louis
C. Jung, the Republican nominee for
mayor, and his running mates for
council, Stuart S. Kline and Thomas
P. Ryan, Jr. have announced their
plan to visit all homes in the borough
at least once during this campaign.

�This is a critical year for
Fanwood,� said Mr. Jung. �Residents
are concerned about what will hap-
pen to our downtown and at the Dean
Oil site, and what impact this may
have on the rest of our community.
We want to hear what Fanwoodians
are thinking, and to share our new
ideas,� he said.

�So we will be going door to door
with the objective of covering the
borough nearly twice during the cam-
paign,� the candidate for Mayor re-
marked.

�We have the ideas, the energy and
the commitment to make Fanwood
an even better place in which to live
and work,� said Mr. Ryan, who is
making his first bid for a seat on the
governing body.

Mr. Jung has focused his cam-
paign platform on such issues as
downtown revitalization, while Mr.
Ryan has been among the leaders of
a grassroots effort to keep an apart-
ment complex from being built on
the Dean Oil site.

Mr. Kline opposed spending tax-
payer dollars for what he believed
were grandiose plans for a pocket
park on Watson Road.

Mr. Kline, who is seeking his sec-
ond term on the council, said the
Republican team is getting a good
reception. �We find people are inter-

ested in Fanwood�s future, and are
asking good questions. It�s clear to
me that Fanwoodians want to pre-
serve the quality of life we have in
Fanwood.

�Many Fanwoodians left Brook-
lyn or Philadelphia to get away from
over-development, and they don�t
want our community to suffer some
of the ills which have befallen Eliza-
beth, Rahway or Brooklyn,� he added.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIGHTING DIABETES� The annual America�s Walk for Diabetes in Union
County will be sponsored by the American Diabetes Association this Sunday,
September 26, at 8:30 a.m., beginning in Nomahegan Park in Cranford. The
event is composed of one four-mile walk and one seven-mile walk. Michael
Komondy, the owner of the Dunkin� Donuts in Westfield and two stores in
Cranford, will co-sponsor the walk. His father and son were both diagnosed with
diabetes. Pictured, left to right, are: Mary Rose Komondy, 4, Mr. Komondy, his
wife, Carol Komondy, and Donald Komondy, 3.

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
Donates Defibrillators to Police

SAVING LIVES�First Vice President Bob Gurske of the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad, foreground, presents Scotch Plains Police Chief Thomas F. O�Brien with
one of three Lifpak 500 automated external defibrillators during the September
14 Township Council meeting. Equipping patrol cars with these devices will
provide early intervention to victims of cardiac arrest, according to Chief
O�Brien and the squad.

SCOTCH PLAINS � Members of
the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad were
on hand at the Township Council�s
September 14 meeting to present Po-
lice Chief Thomas F. O�Brien and the
Scotch Plains Police Department with
three Lifepak 500 automated external
defibrillators.

Since police officers are almost al-
ways on the scene of a medical emer-

gency before a rescue squad unit, Chief
O�Brien had expressed an interest in
placing these defibrillators in patrol
cars in order to provide early interven-
tion and defibrillation which can be
critical in cases of sudden cardiac ar-
rest.

Sudden cardiac arrest is usually
caused by an electrical malfunction of
the heart called ventricular fibrilla-
tion. Early intervention and defibrilla-
tion is the only definitive treatment in
such cases, said squad spokeswoman
Joanne Gurske.

Squad Vice President Bob Gurske
made the presentation to Chief
O�Brien, commenting that it was the
hope of the squad that this new equip-
ment would help to make the differ-
ence between life and death in the
community.

Chief O�Brien expressed his appre-
ciation to the squad, adding that the
donation of the defibrillators has put
the police department about three years
ahead of schedule in terms of supply-
ing department cars with this equip-
ment.

The rescue squad purchased its first
semi-automatic defibrillators in 1993,
in order to provide the most up-to-date
equipment and medical services to the
community, according to the squad
spokeswoman.

Since these devices were purchased,
the squad has had seven successful
�saves� in which patients were re-
vived, treated and released from the
hospital, she noted.

Chief O�Brien encouraged the com-
munity to support the rescue squad as
it continues its annual fund drive.
Through the fund drive, which will
continue through December, the squad
hopes to maintain the high level of
service it has provided to the commu-
nity for the past 63 years, Ms. Gurske
concluded.

Mayor Viglianti Lauds
Residents and Workers
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Board of Education Holds
�Celebration of Achievement�

SCOTCH PLAINS � The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
recently hosted a �Celebration of
Achievement� in honor of the 26
teachers and administrators who at-
tained tenure in the district this year.

Families, friends and colleagues
were on hand as the staff members
were recognized by the board for the
quality performance, commitment
and high standards they have dem-
onstrated.

The newly-tenured teachers in-
clude Grace Cooke and Carol

Russoniello from Brunner Elemen-
tary School; Heide Griswold, Laurel
Muenzen and Jennifer Murphy from
Coles Elementary School; McGinn
Elementary School teachers Anthony
Arno, Karen Nobile and Alexandra
Queripel; and School One Elemen-
tary teachers Kathryn Cannon, Karen
Cristaldi, Teresa Joslyn, Suzanne
Lannin, Sally Lembo and Charity
Morris.

Newly-tenured teachers from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) include Suzanne Aguero,
Kyle Banghart, Maureen Basta,
Karen Franzone, Jeffrey Koegel,
Natalie Piontkowski, Lisa Rebimbas,
Lillian Ritchie, Erik Rosenmeier and
Judith Swan.

McGinn School principal,
Marianna Cassidy, and SPFHS assis-
tant principal Ronald Upperman were
also honored.

Each honoree received a copy of
the book, �A Passion for Teaching�
by Sarah L. Levine, as a memento of
the occasion.

For Up-to-Date
Information On

Water Emergency
www.goleader.com/water

highly competitive to participate, but to
provide the funds in order to have the
programs for the students,�
Mountainside Education Foundation
Secretary, Laurie Alfer said.

This is a nonprofit organization and
tax-exempt contributions may be made
to the Mountainside Education Foun-
dation, P.O. Box 1203, Mountainside,
07092.

In addition, on Friday, October 15, at
Deerfield School there will be a �Kick-
off Celebration� to raise funds for the
Foundation. The event, which will take
place from 7 to 9 p.m., will feature
music, entertainment and a raffle spon-
sored by the Mountainside Rotary Club.

In other business, a resolution was
passed to hire North Plainfield-based
contractor Hahr Construction for
firehouse renovations.

According to Borough Engineer
Michael Disko, renovations are slated
to include cleaning brick work, adding
water repellent to the outside of the
building, cleaning the chimney, paint-
ing the rooms and repairing cracks and
tiles of the 25-year-old building.

The total bid cost of $113,000 will be
funded through a capital bond ordinance.

Finally, it was announced that a re-
port dealing with the salaries of the
Mayor and members of the governing
body is due by mid-October.

Gregory S. McDermott


