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off in April of 1999.
A longtime member of the First Con-

gregational Church in Westfield,
Mr. Devlin produced an original paint-
ing of the building’s meeting house,
chapel and auditorium in an autumn
setting. The piece was displayed at the
church during a special reception held
in his honor in November of 1999.

Almost one week earlier, Mr. Devlin
joined forces with fellow artists in a
Green Brook fundraiser for families
devastated by Hurricane Floyd.

In 1998, the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (WACC) introduced
the 10th annual Westfield Holiday Or-
nament, depicting the scenery of East
Broad Street. The burgundy and ivory
design was crafted by Mr. Devlin, and
remains the signature logo of the
WACC.

Before he married Wende in 1941,
most of Mr. Devlin’s peers preferred
spending time at the movies or dating.
For Harry, however, time was better
well spent honing his creativity and
building model airplanes.

A graduate of Syracuse University,
where he majored in illustration, Mr.
Devlin moved to New York City with
friends and illustrated stories for “pulp”
magazines, which contained brilliant
covers and insightful issues.

During his freelance career, he designed
wartime images for the U.S. Army’s manu-
als prepared by Life magazine. Upon en-
tering the Navy in 1942, he was assigned
to illustrate materials for the Office of
Naval Intelligence.

Less than a decade later, Mr. Devlin
expanded his talents to include edito-
rial cartooning. He penned the first
chapter, “Making a Cartoon Tell the
Story,” for Illustrating and Cartooning.

The New York Daily News provided an
open forum for the artist’s ideas and
opinions.

Soon, Mr. Devlin was developing
illustrations and cartoons at Collier’s
Weekly, and later, celebrity portraits for
Saturday Home Magazine.

One of his cartoons for Collier’s,
“Let’s All Be Blue,” proposed an end to
bigotry. He refused, however, to sketch
a cartoon depicting controversial former
Wisconsin Senator Joseph McCarthy
with a positive slant. The squabble at
Collier’s soured Mr. Devlin’s interest
in editorial cartooning, but the career
experience was invaluable, according
to an interview with The Leader in
October of 1999.

In 1954, Mr. Devlin was named Vice
Chairman of President Dwight D.
Eisenhower’s People to People Com-
mittee. Two years later, he was elected
President of the National Cartoonists
Society. In 1988, he became the Hon-
orary Chairman of the National Car-
toonists Society, and was a lifelong
member of the Society of Illustrators.

Mr. Devlin also illustrated and
penned the architectural volumes, “To
Grandfather’s House We Go: A Road-
side Tour of American Homes,” and
“What Kind of a House is That?” He
also illustrated Harold Longman’s “The
Wonderful Tree House,” which was
published in 1962.

Renowned for his architectural paint-
ings, Mr. Devlin has captured the his-
torical flavor personified in the Miller-
Cory House and Cape May’s Victo-
rian-style structures.

Likewise, his portraits have immor-
talized friends, family and community
members. His imagination extended to
illustrations of billboards, the board

Icon of Art World and Town
Patriarch Harry Devlin Dies

game “The Bionic Bullfrog” and his
beloved prints of who’s who and
where’s where of Westfield, which were
commissioned by the WACC.

Shell Oil Company, Public Service
Electric and Gas Company (PSE&G),
and New Jersey Bell Telephone are
some of the corporations that requested
illustrations by Mr. Devlin.

When interviewed in 1999, Mr.
Devlin presented his book, “Portraits
of American Architecture: Monuments
to a Romantic Mood,” which was pub-
lished 10 years prior, as his greatest
accomplishment. It was written com-
pletely in longhand over a period of
eight years.

One of the greatest testaments to his
life – his collaboration with his wife —
began in 1954, when they brainstormed
to create a comic strip, “Fullhouse,”
based on their seven children. The name
of the comic strip changed to
“Raggmopp” when the cast of charac-
ters was joined by a poodle, based on
the Devlins’ dog.

As a children’s book illustrator, Mr.
Devlin complemented his wife’s words
in classics such as “Old Black Witch,”
and the “Cranberry” series of holiday
stories.

In 1999, his daughter, Wende Gates,
told The Leader that the Devlin chil-
dren would gather around their father
in the living room and sit awestruck by
the tales that flowed from his imagina-
tion.

“He’s an amazing man,” she stated.
Mr. Devlin was a member of the

Literary Hall of Fame and a recipient of
the George Arents Medal for Excel-
lence in Art and Literature, a distin-
guished alumni award, from Syracuse
University.
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Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

stopped 205 white drivers, 129 African-
American motorists and 59 Hispanic
motorists.

In terms of gender, 71 percent, or

County Policy Doesn’t Show Signs
Of Trend Towards Racial Profiling
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14,735, of motor vehicle stops in the
county were male drivers; 28 percent, or
5,689, were females. Westfield police
stopped 992 male drivers and 559 female

motorists; Scotch Plains police pulled
over 321 male drivers and 133 female
motorists; Fanwood police stopped 366
males and 272 females, and Mountainside
police stopped 281 males and 107 fe-
males.

Also, there were 71 consent searches
county-wide, including four in Westfield,
and one each in Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside. Police officers can
only request to conduct searches “where
they can articulate a reasonable suspicion
and/or have probable cause that the search
will reveal evidence of a crime or an
offense,” according to the county’s policy.

Mr. Manahan emphasized to reporters
during a November 19 afternoon press
conference at the John H. Stamler Police
Academy in Scotch Plains, that the report’s
numbers are only “baseline numbers,” as
the new policy has just begun.

“I am satisfied with what I have seen so
far,” the Prosecutor added.

Among the dignitaries present were
Assemblyman Jerry Green and Assem-
blywoman-elect Linda d. Stender.

“Here in Union County, we stepped up
to the plate and took on this issue (racial
profiling) head on,” Mr. Green said.

Mrs. Stender, a Union County free-
holder recently elected to the State As-
sembly, stated that, “law enforcement is
looking to be accountable to maintain this
public trust.”

The report also received kudos from
New Jersey Secretary of State DeForest
B. Soaries, Jr.

“With this policy, Union County law
enforcement officers are setting an ex-
ample for the state and the nation,” stated
Mr. Soaries in a written statement.

The Black Ministers’ Council of New
Jersey called the new county policy, “a
creative and genuine effort to provide
accountability and bridge the gap be-
tween law enforcement and the minority
community.”

The Union County Police Chiefs Asso-
ciation added that the new policy, “el-
evates the level of law enforcement in
Union County and carries on a tradition
of Union County being in the forefront of
issues concerning the law enforcement
community as a whole.”

Scotch Plains Police Chief Thomas F.
O’Brien, President of the Union County
Police Chiefs Association, said that the
new policy, “is far more than a data collec-
tion policy.” He emphasized that police
maintain the trust of the community, not-
ing that without it, “we cannot do our
duty.”

WESTFIELD
POLICE

BLOTTER

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON THE TOP OF THE WORLD…Cars packed with exuberant Westfield High School seniors traveled down East Broad
Street during the annual Powder Puff Parade on Wednesday, November 21.
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Social Security Payments
due to the large increases in salary that
was awarded to the CWA contract em-
ployees and was not factored into the
amount due Social Security.”

Mr. Gildea said the parking account
was one of the few accounts with suf-
ficient funds available.

The total Social Security costs bud-
geted for this year by municipal em-
ployees, excluding the police and fire
department personnel, was $430,000.

The error was discovered by Ms.
Tsai in early November. CWA mem-
bers received a new contract this past
summer with pay increases ranging
between 6 and 7 percent. The contract
became effective August 1, but retro-
active to January 1.

Officials noted that given the fact the
town had budgeted for but yet to hire a
parking director, monies were avail-
able in the parking administration ac-
count. Under state statute, the town is
permitted to make transfers between
budget accounts during the last two
months of the fiscal year and the first
three months of the succeeding year.

“That money is not likely to be
needed by the end of the year,” Ms.

Tsai noted in her memo.
Third Ward Councilman Neil

Sullivan found it “appalling” that
“something as basic” as multiplying
the amount of salaries by the Social
Security amount “was off by so much.”
He and other council members empha-
sized that they did not hold Mr. Gildea,
who assumed the administrator’s posi-
tion this past summer, responsible for
the error.

Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
Goldman said spending parking fees to
finance a regular operating expense
instead of on parking management is
“just inconsistent” with the council’s
dialogue over the past year.

In other business, Mayor Greg
McDermott pulled a resolution autho-
rizing payment to members of the
Westfield Ward Commission for the
efforts in creating the new ward bound-
aries.

The resolution calls for the chairman
of the commission, Town Clerk Ber-
nard Heeney, to be paid $450 and the
other four commissioners, $350 each.

Councilman Goldman requested that
the matter be discussed at the council’s
conference meeting, which was held
November 27. (See story on Page 1).

“We have to pay the people for work
that has been done whether we agree or
disagree with it,” Mayor McDermott
stated.

Mr. Goldman said the payment to
the commissioners “is not de-linked
from the substance of the matter and it
deserves some more discussion.”

The councilman, as well as other
Democrats, have disagreed with the
new ward map that places all of the
Cacciola Place neighborhood in the
second ward as opposed to the third
ward, as had been sought.

“There are significant questions
about the entire process,” Mr. Goldman
stated.

Mr. Sullivan suggested that those
who disagree with the process put their
comments in writing and circulate them
among all council members.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
• Gregory Aveno, 22, of Westfield

was arrested on Coleman Place and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. He was
released on his own recognizance with a
summons.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19
• Jackie Hill, 46, of Plainfield was

arrested on South Avenue near
Cumberland Street and charged with
driving while intoxicated. She was re-
leased to a responsible party.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22
• Jose Amaya, 22, of Plainfield was

arrested at South and Windsor Avenues
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated. He was released to a responsible
party.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24
• Christine Hewson, 20, of Westfield

was arrested on Stevens Avenue and
charged with possession of suspected
cocaine. She was released on her own
recognizance with a summons.

• Several motor vehicle burglaries,
which authorities believe are related,
occurred on streets within close proxim-
ity of each other on the south side of
town.

Compact disc players were reported
stolen from one vehicle on Connecticut
Street, another on Twin Oaks Terrace
and two more on Boynton Avenue. A
vehicle on Virginia Street was also en-
tered but nothing was reported taken.

• Geoffrey Gelfand, 19, of Westfield
was arrested and charged with hindering
apprehension for allegedly giving false
information to police officers after he
was stopped for a motor vehicle violation
on South Avenue near Central Avenue.

Gelfand, who was also charged with
driving with a suspended license, was
released on his own recognizance with a
summons.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26
• Mark Roane, 44, of Plainfield was

arrested in the 600 block of North Av-
enue, West, and charged with driving
while intoxicated. He was released to a
responsible party.

shortfall were verified by actual park-
ing counts on six different occasions
by the committee. The committee’s
findings were that the parking short-
age was estimated to be in the range
of 450 to 500 commuter spaces and
350 to 450 downtown spaces for
shoppers and employees.

The South Avenue train station
deck would provide an additional
475 spaces, while the Prospect and
Elm Street and the Rialto decks
would provide an additional 200
spaces, each. The three decks would
remedy the parking needs in strate-
gic locations where they would most
likely be used, the committee mem-
bers reported.

Additionally, the train station deck
would include ground floor retail
and upper level residential units,
completely obscuring the deck from
view, according to Committee Chair-
man Charles Weidman.

The Prospect and Elm Street deck
would also have a residential façade,
while the Rialto lot deck would have
a “softened façade” buffered with
landscaping, but no development.

By including residential facades
and by limiting the height, Mr.
Cataldo said that the decks were
architecturally appealing and in
keeping with the character of the
town, while lessening the visual
impact on any single neighborhood,
a concern that was met with great
opposition by neighborhood resi-
dents when larger decks were pro-
posed by Rich and Associates, ear-
lier last year.

Besides minimizing the visual
impact to any one neighborhood, the
committee concluded that three
smaller decks would also lessen the
traffic impact in any one neighbor-
hood. It would also permit the town
to “manage the development of the
downtown” by controlling where
development would be constructed
as well as the amount.

Mr. Weidman explained to the
council and to the public that many
other alternatives were considered
by the committee, but were ruled out
due to unsuitability.

“The advantage of three locations
is that the facilities will be conve-
niently located and will therefore,
more likely be used,” Mr. Weidman
stated.

Committee member and architec-
tural advisor to the committee,
Michael Zemsky, showed aerial pho-
tos of the three proposed locations
and discussed egress and access of
each facility. He explained how traf-
fic could be directed and mitigated
on Prospect Street, a concern previ-
ously voiced by residents of that
neighborhood.

The committee and town council
members engaged in a lengthy dis-
cussion over conflicting cost esti-
mates from various sources. It was
stated that exact costs could not be
estimated until planning and con-
struction officials could be consulted
on the details of the proposal.

An approximate cost of construc-
tion for all three decks were esti-
mated to be in the range of $15
million for casting of the concrete
for the actual deck portions and a
grand total of $35 to $40 million to
add the retail and residential units.

Many members of the council
stated that they were in favor of the
plan’s merits, although some coun-
cil members had reservations about
the unverified cost estimates and the
proposal’s need to acquire several
privately owned lots.

The possibility of declaring the
south side of the train station as an
area in need of redevelopment and
the possibility of acquiring proper-
ties by exercising imminent domain
were also discussed. It was deter-
mined that the town would need to
look into the legal process in order to
consider those options.

First Ward Councilman member
Carl Salisbury remarked, “There is
no perfect solution and no perfect
site.” Other council members ech-
oed the sentiment that no plan would
please everyone and any plan would
elicit some opposition, but that the
town needed to move forward on
some solution.

By a consensus of a majority of
the council members, it was de-
cided that the town would consult
with a planning professional that
could evaluate the merits of the
plan and advise the town as to what
the next stage of the process should
be.
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Council to Vote on Salaries
For Ward Commissioners

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD -- The town council
is expected to vote this Tuesday,
December 4, on compensation for
the five members of the ward com-
mission that recently completed the
town’s new ward boundaries.

Republicans indicated they sup-
port the payment of $450 to the
commission chairman, Town Clerk
Bernard Heeney, and $350 each for
the four commissioners, June S.
Fischer of Scotch Plains, Mary Ellen
Harris of Kenilworth, John DeSimone
of Clark and Teresa R. Hale of Hill-
side.

With the exception of Mr. Heeney,
the commissioners are all paid mem-
bers of the Union County Board of
Elections.

The three council Democrats indi-
cated they plan to vote against the
payment to the commissioners as a
means of protesting the approved
new map, putting all of Cacciola
Place into the third ward, which takes
effect on Tuesday, January 1.

Currently, the Cacciola neighbor-
hood is split between the second and
third wards, thus dividing it between
the north and south parts of town,
with the railroad tracks as a natural
dividing line.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence Goldman said he would
oppose the resolution on the sala-
ries, “If that’s the only way I can do
it (oppose the commission’s ac-
tion).”

The decision to place a resolution
on the council’s agenda to pay the
commissioners for their work fol-
lows a failed attempt by First Ward
Councilman Carl Salisbury at the
November 27 council conference
meeting to muster enough support
for a resolution of disapproval of the
new ward map.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said
he did not agree with Mr. Salisbury’s
resolution. He said the Cacciola Place
neighborhood has not been split; only
the location of where residents vote
and their council representatives has
changed.

He felt a vote on a resolution would
only divide the council. The Mayor
said those council members opposed
to the commission’s action are free
to write the Board of Elections and
also vote against the salary resolu-
tion.

“I don’t think I want to get to that
position (dividing the council) by
putting us on the spot,” by forcing a
vote on the resolution, Mr.
McDermott remarked.

Mr. Salisbury said his objection to
the new ward map was “not personal;
it’s philosophical.”

“It (the proposed resolution) does
little more than state, as public ser-
vants, that we believe a public disser-
vice was done (in drawing the new
ward boundaries),” Mr. Salisbury
explained.

“It was objectively wrong to do
what was done and it would be, in my
view, a good thing to say some-
thing,” he added.

He said he was not saying Second
Ward Councilmen Rafael Betancourt
or Matthew Albano were incapable
of representing the new ward, which
will include the entire Cacciola Place
neighborhood.

Mr. Albano said he feels the dis-
cussion has “been very personal and
very political,” which he added has
left a “very bad taste” in his mouth.

“I don’t think it is healthy to con-
tinue with this dialogue. It just di-
vides us; it doesn’t keep us together,”
he stated.

Mr. Betancourt questioned why
residents from the Cacciola Place
neighborhood had not come before
the council in advance with their
feelings concerning the ward map.
Cacciola residents and others from
the area told the ward commission
and the council that they felt “disen-
franchised” as second ward voters.

The councilman also commented
that redrawing of wards or voting
districts “is not personal, it’s politi-
cal, and that’s why the state statute
has taken it out of this body’s hands.”

Third Ward Councilman Neil

Sullivan said the council should be
involved in the redistricting process
before, rather than after, the new
map is approved.

Councilman Goldman explained
that it would be difficult for residents
in this neighborhood to run for coun-
cil since they would not be in contact
with second ward residents. He said
the new ward boundaries favor some-
one who resides on the north side of
the railroad tracks.

He said people meet area residents
through the schools their children
attend, when they are out walking
their dog or jogging, among other
activities.

Mr. Goldman noted that the
Cacciola-Windsor Avenue neighbor-
hood is a minority, African-Ameri-
can community and “Democratic
voting block,” which has been “di-
luted” by placing it into the second
ward, the strongest Republican Ward
in town.

Councilman Sullivan proposed that
perhaps the town would be better
served by eight wards of one repre-
sentative each, as opposed to the
current four wards, which are each
represented by two council mem-
bers.

During the first commission meet-
ing in October, Third Ward Council-
woman Claire Lazarowitz requested
that a small section of Cacciola cur-
rently in the second ward be moved
back into the third ward with the rest
of the neighborhood.

The councilwoman indicated that,
in her view, the discussion by com-
missioners at the first meeting she
attended leaned toward the drafting
of a map that seemed to be more
balanced than the existing one.

She said the process that followed,
leading to passage of the proposed
map presented by Mr. Betancourt,
“seemed to be a little stinky and
fishy.”

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
noted that the map with the least
disparity between the largest and
smallest wards, based on popula-
tion, was the existing map. He
said the map, approved by the com-
mission in a 3-2 vote, was second
in line in terms of disparity popu-
lations.

The attorney, who advised the
commission during the process, said
the map drafted in compliance with
Ms. Lazarowitz’s comments con-
tained the most disparity by popu-
lation between the wards.

State statute dictates that the larg-
est ward’s population cannot be more
than 10 percent greater than the small-
est ward.


