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PLENTY OF YOUTH PROMISES SOLID SEASON IN 2002

Blue Devil Boy Netters Share
W. C. Crown, Finish 17-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Facing several of the best teams in
New Jersey may not help the won-
lost percentage, but it certainly will
help raise the level of play. This year,
the Westfield High School boys ten-
nis team have played top-ten teams
such as Millburn, Columbia, Sum-
mit and Livingston and finished with
a respectable 17-7 overall record.

That competition kept the Blue Dev-
ils atop the Watchung Conference
with a 13-1 record and earned them
a share of the title with Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

Westfield’s only senior, Ryan
Jones, finished 13-8 and placed third
in the Union County tournament
(UCT) with a 6-1, 6-1, win over
Raider John Corbin. His only UCT
loss came in the semifinals to top-

seeded Steen Sehnert of Summit.
Junior Griffin Maloney faced many

of the best first singles players in the
state and earned an impressive 19-7
record. Additionally, he gave UCT
champ Ryan Hefter of Summit a run
in the semifinals and eventually
wound up third with a, 7-5, 6-0,
victory over Felix Mil of Dayton.

A superb season was turned in by
sophomore third singles player
Dave Eisenberg who amassed a
20-4 record and grabbed a UCT
crown.

“To me, he had the best season
with an individual championship
in the Union County tournament.
And his losses came to some of
the top people in the state,” Blue
Devil Head Coach George
Kapner pointed out.

More impressive was
Eisenberg’s sportsmanship on the
court during the UCT finals. On
a close call, during match point,
Eisenberg immediately gave his
opponent the benefit of the doubt,
prolonging the match.

“Since there is no ref in high
school tennis and the individual
players make the call, if there is
a bad call, there is no recourse,”
said Kapner. “So you can see that
he gave a favorable call” (to his
opponent).

Two juniors, Shaun Simone

ANZELONE GETS PERSONAL-BEST IN 3200 METERS

Raider Ray Williams Wins
Meet of Champions 400 M

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Determination and hard training
paid off as Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School junior Ray Williams
flew across the finish line in :47.31 to
win the state title in the 400 meters at
the Meet of Champions (MOC) in
South Brunswick on June 6. Several
additional local athletes also had fine
showings at the MOC.

Williams was the man to beat in
the 400 meters as he had been re-
cording the best times in the state
throughout the season and came into
the MOC undefeated.

Running out of lane 3, Williams
had fair acceleration out of the block
but, by the final turn, was still a few
steps behind John Morris of Camden.

Once on the straightaway, Williams
picked up his pace and blew by Mor-
ris in the final 20 meters.

“I wasn’t worried about anybody.
I wanted to relax, not to panic and
run my own race. I just wanted to get
out as fast as I could, but I don’t think
I got out very fast today. I wanted to
keep just behind everybody, relax a
little bit, then turn it on when I needed
to,” said Williams.

And he did turn it on in the final
150 meters. “I knew this was my last
race in Jersey this year, so I had to gut
it out and find out what I had.”

As he had all season, Williams
pointed out the strong support from
his coaches; however, the coaches
would probably agree that he has had
all the tools that it takes to be a

champion. Williams appears to take
academics seriously also as he scored
1180 in his SAT’s – his first time.

“I don’t really like taking tests like
that, but I studied hard and got the
1180 the first time.”

Raider senior Derrion Aberdeen,
who will attend the University Mary-
land Eastern Shore in Princess Anne,
qualified for the MOC in the long
jump and the high jump and came
away with a sixth place in the long
jump with a distance of 21’9”.

Aberdeen, who had exceeded 22
feet this season on a few occasions,
commented, “I was feeling good
going down the lane but on the last
two jumps, I cleared 22 but fouled on
both.

COOK TERRORIZED ON MOUND, LED TEAM IN BATTING

Devil Diamond Boys Impress
Foes in 2nd Half of Season
By SETH AUGENSTEIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Winning eight out of their last 11
games, and beating some traditional
rivals, like Cranford and Union was
a good sign for the Westfield High
School baseball team. However, the
Blue Devils, who finished 14-10, fell
slightly short of their goals with a
loss to Plainfield in the Union County
Tournament, and a loss to second-
seeded West Orange in the semifi-
nals of the North Jersey Section II
Group IV tournament.

Juniors Jay Cook and Mike Sofka,
and senior Mike Duelks amassed
notable statistics at the plate, with
respective batting averages of .424,
.417, and .407. Cook and Josh
Ludmer led the team with four home
runs apiece. Interestingly, both
Ludmer and Sofka broke the previ-
ous Westfield High School record
for being hit by pitches, with nine
and eight, respectively.

Sofka led the team in runs scored
and on-base percentage, and in the
words of Head Coach Bob Brewster,
“was also the most consistent hitter.”

“Jay (Cook) went on a tear at the
end of the season, but Mike (Sofka)

hit well throughout the season. I
think he was always above .400,”
said Brewster.

Duelks was also a consistent fac-
tor at the plate. He knocked in 27
runs, was third on the team in batting
average, and as a testament to team
play, had five sacrifice flies.

But if Sofka and Duelks were con-

sistent, then Cook was just outstand-
ing at certain times. He led the team
in batting average, RBI, slugging
percentage and home runs.

Cook also dominated on the
mound. In 58 innings, he had an
earned-run average of 2.17 and struck
out 59 batters (15 of them looking).

CORBIN GETS 3RD MVP, THOMPSON HAS BEST RECORD

Raider Netmen Establish Tie
For W. C. National Division

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Something very new occurred this
season with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys tennis
team. Not only did the Raiders finish
19-6 and place fourth in the Union
County Tournament but they defeated
rival Westfield for the first time in
their existence and tied for first in the
Watchung Conference National Di-
vision.

“That says a lot for the Westfield
program,” said Raider Head Coach
Dave Blackman. “That means they
beat us around 78 times in-a-row.”

The Raiders were led by senior
Co-Captains Gennady Bekkelman at
first singles and John Corbin at sec-
ond singles.

Bekkelman finished 14-13 and was
a two-year starter, finishing his ca-
reer at 26-26.

“He had great commitment and
never missed a varsity match,”
pointed out Blackman.

This year, Corbin, a four-year var-
sity starter, finished 20-7 and com-
pleted his final high school match
with a win over Westfield’s Dave
Eisenberg.

“That was a quality win for John.
Eisenberg’s a very good player,” said
Blackman.

As a freshman, Corbin finished
12-7 at No. 2 doubles and in the
following year at No. 3 singles he
finished 15-5 and was selected team
MVP. Last year, he won the Union
County tournament (UCT) at No. 1
doubles, was again selected MVP
and finished 23-4. Additionally, he

was named First Team All-Area and
All-Union County at No. 1 doubles.

Corbin, who will be attending St.
Bonaventure University in Olean,
N.Y., finished his high school career
at 70-23 and was again selected MVP
and received the Sportsmanship
Award.

“He was a major factor in our
success as a team these past four
years. He’s just been a warrior.” ex-
pressed Blackman. “He is such a
positive kid. I wish I had a 100 like
him.”

Senior Dave Jacober finished 14-9
playing doubles and singles, and jun-

ior Terry Levine had an 11-10 record
playing doubles and singles. Playing
primarily at second doubles, fresh-
man Joe Wilkinson had a super, 21-
6, record and placed third in the
(UCT). He also won at No. 3 singles
in the victory over Westfield. Unfor-
tunately, Wilkinson will be moving
to Virginia this summer.

Freshman Mike Thompson had a
spectacular, 22-5, season primarily
at second doubles. He was the other
half of the dynamic freshman duo
who took third in the UCT at No. 2
doubles. Thompson won at No. 1
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PART OF THE DEVILS’ FUTURE...Junior Brett Picaro, diving back to first base,
was effective offensively and defensively and plans to be a shining star next year.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Raider senior John Corbin - Second Singles

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Blue Devil Griffin Maloney

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Blue Devil Ryan Jones

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MOC CHAMPION IN THE 400 METERS...Raider junior Ray Will-
iams crosses the finish line first to become the MOC 400-meter winner.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEST TIME...Blue Devil Alexis Anzelone re-
corded her personal-best time at the MOC

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
May Scholar Athlete

RAY WILLIAMS – Junior – Boys Spring Track
and Field. Ray recently became the New Jersey
State Champion in the 400 meters by crossing the
finish line first in :47.31 at the Meet of Champions
on June 6. Williams won all of his 400 meter races
this season. An all-around athlete, he also plays
football in the fall and basketball in the winter.
Taking academics seriously, Ray, the man with
the million dollar smile, scored 1180 in the SATs
– on the first time. Williams displays a generous
and humble quality and has always been quick to
credit others for his success.

May Scholar Athlete
DAVE EISENBERG – Sophomore – Boys Tennis.
Dave had a stellar season. In his second varsity
season, he captured the Union County crown at third
singles in May and finished with a 20-4 record.
Eisenberg has displayed a high degree of good
sportsmanship and integrity in a sport which demands
it. Dave is an honor student who takes demanding
courses. He played the lead, Julian Marsh, in the
school play 42nd Street. Dave is a member of the
French Club, Youth Leadership Club, Temple Emanu-
el and helps with the Key Club.


